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And My Servant David Shall Be King

Offered in honour of Batsheva and King David, the servantking whose psalms are still
the mouth of Israel in exile and in joy. This maamar is given in their merit — on the
promise that My servant David shall be king over them, and on the turning of malchus

from a throne one occupies into a service one performs.

ENGLISH

1 - “And My Servant David Will Be King”: Opening the Secret of Transforming Malchus

“And My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd... And My servant David
shall be a nasi for them forever” (Yechezkel 37:24—25).

Two verses, one promise, yet with an inner tension that has long stirred the hearts of Israel. First, “melech
aleihem”—a king over them, in all the force and majesty of malchus. Then, “nasi lahem le'olam”—a leader, a
prince, forever. Why this shift of title within a single prophecy? And why the doubling of “David Avdi”—"My

servant David”—as though the same David shines anew in a different form?

On the revealed level, the Navi speaks of the future restoration of the kingdom of the House of David, after the
ingathering and unification of Yehudah and Yosef. The Rambam codifies this in Hilchos Melachim (chapters 11—
12), as halachah psukah: Melech HaMoshiach will arise “mi’beit David u'mi’zera Shlomo,” a human king of flesh
and blood, who will restore the kingdom of David “li'yoshna hamalchah harishonah”—to its original sovereignty.
He will fight the wars of Hashem, build the Beis HaMikdash in its place, gather the dispersed of Israel, and then,
says the Rambam, “harei zeh Moshiach b'vadai”—this is surely Moshiach. The entire structure of Geulah, as legally

binding reality, is thus atfached to Malchus Beis Dovid.
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Yet the Navi does not say merely: “And a king from the seed of David shall reign.” He says: “David
Avdi”—"David, My servant.” Chazal already ask: is it David himself, returned in the flesh, or is it a descendant
who bears his name and soul-root? The Midrash answers with the seemingly simple, yet bottomless, refrain that
has become the Jewish heart's own song across exile: “David Melech Yisrael chai vekayam”—David, king of Israel,

lives and endures.

On the surface, this declaration is astonishing. David passed from this world more than two millennia ago. How
then do we assert, as a present tense, “chai vekayam”—he lives, he endures? The Midrash explains: his kingship is
not extinguished; its root is eternal. In every generation the spark of David’s Malchus is alive, concealed or
revealed, until it flowers openly in Melech HaMoshiach. “David” thus becomes not only the name of an individual,

but the name of an eternal Malchus, an ever-living attribute of G dly revelation in the world.

Chassidus reveals that this is not merely a poetic way of saying that the dynasty continues. It is an unveiling of a
deep mystery of the Sefiros: that Malchus, the attribute of kingship, which in the inner structure of the Divine
emanations is the lowest Sefirah, can undergo a unique kind of transformation—not only being uplifted, but
actually assuming the function of another Sefirah. And this power of Malchus to be transformed, to “become”
something beyond itself while remaining itself, is the secret hinted in “David Avdi Melech... David Avdi Nasi

lahem le'olam,” and in the cry “chai vekayam.”

To begin to sense this, we must recall how Torah describes Malchus in its inner, spiritual meaning. The Zohar calls
Malchus “leis lah m'garmah klum”—she has nothing of her own. All the other Sefiros shine with an identifiable
light: wisdom, understanding, kindness, discipline, beauty, victory, acknowledgment, bonding. Malchus alone is
defined not by a particular light, but by its very lack. It is the recipient, the mirror, the empty hand stretched out to
receive all that flows from above and to condense it info actual existence. Malchus is the point where the worlds

begin to be worlds.

In the language of kingship: a king, in the true Torah sense, is not a powerful individual asserting his private will.
He is the vessel that receives the will of Above and brings it into the life of the nation. “L'cha Hashem
hamamlachah”—to You, Hashem, is the kingship; and the human king is but the transparent channel. His entire
grandeur is that he “has nothing of his own”; his crown is his bittul. This is why the Navi calls him “Avdi”—My
servant. The essence of the king is avdus, utter servitude to Hashem. Through that very servitude, he becomes

“melech aleihem”—king over them.

Here, already, a glimmer of the paradox appears. Malchus is described as having nothing of its own; and yet it is
precisely Malchus that is called “king.” The lowest Sefirah, furthest from the Infinite Source, is the one that bears
the name of the Infinite’s revealed sovereignty. The attribute that “possesses nothing” is the one through which all
worlds are possessed. This already hints that Malchus is not simply another rung among the ten, but bears a secret

relation to the whole.

The Rambam's insistence that Moshiach is a king “mi’beit David” and “mi‘zera Shlomo”—not an angel, not a
spiritual force, but a mortal king rooted in that historical line—brings this cosmic mystery down into halachah. The

future of creation depends on a human being whose entire identity is Malchus: he is not primarily a prophet, nor a
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judge, nor a sage, though he will exceed all of these; he is a melech, and specifically the renewed Malchus of

David. The perfection of the world, then, is hinged on the perfection of Malchus.

And in our generations, as the Rebbe taught with unwavering clarity, this is not a distant abstraction. The reality of
Moshiach as “basar v'’dam,” a living person from Beis Dovid in this physical world, is already present; the efernal
Malchus of David is already pressing against the surface of history, seeking revelation. In sichos spanning
decades, the Rebbe returns again and again to Yechezkel's verse and to the Midrash “David Melech Yisrael chai
vekayam,” to teach that Malchus Beis Dovid is not only an article of future belief, but a living current in our time,

calling for recognition and acceptance—"kabbalas hamalchus.”

This brings us to the inner question that will occupy us: what is this Malchus that is so central, and what is its

unique power?

If Malchus is the lowest Sefirah, its place at the end of the chain of worlds would suggest a certain finality. The
upper attributes, it would seem, are the sources and molders; Malchus is merely the outcome, the obedient
servant that receives what is decreed above. In such a picture, Malchus can be exalted or debased, crowned or

toppled, but it remains Malchus—always the last, always the bottom line.

Yet the teachings of Kabbalah and Chassidus reveal a deeper pattern: Malchus is not merely the end-point of the
Sefiros; it is also the beginning of the next world. It is both closure and opening, receiver and initiator. Precisely
because it has no fixed light of its own, it can be utterly identified with that which fills it. Malchus, then, possesses
a hidden pliability, a capacity to be uplifted and to assume the role of other Sefiros in new configurations. This is
the mystery of “aliyas hamalchus” in the higher worlds; and this, in its human, historical form, is the mystery of
Malchus Beis Dovid and of Moshiach.

We can now return to Yechezkel’s double expression. “David Avdi Melech aleihem”—here David is named
explicitly as king, the attribute of Malchus in its revealed, ruling form, imposing order upon a fractured people,
uniting their scattered tribes, restoring Torah and mitzvos in practice. This is Malchus as we understand it:

sovereignty, authority, the manifested end of all the higher workings.

But when the Navi continues, “David Avdi Nasi lahem le'olam,” something shifts. “Nasi” is not merely a lesser
term for king; it is a different mode of leadership, an inner head, a prince whose influence permeates rather than
compels. “Le’olam” —forever—hints to a dimension of Malchus that is not only the final rung of a given world, but
that which endures and reconfigures itself across worlds. David as “nasi lahem le’olam” is David as Malchus

uplifted, Malchus that has ascended into a new Sefiric function, no longer only the bottom but also a head.

How can this be? How can the lowest Sefirah become another Sefirah? How can the aftribute that “has nothing of
its own” become the bearer of new, higher lights while remaining frue to its essence as servant and receiver? And
what does it mean that this very capacity is now being revealed in a human being, Melech HaMoshiach, a king of
flesh and blood from Beis Dovid, whose presence in our time the Rebbe describes not as distant promise but as

living reality?
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These are not only questions of mystical architecture; they are questions that touch the root of our own existence.
For if Malchus alone can be transformed in such a way, then in the lowest place of creation, in the last generation
before Geulah, in the simple, concrete decisions of human life, there lies a power that no other realm possesses:

the power to become otherwise, to receive and manifest an entirely new Divine function.

In order to approach this, we must first contemplate the form of the Sefiros as they are commonly arranged: how
each attribute stands in tension and harmony with the others, how their mutual constraints define their identities,
and how, within this ordered tree, Malchus stands uniquely at the bottom as receiver. Only then will we be able to
appreciate the astonishment of the claim that Malchus can step beyond its assigned place and “become” another
Sefirah, and to understand how in Moshiach, the renewed Malchus of Israel, this secret is revealed as a present,

living force.

2 - The Tree with Daat Revealed and Kesser Concealed

To do so, we must first stand before the Etz HaChaim itself as it is drawn in the teachings of the Arizal and as it is
contemplated in Chabad Chassidus: not as a diagram on parchment, but as a living order of G dly attributes

through which the blessed Ein Sof chooses to relate to His worlds.

In Shaar HaYichud VehaEmunah the Alter Rebbe explains that the Sefiros are not separate beings, G d forbid, but
manners and measures of Divine revelation—Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferes, and the like—as they are united with the
Essence and Being of the Holy One, blessed be He. They are called by names that resemble human traits only
“according to the way of man who is of flesh and blood,” so that the human mind may have a point of entry to
speak about G dliness while knowing that the distance is infinite. Thus when we sketch the Tree, we are not

describing a machinery outside of Him, but the precise pattern of His self expression within finitude.

The classic configuration with which Chabad works is that in which Kesser, the supernal crown, remains
concealed, and Daat is counted among the ten. Above stand Chochmah and Binah, the flash of insight and the
unfolding understanding. Between them is rooted Daat, knowledge—not merely information, but the deep
attachment of consciousness that binds the mind to its subject and fixes it there. Below, in the plane of the middos,
the emotive aftributes, are Chesed and Gevurah with Tiferes between them; then Netzach and Hod with Yesod

between them; and finally Malchus, the kingdom, standing alone at the bottom.

If one were to picture it: three vertical lines, right, left, and center. On the right: Chochmah, Chesed, Netzach. On
the left: Binah, Gevurah, Hod. In the center: Daat, Tiferes, Yesod, and Malchus. The right side tends toward
expansive revelation, the left toward measured concealment, and the middle reconciles, harmonizes, and

conducts.

However, this image becomes truly alive only when we apprehend not merely the placement of each Sefirah, but
the way in which each one is defined by its relation to the others—that no attribute, except for Malchus as will be
seen, stands in simple isolation. Every Sefirah is at once revelation and restraint, empowered and delimited by its

neighbors.
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Consider Chesed and Gevurah. Chesed is unbounded kindness, the flow of giving without limit. Gevurah is
strength, severity, the power to hold back and measure. In their pure tendencies they oppose one another:
Chesed would bestow continuously and equally on worthy and unworthy alike; Gevurah would withhold until every
claim is examined and justified. Yet precisely for this reason, neither can operate in its purest form within a created
world. Were Chesed to act without the counter pull of Gevurah, the worlds could not endure; the Divine energy
would flood all vessels and dissolve finitude. Were Gevurah to rule alone, contraction and judgment would

withhold vitality and nothing would be granted existence.

Their mutual opposition therefore becomes a mutual containment. Chesed gives, but through the lens of Gevurah:
it is channeled, specified, directed. Gevurah withholds, but under the influence of Chesed: it limits for the sake of
revelation, not for the sake of negation. From their interinclusion arises Tiferes, the beauty of harmony,
compassion that sees the whole picture and therefore knows when to give and when to restrain. Tiferes itself is
thus a product of constraint; it exists only because Chesed is not allowed to be merely Chesed, nor Gevurah

merely Gevurah.

The same inferplay appears in the lower triad. Netzach is endurance, victory, the drive to press forward and
prevail. Hod is splendor, acknowledgment, submission, the humble admission of another’s truth. Left to itself,
Netzach would trample all subtlety and otherness in its insistence on achievement; Hod, by contrast, would
surrender initiative, dissolving into passive agreement. They therefore delimit one another: Netzach grants Hod the
courage to stand and confess truth even when it is costly; Hod softens Netzach with the sensitivity to listen and to
concede. From their tension and union emerges Yesod, foundation, the power of deep connection and

transmission, which can only be healthy when both persistence and humility are present.

Thus from the perspective of Etz Chaim, the Tree with Daat revealed is not ten independent lights but a system of
measured, interlocked revelations. Each Sefirah is both itself and its opposite, colored and checked by its
neighbors; each line—the right, the left, and the middle—plays against and through the others. This is why the
Alter Rebbe insists that the Divine aftributes are called by names of middos, measures: each is a precise

delimitation of infinite light according to a particular quality and its boundaries.

Info this inferplay enters Daat, which the Arizal describes as a power that joins the mochin, the intellectual faculties,
to the middos, the emotional ones, and which in the language of partzufim becomes the “neck” through which the
head communicates with the torso. Chochmah can flash insight, Binah can elaborate and explain, but without Daat
there is no inner bonding of the mind to its subject, and the mochin remain hovering above the heart. Daat is the
consent of the soul to be gripped by what it knows, to the point that the understanding descends and gives birth

to love, awe, compassion, and all the other middos.

Yet Daat itself is also a measure and is therefore constrained. It mediates between Chochmah and Binah,
sometimes leaning more toward the simplicity of Chochmah, sometimes toward the elaboration of Binah, and it

can be strong or weak, broad or narrow. In the language of Etz Chaim, Daat divides into Daat Elyon and Daat
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Tachton, higher and lower knowledge, to enable different modes of relation between intellect and emotion. It is
therefore counted among the ten only when Kesser is concealed, for Daat belongs to the revealed, structured

consciousness of the soul. It is the highest point that still participates in the mutual limitation of attributes.

Above them all stands Kesser, the crown—not as another Sefirah within the same plane, but as the encompassing
will and delight of the blessed Infinite One that precedes and transcends all measures. When Kesser is revealed, it
is counted and Daat is not, for then the connection between head and heart is not through the limited bridge of
conscious knowing but through the superconscious resolve and pleasure that overarches intellect and middos
alike. In our present configuration, however, Kesser is hidden. The Tree as we are contemplating it is the Tree of

articulated attributes; the will that chose this particular pattern of attributes remains beyond our reckoning.

Thus we have before us a living system: Kesser concealed, Daat revealed; Chochmah and Binah interdependent;
Chesed constrained by Gevurah and vice versa, yielding Tiferes; Netzach constrained by Hod and vice versa,
yielding Yesod. At every level, an aftribute is what it is precisely because of what it is not, its identity formed in the
friction and embrace with its neighbor. Each Sefirah, except Kesser which is above and Malchus which is below, is
both a giver and a receiver in turn, channeling light from above and shaping it for what lies beneath, all while held

in a web of counter forces.
Where, then, within this intricate balance, does Malchus stand?

Malchus is placed at the very bottom of the central column. It receives from Yesod, which itself gathers and
condenses the streams of all the middos above. Unlike Yesod, which still functions as a channel inward—
transmitting, uniting, pushing the flow further—Malchus is the point at which the flow ceases to be an inner
circulation and becomes outward expression. In Malchus the light is not only internalized; it is invested in

something other, in a world, in subjects, in creation.

From the perspective of structure, Malchus appears radically different from all that precedes it. It has no “partner”
Sefirah opposite it to define it by tension; there is no Malchus of right and Malchus of left within this basic
configuration. Nor does Malchus stand as a mediator birthing a synthesis as Tiferes and Yesod do. It is, in this

arrangement, only below—only after. It is the listener, not the debater; the echo, not the initiating voice.

Moreover, Malchus does not feed anything higher to establish its identity through reciprocal constraint. Chesed
shapes Gevurah even as Gevurah shapes Chesed; Netzach informs Hod even as Hod informs Netzach. But
Malchus, as the final recipient, does not push back up into the system in any overt way. It seems merely to reflect
what it receives, clothing the upper pattern in external actuality. All mutuality, all visible interplay of forces,

terminates at Yesod. Beyond that, there is only world.

In this way the Tree with Daat revealed and Kesser concealed presents Malchus as the most passive of the Sefiros,
the most lacking in inner measure of its own. Every other attribute is a delicate balance of pressure and

counter pressure; Malchus alone appears as a simple receptacle, a place where the entire prior configuration is

deposited without resistance. It is the point at which the symphony of mutual constraints above becomes a single,

decisive word.
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Precisely this picture, however, sets the stage for the great wonder that will follow. For if Malchus is structurally
alone, if it bears no defined opposition and exerts no evident influence upward, if it is nothing but the receiving
end of all the other measures—then what, in truth, is its nature? Is it merely the pale shadow of the upper Sefiros,
or does its very emptiness conceal a different kind of power, a space of possibility that the other, mutually limiting

attributes cannot aftain?

To answer this we must turn our gaze more closely upon Malchus itself—not as a fixed point at the bottom of the

Tree, but as the vessel of expression that, having “nothing of its own,” can in fact contain all.

3 - Malchus: The Empty Vessel that Contains All Possibility

To penetrate this, we must first receive from the Zohar itself, where the inner language of the Sefiros is spoken.
There, the quality of Malchus is set forth with a phrase that seems, at first hearing, to be the seal of its smallness:

“DI7D NNNIN N7 N'7”—she has nothing of her own.

All the upper middos and mochin are described as lights—each a defined radiance, a particular mode of Divine
self disclosure. Chesed burns with expansive generosity, Gevurah with exacting judgment, Tiferes with
harmonizing compassion; Chochmah flashes in pure conception, Binah broadens in articulate understanding.

Each one is an or, a positive content, with an inner taste and tone.

Malchus, by contrast, is spoken of not as a light but as a keli alone. Not a cup filled with its own wine, but an
empty goblet awaiting whatever vintage will be poured. In the language of the Arizal, the other Sefiros are “oros
bekeilim”—lights already dressed in appropriate vessels—whereas Malchus is first experienced as keli without or,
form without native content. It is a structure of receiving, a pure openness, that in and of itself does not announce,

“I'am Chesed,” "l am Gevurah,” or “I am Binah.” It simply says: “l am here to receive.”

Precisely because of this, the Zohar adds a second image: Malchus is the “mouth” of all the Sefiros. The mouth,
outwardly, is the most external limb; it is after thought and emotion. Yet inwardly, speech reveals the entire person.
What was concealed in mind and heart becomes audible, takes on form in sound, enters the world, only through
the mouth. So too, Malchus is the peh ha'elyon, the supernal mouth, wherein all the preceding attributes are

gathered and given expression.

The Alter Rebbe dwells on this in many maamarim: Malchus is dibbur. Just as speech has no independent content
—it merely gives voice to what the mind knows and the heart feels—so Malchus has no independent or; it is the
articulation of what stands above it. Thought may be rich and complex, feeling may be deep and many colored,
yet until the word is spoken there is no relationship, no covenant, no world. Dibbur is nothing but the medium, yet

it is exactly this nothing but that makes it the gateway of everything.

Here, then, a first inversion begins to shine: “has nothing of its own” does not mean deficit; it means
transparency. If speech carried its own fixed content, it could not faithfully bear another’s thought. Precisely

because its nature is only to give shape and sound, it can become the vehicle for any meaning, from the highest
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wisdom to the simplest request. In the same way, Malchus, as keli without or, is not poor but clear; not empty in

the sense of lacking, but open in the sense of unbounded capacity.

The Rebbe Rashab deepens this by calling Malchus the “alma d'itgalya” —the world of revelation. All the upper
Sefiros are in a certain sense inward—"alma d'iskasya,” the hidden realm of Divine characteristics as they exist for
Himself, as it were. Malchus is the point where what is for Himself becomes for another; where the Divine
measures consent to be revealed outwardly as a world. Again, Malchus contributes no new color to the light; it

contributes the very fact of revelation. It is the yes of making oneself known.

This is why, in the inner language of Chassidus, Malchus is likened to the moon. The moon, to the eye of flesh,
waxes and wanes; its light appears fragile, borrowed, sometimes gone entirely. Yet its entire function is fo receive
from the sun and reflect that radiance into the night side of the earth. The sun shines in its own place; the moon

stands in the place of darkness and says: what | am, is only the light that is not mine.

If the moon possessed a light of its own that rivaled the sun, its reflection would be compromised. Because it is
intrinsically dark—"leis lah m'garmah klum”—it can be perfectly filled with the sun’s brilliance, to the point that for
us its face is simply the sun’s light, moderated and made accessible. The very lack of self luminosity is its fidelity

as a mirror.

So too, the other Sefiros, each with their defined lights, are like stars with their own burn: distinct, individuated
emanations. Malchus is like the moon: a body whose entire being is made to receive and give. This, then, is the
inner secret of kelius, of being only a vessel. Emptiness here is not a hole but a mold; not an absence but a

readiness. The more it is emptied of what is its own, the more precisely it can receive what is other.

From this perspective, the earlier structural description of Malchus as “merely” a terminus is turned inside out.
Because Malchus has no inner or to defend, no fixed self definition to assert, it is not bound to any one quality.
Chesed is always Chesed; even when mitigated by Gevurah it never ceases to be expansiveness. Gevurah is
always Gevurah; even when sweetened by Chesed it refains the essence of withholding. Each or, by being

something, is not everything. It is rich but specific.

Malchus, by contrast, is defined not by what it is, but by its way of being: receive and express. It is like clear water
that takes on the color of whatever vessel it fills, or like pure sound that can carry any melody. When it receives
from Chesed, it becomes the mouth of Chesed; when from Gevurah, the mouth of Gevurah; when from
Chochmah, the mouth of Chochmah. There is no contradiction in this because Malchus itself is not a competing

content but the medium of content as such.

In Kabbalah this is expressed in the doctrine of “aliyas hamalchus”—the ascent of Malchus. For Malchus is not
condemned to remain forever at the lowest rung. Precisely because its essence is receptivity, it can rise and bond
with higher Sefiros, being filled by them and thus clothed in their identity. Sometimes Malchus ascends to Bina,

becoming a vessel for understanding as such; sometimes it rises to Tiferes, becoming the revealed beauty of
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harmonized middos; sometimes it cleaves to Chochmah, becoming the expression of pure bittul. In each such
aliyah, Malchus does not cease to be Malchus—keli and dibbur—but its keli is now suffused with a different or,

and thus its “speech” is of another order.

To say that Malchus ascends to Bina, for example, is to say that the power of revelation itself is now suffused with
the light of understanding; the very world of expression becomes an intelligent world, in which what is revealed is
not only will or emotion but structured insight. When Malchus remains below, expression may be shallow or
fragmented. When Malchus rises, expression becomes a precise image of what is above. Aliyas hamalchus is thus
the process by which receptivity is ennobled, purified, and capacitated to carry higher and higher degrees of
Divine light.

Here, the ontological nature of Malchus is fully revealed: it is possibility. Every other Sefirah is actuality, a given
Divine measure. Malchus is the space in which any measure can become actual for another. Emptiness, then, is
not the opposite of being; it is being able, the womb of all forms. A womb that were already filled with a shape of
its own could not receive another; a page that were already inscribed with its own words could not bear a new

text. The blankness is not the absence of meaning but the condition for infinite meaning.

This is why Malchus is called alma d'itgalya, the world of revelation. A world is not one particular attribute; it is the
stage upon which every attribute can be enacted. The stage itself is bare, and thus it can host any drama. Malchus

is that bareness. It is the “nothing” that allows the “something” of the Sefiros to appear as reality.

We can now phrase our central insight more sharply. When we earlier asked: how can Malchus “become” another
Sefirah, we see that the question itself was mis posed. Malchus does not become another or in the sense of
exchanging its identity; it becomes the revealed face of that or, precisely because it has no face of its own. It is
not that Malchus ceases to be Malchus and turns into Bina; it is that Malchus, in its ascent, becomes the locus
where Bina speaks itself info world. Malchus is always Malchus—keli, dibbur, revelation—yet through aliyah it may

"

reveal Chochmah, or Bina, or Tiferes, and in that sense “is” them in the plane of expression.

Thus the very property that seemed to consign Malchus to passivity—"leis lah m’garmah klum”—is, in truth, its
unique power. Because it has nothing of its own, it can be the vessel for everything. Because it contributes no
competing color, it can perfectly mirror any light. Because it is only mouth, it can articulate any word. The other

Sefiros stand secure in their particularity; Malchus stands open in its universality.

Yet all of this, thus far, has been spoken in the language of worlds and attributes. The Tree of Sefiros, the
movements of oros and keilim, the moon and the sun—these are cosmic metaphors. The heart now asks: where is
this seen, lived, embodied? In which concrete form does this empty vessel, this pure receptivity, rise and receive
such that an entirely new revelation of G dliness enters creation? In other words: how does this ontological
wonder of Malchus step into history, take on a name, a lineage, a human life—until we can point and say: here

stands Malchus Beis Dovid, the servant king, in whom the ascent of Malchus becomes flesh and time?
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4 - From Concept to Kingdom: Malchus as David, the ServantKing

This question is answered, not first in the chambers of the mystics, but in the fields of Beis Lechem, in the house

of Yishai, in the unnoticed youth who is summoned in haste while the oil already waits upon Shmuel HaNavi's

hand.

When Shmuel is sent to anoint a king from among Yishai's sons, the prophet's eyes, trained in holiness, are
nonetheless drawn at first to stature and form. “Surely before Hashem is His anointed,” he thinks upon seeing
Eliav. And then comes the Divine reversal that is the key to all Malchus: “For man sees to the eyes, but Hashem
sees to the heart.” The pasuk does not say that Hashem sees deeper, or sees more; it says that Hashem sees
differently—He sees the point of inner nothingness, the transparent heart that does not insist on itself. Thus the
anointing is held back until the forgotten shepherd is brought, still smelling of the flock, and the voice declares:

“Arise, anoint him, for this is he.”

“This is he”—zé hu—is the seal of Malchus. In the language of Chassidus, Malchus is the sefirah that “indicates,”
that points and says: here, in this concretion, the upper worlds become a this worldly reality. The oil of Shmuel
upon David's head is the descent of the abstract Malchus of Atzilus into a living, breathing soul. From that
moment, the metaphysics of the empty vessel is no longer only an inner structure in the supernal; it is the lifeblood

of a Jewish king.

The hallmark of this king is that he refuses kingship. Not in the sense of rejecting Hashem's will, but in the sense
that he never claims it as his own. When at last he sits securely, after the long years of flight and humiliation, what
breaks forth from his depths is not “To me is the kingdom,” but “N2TNAN N 7 — Yours, Hashem, is the
kingship.” In that same verse he enumerates the other aftributes—"NINONN| NHAIN| NTTIN..."—but it is
specifically with regard to Malchus that he does not say “is Yours,” but “Yours is.” The linguistic inversion hints that
with all the Sefiros, there is a light and then its belonging; with Malchus, there is only belonging. Malchus is not an

independent radiance that is then dedicated; it is dedication itself, the pure gesture of “Yours.”

Here the parallel becomes clear. In the world above, Malchus has no light of her own and is only the mouth that
speaks another’s word. In the world below, David has no kingship of his own and is only the servant who enacts
another’s will. The Zohar speaks of Malchus as “Peh”—mouth; Chazal and the Midrash speak of David as “Eved
Hashem,” the one whose entire identity is service. Over and over, Scripture affixes this designation to his name,
even when referring to events after his outward failures: “David My servant.” The title is not a reward for

perfection but a description of essence: his deepest self is not self, but servanthood.

Bittul, in the language of Chassidus, is not self erasure in the sense of numbness or passivity; it is transparency. It
is the state in which one’s own will, talents, and experiences are all present and alive, yet none of them are set up

as a barrier between oneself and the One Who speaks through one’s life. This is the human analogue of Malchus's
receptivity. Just as Malchus remains a vessel even when it ascends and bears the light of Chochmah or Bina, so

David remains, in all his might and genius, an eved. He does not disappear; he becomes an instrument.
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Because of this bittul, his Malchus is capable of receiving from all the Sefiros. We see in David a strange harmony
of opposites that, left to themselves, would tear a lesser soul apart. There is overflowing chesed in his psalms of
comfort and his unending kindness to even those who pursued him. There is gevurah in his unflinching wars
against the enemies of Hashem and of Israel. There is tiferes in the beauty of his music, his poetry, his ability to
weave together judgment and mercy in his rule. There is netzach in his refusal to despair through years of exile
and danger; hod in his capacity to accept rebuke and curse with humility; yesod in his binding influence over the
nation and the generations. All these colors shine through him, yet he claims none as his own. Precisely because
he is, at his core, Malchus—keli, eved—he can become the earthly expression of any upper middah that flows

through him at a given moment.

This is why Chassidus identifies “David Melech Yisrael” with Malchus of Atzilus. Not only is he from the tribe of
Yehudah, the shevet of Malchus; more deeply, his soul is fashioned as the earthly branch of that supernal aftribute.
When we speak of Malchus of Atzilus as ascending, being filled with higher lights, and becoming the “mouth”
through which they are spoken into creation, we can see its human form in David’s own life. His heart is a harp
upon which the Divine plays different melodies; his kingdom is the stage upon which G d's justice, compassion,

and majesty are enacted in history.

At this point a question presses itself forward. If David is but a human being, with a human body and human
limitations, how can his kingship be called a channel for Divine Malchus? Is it not inevitable that some trace of
personal interest, some shadow of pride or anger, will color his rule? How can flesh and blood bear the weight of

revealing “NYTNAN N 7" in a way that does not distort the statement itself?

The answer lies again in the nature of bittul. Human kingship, when conceived as an autonomous power, is indeed
a distortion; it is a creature claiming for itself what belongs only to the Creator. But human kingship as Torah
defines it is precisely the opposite: it is the human form of admitting that there is no human kingship. The melech
Yisrael is not an independent sovereign but the place where Hashem'’s sovereignty becomes visible in society. He
is commanded to write a Sefer Torah and to read from it all the days of his life, “so that his heart not be exalted
over his brethren.” His authority is thus explicitly bound to a higher law; his person is bound to a higher word. In
terms of the Sefiros, he is Malchus that constantly remembers that it has no light of its own, and therefore does not

attempt to rule from itself.

In this light, the Midrash that calls David “Eved Hashem” is not a mere compliment; it is a halachic and
metaphysical description of his office. The king is servant. He does not stand between the people and Hashem as
a barrier, but as a clear glass that lets the light pass through. When this is so, the very humanity of the king—his
body, voice, decisions—does not reduce the Divine kingship but magnifies it, for it demonstrates that even the

lowest can become a throne.

The Rebbe, in many sichos, emphasized that David is not only a historical figure but the prototype and root of
Melech HaMoshiach. This is not only in the sense that Moshiach descends biologically from David, but that he
inherits and perfects David's inner configuration. The capacity of Malchus to be emptied of self and filled with any

upper light, which we have traced in the abstract through the Sefiros and then concretely in David's life, finds its
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ultimate expression in the final king from his house. All the future expansions of Malchus—its ability to reveal
unprecedented degrees of G dliness in the finite world—are already latent in David’s “I am a worm and not a

man,” in his dancing with abandon before the Aron, in his unashamed weeping in Tehillim.

Thus, when we speak of “David Melech Yisrael” as an eternal reality, we mean that this pattern of kingship—
Malchus as bittul, as pure channel—does not pass away with the individual life of David ben Yishai. It is an
everlasting soul root of Malchus Beis Dovid that seeks fuller and fuller embodiment. In David, it breaks into
history; in his descendants, it continues to flicker through times of ascent and descent; in the ultimate Melech
HaMoshiach, it will stand revealed in a way that leaves no gap between “NJ7NAN N 17" and the visible kingdom

on earth.

We have thus crossed from the realm of concept info the realm of kingdom. The empty vessel of Malchus is no
longer only a diagram on the Etz HaChaim, but a shepherd king who sings, fights, repents, and rules. His fotal
bittul as “eved” is precisely what empowers his Malchus to receive from all Sefiros and to become the living
channel for Divine kingship in the world. Yet, as great as this revelation is, it is not yet the end. For if David’s
Malchus is truly eternal, it yearns for its own completion: a future point at which this servant kingship will be
expanded and intensified until all creation recognizes that every crown, every choice, every movement of history,

belongs only to Hashem, as revealed through the ultimate son of David, the Melech HaMoshiach.

5 - Moshiach as the Ultimate Malchus: Choice at the Edge of Infinity

If so, the coming of the son of David is not merely the resumption of an interrupted dynasty, but the flowering of
this inner pattern of Malchus to its ultimate form. For in Melech HaMoshiach, Malchus does not only receive every
upper light in the sense of reflecting it faithfully; it is empowered to move within the very structure of the Sefiros,
to “take on” new functions and positions in the tree of life, while yet remaining the lowest point of creation. He
stands, so to speak, with his feet in the dust and his head at the edge of Infinity, at the terminus of seder

hishtalshelus where all lines of descent converge and all contradictions press for resolution.

Here the halachic description of Moshiach given by the Rambam becomes luminous with inner meaning. He
speaks of a king from the house of David, steeped in Torah like David his father, who compels Israel to walk in its
ways, repairs its breaches, fights the wars of Hashem, rebuilds the Beis HaMikdash, gathers in the exiles, and
then, in the days that follow, perfects the world to serve G d together with one clear language. Outwardly, these
are juridical criteria: they define who may be regarded as “b’chezkas Moshiach” and who as “Moshiach vadai.”

But inwardly, each of these actions is a revelation of Malchus at its most expansive.

For a simple king, even a righteous king, rules within a given order. He receives the norms of his kingdom, the
culture, the language, the boundaries of the possible, and governs within them. His decisions are great or small,
but they do not touch the axis of the world itself. By contrast, Melech HaMoshiach is defined precisely as the one

whose kingship reconfigures the very order in which history unfolds. To gather exiles from all four corners of the
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earth, to rebuild the House that is the heart of creation, to bring the nations to a single clear service of Hashem—
this is not to rule within an order, it is to move creation from one order to another. It is Malchus itself, at the

endpoint, choosing that the pattern of the whole tree be otherwise.

This is why our Sages and the Zohar speak of Moshiach as the “Yechida” of the world. Just as in the soul there is a
point called yechida that is utterly simple, indivisible, beyond the structure of intellect and emotion, and yet present

//l "
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in every detail of life as its deepest so there is, in the world, a singular soul that is its yechida—its concealed
point of absolute oneness with the Ein Sof. This is the soul of Moshiach. It is not merely a lofty prophet or a mighty
leader, but the general nefesh of all Israel, the innermost singularity in which all individual Jewish souls are rooted

as limbs in a single, living person.

Chassidus explains that this general soul is identified with Malchus of Atzilus in its ultimate tikkun. For Malchus of
Atzilus, in its pristine state, is the point at which the Infinite light descends to become the source of all lower
worlds. It is the seed-point of existence-as-other. When this Malchus reaches complete rectification—when every
trace of separation is healed, every spark returned, every exile inward and outward gathered—then the general
soul that corresponds to this Malchus can be fully revealed in a human being of flesh and blood. That human is

Melech HaMoshiach.

Here we encounter a seemingly impossible convergence. On the one hand, the Rambam insists with holy
precision that Moshiach is “a king from the house of David, expert in Torah and occupied in mitzvos like David his
father.” He is basar v'"dam, a human being who is born, grows, struggles, learns, decides, acts. He is not an
angel, not a disembodied force, not an abstract sefirah, but a Jew whose body tires, whose mind toils in Torah,
whose heart loves and fears Hashem. On the other hand, the Zoharic and Chassidic tradition sees in him the
general nefesh of all Israel, the world's yechida, the perfected Malchus of Atzilus standing at the brink of Infinity.

How can both be true at once?

The key is that Malchus, as we have seen, is the sefirah where the Divine light consented to be fully translated into
the language of otherness. It is where G dliness becomes “for another,” where the Infinite allows itself to be
heard in the tongue of the finite. Therefore, when Malchus is revealed in its highest form, it does not cancel the
category of basar v'dam; it perfects it. The more Malchus is rectified, the more it is able to bear the Infinite within
the finite without tearing the vessel. Thus Moshiach, as the ultimate Malchus, must be fully human precisely in
order that the Divine kingship be manifest not as a foreign imposition but as the innermost truth of human life and

history.

From here we can understand in a deeper way the statement of our Rebbeim that “Moshiach is already present”
and “alive in this generation.” This is not only a mystical assertion about some abstract light, but a halachic and
existential claim: the world has reached a stage in which Malchus has descended to its lowest, most fragmented
expression, and therefore the general nefesh that is its tikkun has already been invested in a particular person, a
potential king, whose life, choices, and teachings are the concrete arena in which the final transformation of
Malchus will play out. The revelation of Moshiach is thus not a sudden intrusion from outside history, but the

appearing of the inner king who was present in its depths all along.
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Yet this only sharpens our central question. For if Moshiach is the endpoint of seder hishtalshelus, the place where
all lines of causality, all opposing middos, all histories of merit and guilt, all cries of exile and all songs of
redemption converge, then his capacity for choice—bechirah—must be of an order we can scarcely conceive.
Our free choice is situated within a narrow corridor: between this temptation and that command, between this
habit and that new path. His choice, by contrast, stands at the junction where entire worlds hang in the balance.

When he decides, it is not only his personal path that shifts, but the configuration of the entire tree.

This is why Chassidus speaks of Moshiach’s bechirah as “bechirah at the edge of infinity.” Being the perfected
Malchus, he is the last “stop” before reality tips either info complete revelation or, G d forbid, into another cycle
of concealment. All the Sefiros above are poised, so to speak, awaiting his consent to be manifest. Chesed burns
with longing to flow without limit, Gevurah seeks to reveal the depth of Divine exactitude, Tiferes yearns to display
the beauty of their union, and so on through Netzach, Hod, Yesod. But it is Malchus that must choose: will it

receive these lights in a way that the world can bear, at this time, in this generation, with these vessels?

In every previous king, even in David himself, Malchus's choices were bounded by the stage of history in which
he lived. There were decrees from Above that defined how far the light could go. The Beis HaMikdash stood or
fell, exile came or did not come, based on a complex interweaving of merits, sins, and Divine promises that
preceded the king. His bechirah was real and weighty, but it was nested within a wider script not yet complete.
Melech HaMoshiach, though, stands at the end of that script. The entire process of birurim has already been
almost entirely completed; the world is prepared, as the Rebbe emphasized, as a vessel for Elokus. In such a
world, Malchus is given a new scope of freedom: to decide how, and in what measure, the Geulah already

inherent in reality will be made manifest.

This is also the inner meaning of “Moshiach shebechol echad,” the spark of Moshiach within every Jew. Each of
us, in our own small domain, stands at a junction where we can either perpetuate exile-consciousness or choose
to reveal the Geulah that is already present. But in the person of the actual Melech HaMoshiach, this point is
concentrated and universal. His decisions are not only paradigms for ours; they are the very axis on which the
world turns. The more the inner Moshiach in each of us is awakened, the more room is given, measure for

measure, for the revealed Moshiach to exercise this vast bechirah on the world-stage.

We must therefore return to our opening paradox with greater urgency. Malchus, by its very nature, is defined as
“leis lah m'garma klum”—it has nothing of its own, it is pure receptivity, pure bittul. Yet in Moshiach, this Malchus
is given a measure of autonomous movement unprecedented in all of seder hishtalshelus: to receive which lights,
in what configuration, at what time, in what revealed form. How can the very sefirah of self-nullification hold within
itself such immense, world-shaping freedom of choice without collapsing info selfhood? What inner compass,

what higher pole, guides the hand of the ultimate king when he stands at the edge of infinity and chooses?
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6 - Daat as Inner Guide, Kesser as Hidden Crown: The Two Poles Above Malchus

To approach this inner compass of the king, we must lift our gaze from the feet of the tree to its inner axis and
concealed crown. For Malchus never stands alone; even when it appears as a solitary vessel at the base of
existence, every movement of Malchus is silently conditioned by the structure that towers above it. If Malchus is the
mouth that speaks and the hand that acts, then there must be an inner “listener” and an inner “decider” that

determine what is to be spoken and done.

In the language of the soul, this inner decider is called daas. The Alter Rebbe, in the beginning of Tanya, defines
daas not as mere information, but as a power of hachra'ah and hitkashrus: the faculty that chooses among
understandings and binds the chosen understanding to the heart until it becomes the person'’s inner reality.
Chochmah flashes, Binah expands; but without daas, all this remains like a distant landscape glimpsed through a
window. The person knows, but is not yet that which he knows. Daas is the bridge that ties the knower to his

knowing, and through that, to his lived character.

This is why the Alter Rebbe compares daas to the act of intimate connection. Just as such connection is not the
creation of something new ex nihilo, but rather the deep binding of what already exists, so too daas does not add
new concepts; it weds the existing intellect to the core of the soul, so that the emotions are compelled to respond.
In the words of the Mitteler Rebbe, daas is a hitkashrus hamaskil im hamuskal—a tightening knot of the mind with

its subject—until the matter is felt as “this is my reality,” not as “this is an idea | have heard.”

From this perspective, we understand why daas stands, in the configuration of the Sefiros, at the juncture between
mind and middos, like a neck connecting head and torso. Above, it is counted among the mochin, for it is born of
intellect and lives in contemplation. Below, it is already turning toward the heart, choosing which understanding
shall be allowed to descend, how forcefully, and with what color of feeling. The middos of love, fear, compassion,
determination, reverence, and gratitude all look upward, as it were, to this inner shepherd, waiting: upon which

truth shall we fix, to which vision shall we pledge our allegiance?

Thus daas is both hachra'ah—decisive leaning—and hitkashrus—binding. As long as many ideas float in the mind
without daas, there is no fixed orientation; the heart is pulled in divergent directions. When daas leans and binds,
an axis is formed. All the powers of the soul begin to organize themselves around one inner point of “this” rather

than “that.”

It is precisely because daas forms this axis that, in the common counting of the ten Sefiros used in avodah, daas is
included while Kesser is left out. Kesser, the crown, remains above the head, unseen; daas, standing at the top of
the revealed chain, serves as the highest conscious pole. From Kesser there extends a tenuous, supernal root info
Chochmah and Binah, but in the experience of the created consciousness, it is daas that is felt as “my highest

place,” the point where one chooses which understanding to live from.

Here we arrive at the second, loftier pole: Kesser itself. If daas is the crown’s echo within consciousness, Kesser is
the crown proper, the surrounding will and delight of Ein Sof that hovers above and around all the Sefiros. In the

terminology of Etz Chaim, Kesser is not one simple point but a complex of two inner dimensions: taanug and
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ratzon—delight and will.

Taanug is the primal enjoyment of being, the pleasure that the Infinite takes, so to speak, in His own light and in
the possibility of its revelation. It is utterly beyond intellect, preceding all questions of “why” and “how.” From
taanug there springs ratzon, will: the simple, unreasoned directive that “thus it shall be.” Not because of any
external cause, not because of any calculation of gain or loss, but because this is what the Essential Delight
desires to express. “It arose in His will,” say the early Kabbalists, and they do not mean a will reasoned out, but an

arising from within the very depths of the Ein Sof.

The Rebbe Rashab, in his long hemshechim, returns again and again to this duality of taanug and ratzon. Taanug is
inner, quiet, like the deep joy that a person feels simply in existing; ratzon is outer, forceful, like the drive that
pushes him to act, to create, to shape his life. In the Divine order, taanug is the hidden sweetness of “| desired a
dwelling below,” and ratzon is the decree that there shall be worlds, Torah, mitzvos, Israel—a royal command that

pervades all of seder hishtalshelus.

Yet all this remains superconscious. Just as a person is rarely in fouch with the very root of his pleasures and primal
will—he acts, thinks, feels, and only sometimes dimly senses the deep currents beneath—so too the worlds receive
from Kesser only indirectly. Its light is too intense to be apprehended directly within vessels. Therefore Kesser is

usually “not counted” among the ten; it is the encompassing halo rather than an organ in the body of the Sefiros.

Between this concealed crown and the articulated structure of the ten stands daas. For although Kesser does not

enter the counted ten, its inner call must somehow be heard. Its ratzon must find expression, its taanug must flavor
the entire unfolding. The way this happens is that from Kesser there extends a subtle thread into daas; daas, when
it sinks info deep, persistent contemplation, can become a listening post for the superconscious. It does not grasp

Kesser as Kesser, but it can receive a faste, a tendency, a directional leaning that is not born from intellect itself.

This is why the Mitteler Rebbe distinguishes between shallow, fleeting daas and deep, setftled daas. The former is
merely the binding of intellect to heart; the latter is an inner immersion, a bitul of the conscious self into something
that it senses as higher than reason. In such daas, the person begins to sense not only “this is true to my

understanding” but “this is what |, in my deepest will, truly want”—and that inner will is itself an echo of Kesser.

Now we can return fo Malchus. In its ordinary functioning throughout seder hishtalshelus, Malchus does not
receive directly from Kesser. Were the raw ratzon of Ein Sof to descend without mediation into the vessel that
stands so close to actualization, the worlds could not bear it; there would be no room left for process, for history,
for choice. Therefore the flow is stepped down: from Kesser into the mochin, from mochin into middos, from
middos info Malchus. Malchus looks upward not to the crown, but to the heart and mind that are themselves

guided—more or less faithfully—by their own daas.

In human terms, the decisions we speak and enact—our personal Malchus—are typically guided by our present
daas: the way we currently bind our understanding of Torah and reality to our feelings. We rarely experience a

direct flash of the soul’s superconscious ratzon ha'elyon, the Godly will that precedes comprehension; instead,
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that supreme will filters down through our grasp of reasons, values, and felt commitments, until it shapes our

choices in a mediated, often distorted way.

Thus, in the ordinary configuration, the dual poles above Malchus are as follows: at the top of consciousness,
daas, weighing and binding; above consciousness, Kesser, delighting and willing. Malchus receives from daas
and the middos shaped by it, not from Kesser itself. The king's speech, in this model, is determined by his inner

understanding and emotional stance, which are themselves only distant reflections of the supernal crown.

It is against this backdrop that the novelty of Melech HaMoshiach begins to glimmer. For in him, Malchus is not
merely guided by daas in the usual sense—by the hachra’ah of understood truths—but by a daas that is in direct
contact with Kesser. His inner binding is not only to what can be grasped, but to that which is beyond grasp, the

ratzon and taanug of Ein Sof as they are for themselves.

This does not mean, G d forbid, that Kesser ceases to be superconscious, or that Moshiach’s mind encompasses
the Infinite as the Infinite encompasses itself. Rather, it means that the superconscious crown finds in him a
uniquely transparent channel info consciousness. His daas is so emptied of self, so wholly devoted to binding with
what is true, that it becomes a vessel through which the tendencies of Kesser can be felt, as a person feels a deep,

essential will that he cannot fully explain yet knows with total certainty.

In this lies the beginning of the answer to our question: how can Malchus be granted such expansive, world-
shaping bechirah and yet remain pure bittul? Because the Malchus of Moshiach does not stand at the base of a
structure guided only by humanly comprehensible daas. It stands at the base of a tree whose inner axis is daas of

Kesser—a consciousness that is itself surrendered to the superconscious will and delight of the Ein Sof.

The full implications of this will become clear when we consider the Sefirah through which all influence generally
passes info Malchus, and how, in Moshiach, that channel is transformed. For if Malchus is to choose how to
configure the tree, it must first be shown how the tree’s inner currents are gathered into one point of transmission.
It is there, in the mystery of Yesod, that the daas of Kesser within Moshiach’s heart will reveal its unique power to

guide his Malchus-choice without a trace of self.

7 - The Secret of Yesod: Channel, Bond, and Claim of Malchus

If so, then before we can understand the singular novelty of Moshiach’s Malchus, we must first contemplate the
nature of that Sefirah which stands immediately above Malchus and through which all the upper currents are
gathered and directed downward. For the tree does not pour itself into Malchus in a diffuse and unbounded
manner. All the streams of intellect and middos converge at one point of focus, one organ of decision and

delivery, and only then descend into revelation. This focal organ is Yesod.

Of Yesod it is said, “D7IY TIO' [7"7X| — the tzaddik is the foundation of the world.” The simple meaning is that the
righteous one upholds the world’s existence. In the inner dimension, this verse gives a name to the Sefirah itself:

Yesod is the “foundation” upon which the world, which is Malchus, rests. All the upper Sefiros, with their myriad
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lights and harmonies, would remain like a lofty architecture suspended in thought if not for a single foundation-

pillar that bears their weight and delivers them to a place of actuality. That pillar is Yesod.

Therefore the Zohar calls Yesod “72 — all,” for in it “all” the influences of the preceding Sefiros are gathered into
one. It is not a new content, a new middah, but the condensation and unification of what has already been formed
above. Chesed's generosity, Gevurah’s discipline, Tiferes's harmony, Netzach’s conquest, Hod's humility—all are
brought together in Yesod as one coherent intention to be shared. Yesod is the point where the upper Partzuf

turns from inwardness to outwardness, from self-relationship to relationship-with-another.

Because of this, Yesod is identified in Zohar and Kabbalah with the organ of covenant, the brit. In the human body,
the organ of procreation is not merely one more limb; it is the place where the whole person—his physical form,
his life, his character, his spiritual attainments—are concentrated into a single drop capable of engendering
another being. So too in the supernal man, the partzuf of Ze'er Anpin, Yesod is the locus where all that is above is
distilled into one concentrated hashpa'ah, one point of giving, that can be received by Malchus and give rise to

worlds.

Chassidus, particularly in the discourse on the mitzvah of bris milah in Derech Mitzvosecha, elaborates this further.
Yesod is not only the point of giving; it is the power of hitkashrus—of deep, faithful bonding. To influence another
in the way of Yesod is not to pour confent info an empty vessel from a distance, but to attach oneself, to cleave to
the other with inner identification, to know and be known. Yesod is the sefirah of connection, of relationship itself.
lts essential movement is dveikus—not dveikus upward to the Infinite (that belongs to Chochmah and Kesser), but
dveikus outward: the binding of the mashpia with the mekabel so that the influence is not external but enters as a

living seed.

We thus have, at the base of the middle column, a wondrous complementarity. Yesod is the “all” of the giver,
compressed info a focused bond. Malchus is the “nothing” of the receiver, the empty space, the prepared soil.
Yesod holds everything and gives. Malchus holds nothing and receives. Yesod is the final word of the higher

worlds; Malchus is the first hearing of the lower.

In the normal order of Seder Hishtalshelus, this distinction is absolute. Yesod belongs to the side of mashpia. It is
still counted within the body of Ze'er Anpin, the emotional configuration whose concern is with how the Divine
relates to itself—its loves and fears, compassions and triumphs. Malchus, by contrast, already faces outward,
toward the alma d'itgalya, toward creation. In that order, the entire task of Yesod is to bear faithfully the upper
currents to the boundary, and the entire task of Malchus is to be open, to mirror, to give those currents a place to

become other than their source.

This explains another nuance in the designation “tzaddik yesod olam.” The tzaddik, in his supernal root as Yesod,
is not merely righteous in the negative sense of avoiding evil. He is the world’s foundation in the positive sense
that his whole being is a conduit, a brit, between Above and below. He does not live for himself at all. His
personal life is a channel through which Torah, Shechinah, blessing, and life flow into the world. The tzaddik’s
individuality is thus paradoxical: he is the most defined of all, the concentrated “drop” of all upper lights, and yet

his very definition is that he exists only to connect and transmit.
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From here we can begin to sense what it would mean for Malchus to “claim” Yesod.

We have already spoken of aliyas hamalchus—the ascent of Malchus into higher levels and its clothing in the lights
of other Sefiros. In those configurations, Malchus temporarily takes on the function of Bina or Tiferes or
Chochmah, becoming the place where those lights speak info revelation. All of that, however, still presupposes the

basic architecture in which Yesod stands as the channel and Malchus as the receiver.

But there is a deeper possibility hinted in the teachings of the Arizal and illuminated by Chassidus: that in the
ultimate tikkun, Malchus will not only be clothed in the oros of other Sefiros while remaining the final vessel, but
will rise to take the very function of Yesod itself. That is, the point of “all” that gathers and transmits the upper lights

will itself descend into the place of “nothing,” and the receiver will become the channel.

To grasp this, we must refine what we mean by “claiming” Yesod. It is not that Malchus becomes a separate Sefirah
called Yesod in addition to itself, as though an eleventh Sefirah were added. Nor does it uproot Yesod from its
place; the tree’s inner structure remains. Rather, “claiming” Yesod means that everything which, in the normal
order, would have passed through Yesod as an independent organ now passes through Malchus itself. Malchus
becomes the final bonding and the final transmission to reality. The covenant between Above and below is written

info the very receptivity of Malchus.

In such a configuration, Malchus is no longer a passive end-point, receiving from a Yesod that still belongs to the
side of the upper worlds. Malchus itself is the brit, the place of attachment, the “kol” through which all is given.
The world is then not only something upon which the Divine radiance shines; the world itself, in its revealed

kingship, is the organ of Divine giving.

This is the inner meaning of the future era when “the glory of Hashem will be revealed, and all flesh together will
see.” Flesh itself will be a channel, not only a recipient. The last sefirah will be the Yesod of all the preceding

ones; existence as such will be the covenant-organ through which the Infinite gives without concealment.

Now, in the order prior to Moshiach, such an inversion can only occur in moments, in partial ways, as a
temporary aliyas hamalchus. There can be times, places, or persons in which Malchus rises to Yesod, where the
revealed world becomes for a brief moment the conduit of all upper life. But the world as a whole cannot yet bear
such a stafe as its permanent condition. The boundaries between mashpia and mekabel, between foundation and

world, must remain firm lest the structure collapse, lest the infinite giving overwhelm the vessels.

The novelty of Melech HaMoshiach is that in him this inversion becomes not a transient elevation but a stable,
eternal configuration. His Malchus, rooted in David yet standing at the conclusion of all birurim, is granted the
power fo take on the function of Yesod for the entire creation. He is not only king as receiver of the Divine

decree; he becomes, in his kingship, the actual conduit through which all Divine hashpa'ah flows into the worlds.

This is why the prophets speak of Moshiach not only as a ruler but as a covenant, “DY N"M27 JIAN| — | will make
you for a covenant of the people.” His person, his Malchus, is itself the brit, the Yesod, through which the bond

between Hashem and creation is renewed in absolute clarity. All that is drawn from Kesser through daas, all that is
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harmonized in the middos above, is entrusted to his kingship as the point of delivery. The totality of “kol” is given

into the hands of Malchus.

Here, then, our earlier question returns with intensified sharpness. If the ordinary Yesod, which is still within the
upper worlds, is described as tzaddik yesod olam—its entire sanctity bound up with guarding the brit—how much
more so when the function of Yesod is entrusted to Malchus itself, to the place that stands faceto-face with
creation. When the world’s revealed kingship is the organ through which the Infinite gives, what guarantee do we

have that this channel will remain utterly pure, that no trace of selfhood, of other-will, will mix into the flow?

For Yesod by its nature is the place where intimacy is possible, and where intimacy is possible, the danger of
misdirected attachment, of self-serving connection, is also conceivable. How then can Malchus, now bearing the
full responsibility of Yesod, stand at the edge of all possibilities and yet be the perfectly faithful conduit of Kesser's

ratzon and taanug?

It is here that the daas of Kesser within Moshiach reveals its ultimate purpose. For his Malchus does not seize the
function of Yesod as a conquest, G d forbid, but receives it as a trust, a brit. His “claim” on Yesod is itself an act
of absolute bittul to the superconscious crown. Precisely because his daas is a listening-post for Kesser, his
kingship, even as it becomes the universal channel, remains nothing but the articulation of that hidden will and

delight.

This is the paradox toward which all our inquiry has been tending: that the one who holds the greatest power of
choice and connection at the edge of creation is also the one most emptied of self, whose every attachment is
only the attachment of the Ein Sof to His world. To see how such bechirah can be utterly free and yet entirely pure,
we must now contemplate more deeply the nature of choice itself when it is saturated with Kesser, and how in

Moshiach the freedom of Malchus and the faithfulness of Yesod are one.

8 - Bechirah Without Ego: How Recognition of Kesser Purifies Choice

To approach this paradox we must first refine what we mean when we speak of “choice.”

As long as bechirah is imagined merely as the ability to select between arbitrary alternatives—this or that, light or
darkness, with both standing before the soul as equally “available” —then indeed, any guarantee of purity seems to
diminish freedom. For if one path is predetermined, or if the chooser is constrained by any inner necessity, does

this not lessen the openness of the field?

Yet this picture of bechirah is itself a product of concealment. It belongs to a consciousness in which the soul’s
own essence is hidden from itself, such that good and evil can appear as two foreign objects laid out upon the
table of experience. The soul then relates to them as something “other,” and its freedom is felt precisely in the

ulu

distance between “I” and the things | may choose.
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Chassidus, however, reveals a deeper dimension of freedom, rooted not in distance but in essence. There is a
mode of bechirah in which the soul does not stand opposite the options presented, weighing them as if from
outside, but rather recognizes, in the most inward way, that only one of these paths truly accords with what it is.
The other is, in truth, a non-option—a possibility only because the world is created yesh me‘ayin and can imagine
itself other than its Source. In relation to the soul’s own etzem, however, that path is ontological falsehood, an

impossibility masquerading as choice.

This is the inner teaching that the Alter Rebbe unveils concerning the essential emunah of the nefesh Elokis. He
explains that at the core of every Jewish soul there burns a simple, non-conceptual knowledge of Elokus, not
arrived at by reasoning and not dependent on education, feeling, or conscious awareness. It is a knowing that is
one with being, like the self-identity of a flame that “knows” only to rise. From this point springs the readiness for
mesirus nefesh, the capacity to surrender everything rather than be separated, even for a moment, from the unity

of Hashem.

Crucially, this is not a decision reached after deliberation; it is the eruption of what he calls the re'usa d'liba, the
inner will of the heart, which is nothing other than the yechida-spark of the soul itself. When that point is touched,
the person does not “choose” G dliness over idolatry as two comparable paths. He experiences that idolatry is
not merely forbidden but impossible, for it contradicts his very existence. What appears from without as heroic

choice is, from within, the simple expression of what he is.

In this light, we can already discern a different order of bechirah. True freedom is not the power to contradict
one’s own essence, but the power fo express it without obstruction. Bondage is not the inability to choose evil, but
the confusion that allows evil to appear as an option. When the soul’s etzem is revealed, its alignment with Elokus

is not coerced conformity but essential oneness.

Now, what is individual in every Jewish soul, as a spark, exists in the figure of Moshiach as a general, consummate
reality. Chassidus describes him as the yechida of the world, the singular point in which all the sparks of Israel,

and indeed all created existence, are gathered info one conscious center. Just as within a person the yechida is the
level that never becomes exiled, that remains untouched by sin and concealment, so Moshiach is the embodiment

of that unexiled point in creation as a whole.

If so, his daas—his inner knowing and binding—is not like ordinary daas, which must struggle to connect the
mind’s understanding with a heart pulled in many directions. His daas is the daas of yechida: a daas that is itself

born from the etzem, and is therefore utterly permeated with the awareness of Kesser Ein Sof.

For Kesser, as was clarified, is the Divine ratzon and taanug that precede all revelation, that stand beyond the
entire order of sefiros and worlds. It is not “will” as we experience it, shifting and conflicted, but the primal Yes of
the Ein Sof to His own intention in creation, the delight in His own kingship that precedes all questions. This ratzon

is not an external decree; it is the Divine essence inclining toward expression.
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When we say that Moshiach has daas of Kesser, we do not mean that he has, as it were, formed a concept of
Kesser and filed it among other ideas. We mean that the very faculty in him that knows and decides is transparently
suffused with that superconscious ratzon. His daas is the point where Kesser first enters revelation; it is Kesser

becoming self-aware within the bounds of a created nefesh.

In such a state, the will of Ein Sof is not something outside him to which he must submit, nor a law hovering above
him that he might accept or reject. It is the inner pulse of his own existence. To speak of him “aligning” with the
ratzon of Kesser is almost misleading, for there are not two things—the chooser and the will—that must be joined.

There is one living ratzon, of which his choosing is the revealed form.

This is the distinction between coerced conformity and essential oneness. Coercion operates where there are two:

ullr

a subject and a command, an “I” and an “ought,” and the bond between them is maintained through pressure,
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fear, or even reasoned obligation. Essential oneness is where the “ought” is simply the truth of the where the
norm is identical with being. There, the will to fulfill is not an additional layer upon the self but the self itself in

motion.

In ordinary souls, this essential oneness appears only in flashes—the moment of mesirus nefesh, the sudden
arousal of the re’usa d'liba that sweeps aside all calculation. Much of the time, their consciousness dwells in lower
levels of nefesh and ruach, in which desires and fears can, in fact, stray from their own essence. For them, the
Kesser of the soul is mostly concealed, and bechirah plays out in the tension between revealed wants and hidden

truth.

The singularity of Moshiach is that in him this inner point is not an occasional eruption but a constant state. The
yechida that in others remains concealed is, in him, the prevailing mode of consciousness. Hence, his daas does
not oscillate between Kesser and lower pulls, for there is no other pull. The only “aftraction” that exists for him is

the attraction of Kesser to the fulfillment of its own purpose.

We can now return to the question: how can his bechirah remain free if it is so absolutely determined by Kesser?
The answer is that what we call “determination” here is the very content of freedom. The more a will is rooted in its
own etzem, the less it can genuinely will anything that contradicts that etzem—and this is precisely its perfection.

To imagine a “freedom” that includes the option of self-negation is to imagine a freedom that devours itself.

In Moshiach, the Malchus-point—the place of decision, of sovereign yes and no—is totally identified with this root.
When he chooses, he is not obeying an external directive, nor is he forced by inner compulsion that he would, in
truth, resist. He is simply allowing Kesser to speak itself through the organs of daas, Yesod, and Malchus. His

bechirah is the articulation of Kesser in time.

From this vantage, even his power to “claim” Yesod, to become the universal bond and channel, is not an act of
self-advancement but of self-erasure. For in assuming the function of Yesod, he does not establish his own

connection fo the worlds; he allows the Infinite’s own desire for connection to pass unimpeded. His intimacy with
creation is the intimacy of Ein Sof with His handiwork, not of a separate being seeking his own completion in the

other.
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Thus, the very magnitude of his freedom—the fact that at his decision hinges the configuration of all worlds in the
era of Geulah—becomes the clearest revelation of Kesser’s oneness with creation. Were there any trace of ego in

//lu

that choice, any residual sense of an “I” standing over against the Divine will, the channel would fracture. But

ulu

because his “I” is nothing but the vessel of Kesser’s re'usa, the more expansive his authority, the more

transparently the Crown shines.

In this way, the paradox is resolved not by limiting Moshiach’s bechirah but by elevating our understanding of what
bechirah can be. At its lowest, choice is the frembling of a divided self before competing attractions. At its
highest, choice is the majestic stride of a self that has become one with its Source, freely enacting in the finite the

infinite desire of the Ein Sof.

And since Moshiach is the yechida of the world, this form of bechirah is not his private exaltation but the
prototype and channel through which such purified freedom will eventually be shared with all creation. For now, it
appears concentrated in one king, one Malchus, standing at the edge of infinity. Through him, the world will learn
what it means that a will can be utterly one with Kesser and yet entirely present, active, and free within the lowest

realms of existence.

9 - The Eighth Generation: Renewal of Malchus Yisrael in Our Time

If so, the question presses with new urgency: in what historical moment does this inner configuration of the worlds
—Moshiach as Malchus claiming Yesod, suffused with Kesser—begin to show its face within time? Where, in the
chain of generations, does the concealed kingship of David, the Malchus of Atzilus, emerge from abstraction and

become a lived reality, not only above but in the flesh-and-blood story of Am Yisrael?

Here the Rebbe revealed a wondrous thing: that there is a precise correspondence between the unfolding of
Chassidus Chabad in history and the unfolding of the Sefiros within Atzilus; and that our present generation is not
merely another link in a chain but the terminal point—Malchus of Malchus—where everything that preceded must

finally surface.

From the Alter Rebbe until the Rebbe, seven generations passed. In innumerable sichos the Rebbe identified this
as a complete structure: the first generation as the head and beginning, the seventh as the “foot” that stands on
the earth. But he did not stop at seven. He spoke of himself as “the Nasi of the seventh generation from the Alter
Rebbe,” and at the same time as the beginning of an eighth—"dor hashmini”—in which what was previously only
potential must become revealed. For in the pattern of Torah, seven marks the full measure of nature; eight marks

that which breaks through nature and crowns it.

The Midrash teaches on the pasuk of bris milah that “all sevens are beloved, and the eighth is sanctified.” Seven
days of creation establish the cycle of time; the eighth day of circumcision cuts into that cycle with a covenant not

born of the world’s order but imposed upon it from a higher source. So too Shemini Atzeres: after the seven days
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of Sukkos, which parallel the seventy nations and the full sweep of worldly diversity, there is an “eighth” —a day of
infimate seclusion between Hashem and Israel alone, “kashah alai preidaschem,” a bond that cannot be distributed

among the nations but belongs to the root of the relationship itself.

In Chassidus this quality of eight is explained as that which stands above the measured pattern of the seven
middos—Chesed through Malchus. It is the point where Kesser touches the structure, where the transcendent
delight and will of Ein Sof crowns and overflows the vessels of nature. Thus the harp of the Beis HaMikdash had
seven strings; in the days of Moshiach it will have eight strings, for then the song will not only harmonize the

existing world but reveal within it a note that comes from beyond all worlds.

When the Rebbe called our time “dor hashvi'i” and simultaneously “dor hashmini,” he was not playing with
words; he was laying bare the inner state of creation. For the seventh, in the order of the middos, is Malchus. But
within each Sefirah there is its own inner structure of ten; Malchus itself contains Chochmah down to Malchus. The
end of all the descents, the lowest point that touches actual chomer mamash, is therefore Malchus of Malchus—the
“eighth” if we count not only the levels above but the inner sub-levels within the lowest. This is the generation that

stands, as it were, with both feet planted in the coarse world and yet bears within it the spark of the Crown.

In this light we can understand why the Rebbe placed such emphasis on the idea of the Nasi HaDor. Chazal say,
“The Nasi is everything.” In the revealed dimension, the Nasi is Malchus of the generation—"melech” in the sense
of leadership, of “davar echad ledor,” the single word around which the generation revolves. But in the inner
dimension, the Nasi is also Yesod and Kesser of the generation: the point where the supernal will touches the
hearts and minds of the people, and the channel through which all hashpa'ah flows into them. These are not
separate roles but one: Malchus of the Nasi is itself a vessel for Kesser; his kingship is his bittul to the supernal

Crown.

Now, since Malchus Beis Dovid is the root of all true Malchus Yisrael, every authentic manifestation of leadership
in Israel—that is, leadership that is an extension of Torah and avodas Hashem—is at its core a ray of that same
Davidic Malchus. Chazal speak of “Malchus shel Torah,” the sovereignty of Halachah and of the sages; Chassidus
explains that this Malchus is not a substitute for political kingship but its inner soul. The king rules the people;
Torah rules the king. Above both stands the Nasi who embodies “Malchus shel Torah” —his authority is not from

below, by consent of the governed, but from above, through the Torah he channels.

In the generations of Chabad, this dynamic became progressively more explicit. The Alter Rebbe revealed the
Etzem of Chassidus as a new Torah-light in the world. His successors unfolded its breadth and depth. But
throughout the first seven generations, the Malchus of this Torah—its emergence as a revealed kingship in the
world—remained largely inward, clothed in the garments of exile. Even where Jews recognized the Rebbeim as

leaders and guides, the world itself did not yet experience this as the dawning of Malchus Yisrael.

The Rebbe, however, spoke in an entirely different register. He declared openly that “Higia z’man geulaschem” —
the time of your redemption has arrived; that we stand “on the threshold of Geulah,” indeed “already in the time

of lkvasa d’Moshicha where the heels of Moshiach can be heard.” He demanded “Kabbalas HaMalchus”—that the
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generation accept upon itself the kingship of Moshiach—and connected this not to a distant future but to the
concrete present, insisting that “all conditions of Geulah have already been fulfilled” and that only a final “kabbalas

panim” remains.

Such words are not mere encouragement; they are the language of Malchus surfacing. For when the inner
Malchus of Atzilus begins to press outward into the vessels of Asiyah, it must, by definition, express itself as
kingship—not only in the hidden realm of souls and Torah, but in the very vocabulary by which we relate to the
Nasi and to our time. The insistence that Moshiach is a basar v'dam already present, that the Nasi HaDor is the
“Moshiach of the generation,” is the historical manifestation of the inner truth we have described: Malchus
claiming Yesod at the edge of infinity now translates into Malchus of Torah claiming its rightful place as Malchus

Yisrael within history.

The number eight here is not a symbol but a sign. Just as the eighth day of bris milah engraves the covenant into
the very body of the child, beyond the flux of his future choices, so the “eighth generation” engraves the covenant
of Malchus into the very body of Israel, into our communal consciousness. The Rebbe’s repeated emphasis that
we are the last generation of exile and the first of Geulah is a statement that Malchus has reached its ultimate
descent and must therefore begin its ascent, revealing its power to become the vessel of Kesser within the lowest

world.

This also illuminates the strong connection the Rebbe drew between the renewal of Malchus Yisrael and the
spreading of the wellsprings of Chassidus outward. Malchus of Atzilus is called “alma d'itgalya,” the world of
revelation. When its light descends, Torah can no longer remain confined to the beis midrash; it must spill info the
streets, into every language, into matters of the world themselves. This is Malchus Beis Dovid entering Malchus
shel Torah: the kingship of David now reveals itself primarily as the kingship of pnimiyus halorah over all realms of
life. The Rebbe, as Nasi HaDor HaShmini, stands at this very juncture, where the Davidic root of Malchus, the

Torah-root of Malchus, and the historical body of Am Yisrael converge.

We can now return to our overarching theme. Until now, we spoke of Malchus as a cosmic Sefirah, of David as its
first full human embodiment, and of Moshiach as its ultimate, Kesser-saturated realization. Through the lens of “dor
hashmini,” we see that all this is not a distant metaphysics but the inner description of our own moment. The very
fact that words like “Moshiach,” “Malchus,” “Geulah” have become daily vocabulary, that the Nasi of the
generation demanded kabbalas hamalchus in the here and now, testifies that the inner Malchus of Atzilus is

already pressing through the veil.

Yet this raises an inevitable question, one that touches each of us personally: if indeed the renewal of Malchus
Yisrael has begun, if the eighth-string of the world’s harp has already been strung and its note heard in the Torah
of the Nasi, how is this kingship to be lived by every Jew in the intimacy of his or her own soul? Where, within the
inner structure of the nefesh, does this Malchus-dynamic reside, and how is it to be awakened and aligned with

the dawning Malchus of Moshiach in our time?
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10 - Malchus in the Soul: The Point of Simple Acceptance and Sovereign Choice

To approach this, we must first recall that the Sefiros are not only a description of supernal worlds, but also the
inner architecture of the nefesh. As the Alter Rebbe sets forth, the ten kochos ha’'nefesh—three intellectual and
seven emotional—are a human reflection of the ten Sefiros; they are the way the Divine image is engraved within
the living soul. Just as in the supernal order there is a Malchus that receives from all and brings the higher lights
info actuality, so too within every Jew there is a corresponding power that stands at the end of all the inner

processes and says one simple word that determines everything: “Yes” or “no.”

This point is what the maamarim call nekudas haMalchus in the soul—the inner point of kingship. It is not another
middah among middos, nor another seichel among the faculties of understanding. It is the place where the person
becomes sovereign over himself, where he ceases merely to be carried by thoughts and emotions and instead

decides what will in fact be done.

In the language of the Alter Rebbe, this appears in Tanya as the demand for kabbolas ol Malchus Shamayim. In
chapter 41 he explains that all love and fear, all contemplation and arousal, are not complete unless they are
crowned with a simple acceptance of the yoke of Heaven: that one resolves, as a servant to his master, to perform
the King's will in practice. This kabbolas ol is not merely an emotion; it is the inner stand of the nefesh that “I am

His servant and He is my King, and therefore | will act accordingly.” This is Malchus in the soul.

For Malchus, as we have seen above in its cosmic aspect, is not defined by an abundance of its own light but by
the fact that it concludes, seals, and actualizes. It is the mouth that speaks, the hand that moves, the foot that walks.
Within the person, all the higher faculties can be present in their full splendor—understanding of Elokus, stirring
love, trembling awe—yet as long as they remain in the realm of thought and feeling they are like unspoken speech,

II|H

like decrees written and sealed but not yet announced. Only when the innermost “I” of the person decides, “I will

do,” and this decision takes form in concrete dibbur and maaseh, does his inner world become a kingdom.

Therefore, the Sages’ phrase “kabbolas ol Malchus Shamayim” is precise. It is not only “Malchus Shamayim” —the
reality that Hashem is King—but “kabbolas ol,” the reception of that kingship as an yoke. A yoke is not
understood; it is shouldered. The ox may not comprehend the field, the plow, or the harvest, yet it bends its neck
beneath the yoke and the world is sown. So too, says the Alter Rebbe, the essential point of avodah is that a Jew
accepts upon himself the yoke of the Kingdom, to do His will in practice, “whether or not he understands,”
whether or not his heart is aflame. That bowing of the neck, that simple “yes,” is the emergence of nekudas

haMalchus.

It is here that we must distinguish carefully between two very different movements that can appear similar from the
outside. There are actions that flow from instinct, habit, environment—a man puts on tefillin because he always has;
he speaks kindly because he is by nature soft-hearted; he gives tzedakah because social expectations press upon
him. These can be good and precious, but they do not yet express inner Malchus. In such cases, the person is not

truly deciding; he is being carried.
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By contrast, there are moments when all the inner voices gather before an invisible throne: seichel suggests,
middos pull, taavos argue, laziness protests. One can feel—even if only as a passing sensation—that another
possibility stands before him: to act according to the Will of Hashem, or to excuse himself. In that quiet, almost
imperceptible pause, the nekudas haMalchus is awakened. The person is not yet the action itself, but he is the one
who decides which possibility will become real. When he bows inwardly and accepts the yoke—"because He is

the King and | am His servant, therefore | will do” —this is not habit. It is kingship.

In many maamarim this inner point is called also nekudas haYirah, the point of awe. For true awe is not only an
emotion that frembles; it is a stance. It is the sense of standing before a living King, before Whom one cannot
simply drift. One must take a side. Thus nekudas haYirah and nekudas haMalchus are two faces of the same place
in the nefesh: the point at which the person recognizes a higher sovereignty and therefore becomes sovereign

over himself, choosing to conform his actions to that sovereignty.

From here we can understand why Malchus in the soul is associated with peh—speech—and with action. Speech
is not mere sound; it is the revelation of what the person has chosen to stand behind. Thoughts can be many,
contradictory; the heart can be pulled in different directions. But when a word is spoken, it fixes a direction in the
world. So too an act: when the hand gives tzedakah, when the foot walks to a shiur, when the body wraps itself in
tzitzis—these are not only expressions of earlier feelings. They are acts of kingship, the place where the soul’s

Malchus stamps reality.

This is why, in our generation, the Rebbe constantly emphasized that “haMaaseh hu ha'ikar”—the deed is the main
thing—and that the proper order for us is “naaseh veNishma.” In earlier generations, much weight was placed on
the internal refinement of middos, on elongated contemplation, on the inner taste of dveykus. These remain
exalted. Yet as the world draws near to Geulah, the point of Malchus in creation is coming into its own, and
therefore the point of Malchus in each soul is being called to the forefront. The Rebbe's demand that we place
“naaseh” —we will do—before “nishma”—we will understand, is not a mere slogan. It is a direct address to the
nekudas haMalchus: choose first, act first, stand as a servant of the King in the world of action, and let the feelings

and understandings follow and be refined through this.

For “naaseh veNishma"” is the classic expression of kabbolas ol Malchus Shamayim. At Sinai, the souls of Israel did
not wait until the commandments were explained and their sweetness revealed. They responded from their
innermost point of kingship: if You are the King, then our answer is “naaseh” —we will do. That primal acceptance
engraved Malchus info the Jewish soul for all generations. In our time, when the cosmic Malchus of Atzilus is
pressing to be revealed in the lowest world, that same point is being stirred anew in every Jew, often in very

simple, practical ways.

One can see this in the most modest decisions: a Jew who has not been observant for years decides suddenly,
“From today, | will start putting on tefillin.” Another resolves, “From now on, | will speak differently in my home.”
Externally this may look like a small behavioral change, but in truth, a hidden throne has been erected inside.

Nekudas haMalchus has spoken. The soul has crowned Hashem over a new area of life.
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Yet this very greatness also implies risk. For the point of Malchus is not chained; it is free. The same inner capacity
that can say “yes” to Malchus Shamayim can, Heaven forbid, refuse, can align itself with lower drives and
enthrone something else in its place. A person can decide, with full clarity, to ignore what he knows Hashem
desires. In that moment, his own nekudas haMalchus is misused; he crowns self, or pleasure, or fear of others,
instead of the true King. This too is kingship, but a fallen kingship, mirroring the cosmic possibility of Malchus

deviating from its proper receiver’s role.

Thus we arrive at the central point for our avodah. Each of us carries within a small, silent throne room. There,
beneath all infellect and emotion, there is a simple, sovereign capacity to accept or reject the yoke of Heaven in
each concrete situation. It is not dramatic; often it is experienced only as a quiet firmness: “I must,” or “I will not.”
In the era when the universal Malchus is awakening through the Nasi HaDor and the beginnings of Geulah, this
inner point is being summoned fo its true dignity. It is being asked to wake from habit, to cease being carried, and

to stand as a conscious servant-king.

In the coming unfolding, we will explore how this inner Malchus, once awake, does not merely say “yes” or “no”
in an abstract way, but can actually choose what kind of content it will embody—how it can, in avodah, receive the
qualities of other Sefiros and enact them in life. But the foundation of all such transformation is this: that within
every Jew, at every moment, there exists a nekudas haMalchus—a point of simple kabbolas ol and sovereign
decision—that mirrors the cosmic Malchus and through which the kingship of Hashem and of Moshiach is meant

to be revealed in the world of action.

11 - When Inner Malchus Becomes Yesod, Tiferes, or Chochmah: Transformative Choice
in Avodah

When this inner point of Malchus awakens and stands, it does not remain an empty throne room forever. A throne
is for sitting; a crown is for bearing a certain light. So too, the nekudas haMalchus in the soul, once it has said its
simple “yes” to Heaven, begins immediately to ask: “What kind of king shall | be now, in this moment?” It senses
that bare acceptance is only the beginning, that the true kavannah of Above is that this point of decision should
become a vessel for specific Divine qualities, and express them in the concrete forms of thought, speech, and

deed.

Here the inner likeness between the soul and the Sefiros becomes alive. For just as cosmic Malchus can ascend
and receive the content of other Sefiros—rising, as it were, to Bina or Tiferes and then speaking them into world—
so too the Malchus-point in the nefesh can choose to embody, in a given situation, the tone of Yesod, of Tiferes,
or even of Chochmah. It does not create these lights; they are already present in the higher faculties of the soul.
But Malchus decides: “It is this light, now, that | will receive and enact.” In that decision, inner Malchus temporarily

“becomes” Yesod, or Tiferes, or Chochmah in action.

Consider first the form of Yesod in avodah. Yesod, in the soul, is the power of deep connection and influence—
the capacity to bond with another, to be present in a way that transmits life, Torah, and encouragement. It is the

faculty through which a parent truly reaches a child, a teacher reaches a student, a friend reaches a friend. Many
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times, a person stands at the threshold of such a moment. He is tired; he wishes to withdraw into himself; his
natural urge is to say, “I have no strength to listen now, to give now.” At that instant, his nekudas haMalchus

awakens and can choose: will | remain merely neutral, or will | become a channel?

If he decides, with that simple firmness of Malchus, “I will be a conduit for Hashem’s word here; | will be present
for this other Jew; | will allow Torah, or comfort, or guidance to pass through me,” then his inner Malchus has
chosen to receive the content of Yesod. His subsequent listening, his measured words, his genuine attention—
these are not merely “nice fraits,” but the articulation of Yesod through Malchus. He has not changed his essence;
he has changed the form of kingship he enacts. He is no longer only a sovereign over himself; he has become a

foundation for another.

This same dynamic is apparent whenever one decides to be a mashpia in any domain—not only formal teaching,
but also being the one who brings a word of halachah into a business discussion, who introduces a moment of
davening into a family schedule, who carries a maamar into a casual conversation. The person may feel inwardly
poor, empty of words. Yet Malchus can say: “I will stand as a channel nonetheless.” In that very emptiness lies the
power of Yesod, for a channel that is full of self cannot transmit. Thus the choice of Malchus to become Yesod is
often experienced as a decision to step beyond self-consciousness and to let a Divine message pass through

unimpeded.

Next, let us contemplate the form of Tiferes in avodah. Tiferes in the soul is the power of harmony, compassion,
and inner beauty—the ability to see both sides of a matter, to weave justice and kindness into a single, balanced
response. Very often, a person is drawn strongly to one pole of emotion: fo strictness and judgment, or to
unbounded kindness. A child misbehaves; a colleague wrongs him; a stranger demands tzedakah in an
inconvenient way. The heart surges: either to push away harshly or to indulge without measure. At that moment, the
inner throne room awakens. Malchus can simply follow the loudest emotion; or it can pause and choose to

become a seat for Tiferes.

To do so means that the person decides, “I will seek the configuration that is beautiful in Hashem’s eyes, not
merely satisfying to my mood.” He considers the other’s circumstance; he recalls the dignity of a fellow Jew, the
demands of Torah, the consequences of each response. Out of this comes a measured word, a firm but gentle
boundary, a rebuke wrapped in respect, or a generosity that is also educative. In such a case, the middah of
Tiferes is already present in the higher structure of his soul; but it is the decision of Malchus that allows that
harmony to descend into the mouth, into the actual gesture, into the transfer of money, the tone of voice, the facial

expression.

This is not only in interpersonal matters. In one's own inner life, Tiferes is the ability to hold together one’s longing
for dveikus with the demands of family, livelihood, community. A person may feel torn: either to flee from the
world into tefillah and study, or to drown in activism and forget his inner source. When Malchus decides, “I will

arrange my day so that each receives its due in a way that is yashar and na’eh before Hashem,” that very
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scheduling, that choice of proportions, is Malchus embodying Tiferes. The life that results has a quiet beauty;
observers sense that “this is how a Jew's day ought to look.” This is the splendor of Tiferes revealed in the garment

of time.

Deeper still is the possibility that Malchus becomes a vessel for Chochmah in avodah. Chochmah in the soul is the
power of pure openness, primordial insight, and essential bittul—the moment of “aha” that is also a moment of “I
do not know,” for the new light breaks the previous frame. There are times when a person stands before a
question: a difficulty in Torah, a confusion in hashkafah, a personal challenge that defies his understanding. The
natural impulse is either to force a quick answer and close the file, or to despair of ever understanding and turn

his back. In such a place, the inner Malchus can choose a third way: to become a listener.

This choice is subtle. It takes the form of a quiet inward statement: “I will not rush to impose my old patterns here. |
will allow myself to be taught.” The person opens a sefer again; he asks a question of someone he once
dismissed; he allows a word of the Rebbe, heard many times before, to penetrate anew. He does not yet grasp the
solution, but he has vacated space for it. That vacating is Malchus receiving Chochmah. His kingship, usually
experienced as decisive assertion, becomes in that moment the courage to suspend assertion, to let a wisdom

higher than his present self-definition enter.

In daily life this may look very ordinary. One is certain of his opinion in a communal matter; another Jew suggests
otherwise. The first feels his pride bristle. Here, the nekudas haMalchus can either enthrone ego or choose to
embody Chochmah: “Perhaps there is a point here | have not seen.” He listens; he allows the possibility that the
Divine will is revealed through the other’s words. Even if he ultimately maintains his view, the very act of having

truly listened is Malchus becoming Chochmah, for it is a kingship that does not fear to bow before truth.

Through all these examples, we can now articulate more clearly what it means that inner Malchus “becomes”
another Sefirah. It does not mean that the soul grows a new faculty each time, nor that its essential structure
changes. Rather, the nekudah of decision at the bottom of the soulree turns itself, in each moment, toward one of
the higher lights and says: “You, now, will be my content. | will dress you in words, in gestures, in choices.”
Malchus remains Malchus—receptive, empty of its own color—but by virtue of its receptivity, it can be filled with

the quality of Yesod, of Tiferes, of Chochmah, and carry that quality all the way into the world of action.

This is precisely the inner meaning of the avodah of iskafya and is’hapcha as taught in Chassidus. In iskafya, a
person bends his natural inclination—he holds himself back from a permitted indulgence, restrains a reactive
word, resists an old pattern. Here, Malchus merely refuses to be filled by the lower middah that is pressing upon
it. It says “no” to the old content. Already in this there is kingship. But the ultimate kavannah is is"hapcha—that the
very place which once expressed anger now expresses compassion, that the mouth which once spread gossip

now speaks Torah, that the mind which once turned in circles of worry now opens to a new Divine conception.

And what is is’hapcha if not this: that Malchus has not only denied the lower content but has actively chosen a
higher middah to inhabit its throne. The same energy that would have flowed into selfish words is now harnessed

and redirected into words of chizuk; the same zeal that would have pursued vanity now pursues a mitzvah with
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beauty; the same inner stubbornness once used to defend ego now defends Shabbos in an unsympathetic
workplace. This is not a mere removal; it is a transformation. The garment of behavior has changed its resident

light.

In earlier generations, the main labor was often to subdue and to hold back—to keep the animal soul from
mastering the city. In our time, when the light of Malchus is pressing for revelation and the world itself is ripened
by countless birurim, there is granted an added gift and responsibility: to use the sovereign point not only to resist
but to redesign; not only to negate but to choose, actively, what kind of Divine quality will step into speech and

action. Each Jew becomes, in this sense, a small architect of his inner Sefirotic configuration in the moment.

Yet precisely because this power is so great, we are led to ask: from where does the simple Jew, in a complicated,
noisy world, know which light to choose at each juncture? How can he discern when to be a channel, when to
harmonize, when to open to a wisdom beyond his frame, and not confuse his own preferences with the Divine
measure? The answer to this question lies in the higher strata of the soul, in the concealed “crown” within and in

its bond with the revealed head of the generation. To that we now turn.

12 - Connecting to the Crown: Kesser in the Soul and the Daas of Moshiach

The first step, then, is to remember that there is a place in the soul that cannot be confused.

Before seichel, before middos, before any conscious story we tell ourselves about who we are or what we want,
the Alter Rebbe reveals in Tanya that there is a nefesh Elokis that is “chelek Eloka mimaal mamash” — literally a
piece of G dliness above. Not an emanation alone, not a distant likeness, but a living spark of the Ein Sof Himself,

enclothed in the finitude of a human life.

From this revelation it follows that in the depths of the Jew there is a Kesser of the soul — a superconscious crown
that is nothing other than the way that this chelek Eloka desires, delights, and believes. For just as in the Sefiros,
Kesser is spoken of in three inner aspects — emunah, taanug, and ratzon — so too in the soul: there is a simple,
axiomatic emunah that Hashem alone is, a primordial taanug in Him and in His Torah and mitzvos, and a root

ratzon that the Jew should be one with Him in actuality.

These three are not acquired; they are discovered. One may grow up without language for them, without
education to explain them, yet at the point of testing, in the moment when Torah and mitzvah appear to be on one
side and life, honor, or comfort on the other, it is this Kesser that suddenly flares. The Jew finds himself ready for
mesirus nefesh, or at least for a sacrifice he never imagined possible, because in truth he is not manufacturing a

new will — he is uncovering the will of the nefesh Elokis that was always there, silent like a hidden crown.

Yet, as long as this crown remains entirely concealed, it guides only in extremes. In the ordinary fabric of days,
with their countless small choices — the tone of a word, the bending of a schedule, the opening or closing of a
page of Torah — Malchus in the soul does not feel its light directly. It stands at the gate of action surrounded by
many whispering voices: comfort, fear, habit, social pressure, pain. lts question is not only “What shall | do?” but

“Whom shall | believe?”
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Here is where the power of daas becomes the bridge between Kesser and Malchus.

For daas in the soul is not merely another understanding; it is the capacity to bind what one knows to what one
feels, and to bind both to a direction. It is the inner decision to take one perception and say: this is the truth to
which | will attach myself. When daas is shallow, knowledge floats above life; when daas is deep, knowledge sinks

into the heart and becomes the axis around which the middos revolve.

But daas itself may serve many masters. Left to its own devices, it will often bind the mind to whatever image is
most vivid, most emotionally charged, or most familiar. Then Malchus will be filled with the content of yesterday’s

fears or childhood narratives rather than with the quiet ratzon of the nefesh Elokis.

The work, therefore, is to train daas to turn upward, to become a listener to the soul’s Kesser and not merely to the
noise of the lower faculties. To ask in each situation: what does my deepest emunah already know here? What is

the taanug of my G dly soul in this moment? What ratzon Eloki is trying to emerge through this event?

This is not a question of abstract theology but of a very simple inward movement: to pause, to remember “I am a
chelek Eloka mimaal mamash,” and to allow that remembrance to become a felt reality for a moment. When a Jew
does this, even briefly, he has already lifted his daas from the spinning of the external mind to the edge of his
inner crown. The decision that will emerge from such a daas, even if it appears small, already carries a different

faste.

Still, this turning of daas to Kesser could remain vague and intermittent were it left only to the individual. We need
a concrete, revealed point in the world where the superconscious ratzon of Hashem for this generation is
articulated, explained, and drawn into guidance that can be grasped and followed. For our Kesser is infinite, but
our lives are specific. How shall | know what the taanug and ratzon of my chelek Eloka demand now, in this hour,

in this city, with this family, in this era?

Here shines the gift of the Nasi HaDor, the head of the generation, who is both the collective Kesser and the

collective daas of Israel.

The Rebbe explained many times that the Nasi is the “rosh” of the people, and that through his head all the limbs
receive life and direction. This is not only a matter of leadership in the social sense, but a deep spiritual fact: in
him the yechida of the generation is revealed in an explicit daas that can be spoken, written, learned, and

followed. What in the individual is only a silent crown becomes, in the Nasi, a sounding voice.

Hiskashrus, then, is not a sentiment or a slogan. It is the avodah of binding one's own daas with the daas of the

Nasi, so that the inner crown of the soul can be reached through a clear channel.

This hiskashrus has outer forms — writing a pan, traveling to the place of the Rebbe, participating in the work of
the Rebbe — but its inner essence s intellectual and volitional: to learn his Torah until his way of seeing becomes
my way of seeing; to accept his horaos as my personal marching orders; to feel that in aligning my decisions with

his directives | am aligning with the ratzon of Hashem for this generation.
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Such hiskashrus is very different from blind imitation.

Blind imitation is when a Jew copies an external behavior without understanding or inner consent. His daas
remains elsewhere, perhaps even resentful or indifferent, while his limbs perform a borrowed gesture. This cannot

//lu

and here the
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/

purify Malchus, for Malchus is the decision of the has not been engaged. At best, such
imitation forms a habit that later may be filled with deeper content; at worst, it becomes a brittle shell that cracks

under pressure.

Deep hiskashrus, by contrast, is when a Jew brings his full seichel, middos, and daas to meet the Rebbe’s word.
He studies it, asks questions of it, allows it to challenge him, to stretch him, to comfort and to demand of him, until
he recognizes in it the voice of his own nefesh Elokis, articulated more clearly than he could have done alone.
Then, when he decides to live according to that word, it is not because “someone else said so,” but because he

has discovered himself there.

In this state, learning the Rebbe’s Torah is itself an act of Malchus receiving Kesser through daas. The mind
becomes a throne on which the Rebbe's explanations of Torah sit; the heart becomes a field into which his sichos
and maamarim plant seeds; daas becomes the hand that opens the gate in the fence of self and allows those
seeds to enter. Each time a Jew takes a directive — whether about spreading Torah, about education, about
honesty in business, about simchah, about preparation for Geulah — and says: “This will be my way; | bind myself

to this,” he has drawn a clear line from his inner crown, through the Rebbe’s revealed daas, to his own Malchus.

So too with horaos. When a Jew faces a choice and asks: how would the Rebbe want me to act here? What would
be the shlichus way to walk into this meeting, this kitchen, this hospital room, this classroom? — he is not
surrendering his individuality; he is ennobling it. He is choosing that his own personal kingship be a franchise of
the great Malchus of Moshiach. His daas is no longer alone in the dark, guessing among many voices; it is

standing in conversation with a revealed crown.

In this light we can understand why the Rebbe so emphasized that hiskashrus is primarily through learning and
fulfilling. By learning his Torah, the Jew takes in the daas of the Nasi as seichel; by fulfilling his horaos, he takes it
in as ratzon; and when this continues over time, a quiet taanug arises as well — a deep pleasure in living as an
extension of that will. Thus the three inner aspects of the soul’s Kesser — emunah, taanug, ratzon — become

activated in conscious life through the daas bond with the Rebbe.

The emunah: a simple certainty that the Rebbe'’s path is the channel of Hashem'’s desire now, which steadies the
Jew in confusion. The taanug: a sweetness in doing the work of the Rebbe, even when it is difficult, because it
resonates with the delight of the nefesh Elokis in revealing G dliness. The ratzon: a firm, gentle determination to

continue, to expand, to take one more step in hafatzas hamaayanos, in adding light, in living Geulah now.

When such a bond is alive, the inner Malchus does not stand alone before every crossroads. It stands beneath a

crown it can feel.
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Then, when the moment comes to choose whether to let Yesod, Tiferes, or Chochmah inhabit the throne of
behavior, the question is no longer: “What do | prefer?” but: “Which of these lights will best fulfill the Rebbe’s
directive here, and thus best express the ratzon of Hashem?” The answer will not always be obvious, and errors
will be made; yet even the errors of one who is truly bound in this way are enfolded in a higher guidance, for his

will is already leaning toward Kesser.

In this manner, the mechanics of purified choice emerge clearly: Kesser in the soul — chelek Eloka mimaal
mamash with its emunah, taanug, and ratzon — flows into the revealed daas of the Nasi HaDor; from there,

through learning and hiskashrus, it enters the individual’s daas; and from that daas it shapes the Malchus decisions

that build a life.

When many Jews live this way, a wondrous picture begins to form: countless small thrones, each in a different city
and circumstance, all crowned from the same hidden source, all listening to the same royal mind, all choosing in
their own details to reveal one Malchus. To contemplate this is already to feel the approach of the time when every
Jew will live openly as a “melech katan,” a small king whose daily choices mirror the great kingship of Moshiach

and, through him, the eternal Malchus of Hashem. To this vision we now turn.

13 - Living as a Small King: Daily Life in the Time of Revealed Moshiach

To live beneath a crown one can feel is already to live as a king.

Chazal have already given the title: “Kol Yisrael bnei melachim heim” — all Israel are children of kings. This is not a
poetic compliment; it is a halachic status and a spiritual definition. A child of a king is not merely related to royalty;
he carries a native sense of dignity, of responsibility, of being watched from Above and from below. He cannot

walk as a commoner, for his every movement reflects the house to which he belongs.

In the language we have unfolded, this means: every Jew possesses a nekudas haMalchus that is not borrowed
from the world but inherited from Above. And in our generation, when the Malchus of Moshiach has already
begun to press into revelation, this inner princeship is no longer allowed to slumber. It is being summoned to

stand, to sit on its own small throne, and to rule.

Chassidus describes man as an “olam katan,” a small world. All that exists in the great configuration of Sefiros and
worlds is reflected within the narrow span from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot. If Above there is a
Kesser and a Malchus, a Yesod and a Tiferes, so too within the soul and within the daily life of each Jew. The
cosmic drama of Malchus rising, of Kesser becoming revealed within the lowest, is not only written in Yechezkel
and in the maamarim of the Rebbeim; it is written in the way one puts on tefillin in the morning, the way one

speaks to a child in the afternoon, the way one goes to sleep at night.

To live as a “melech katan” is to recognize oneself as such a small world, and to know that one’s private palace is
not imaginary. The home one builds, the schedule one keeps, the inner order or chaos of thought and feeling —
these are not random details. They are the courtyards and chambers of a kingship. The question is only: which

king is enthroned there, and which crown rests upon his head?
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The Rebbe taught that the ultimate kavana of creation is “dirah lo Yisbarach batachtonim” — a dwelling for Him,
blessed be He, in the lowest. A dwelling is not a battlefield, not a courtroom, not even a palace of awe and
distance. It is a place where the Owner is at home. To make a dirah batachtonim, therefore, is not only to conquer

the world for Hashem, but to arrange it as a house in which He can be simply present.

This is the daily program of the melech katan: to look at his day, his body, his corner of the world, and ask: how

can | furnish this room so that the King will feel at home here?
In practice this begins with the most accessible kingdom: thought, speech, and action.

Thought is the innermost chamber. No one sees it, no one checks its order, yet it is the first place where Malchus
must choose. A small king does not allow his mind to become a marketplace where every passing image and

worry may shout. He remembers that he is a child of kings and asks: what befits a royal mind?

This does not mean that foreign thoughts will not arise; a true king lives in a land that includes enemies. It means
that when he becomes aware: “My mind is now running after nonsense, bitterness, fantasies,” he exercises his
Malchus and chooses: “I will not give this thought a throne.” He gently but firmly turns his mind to words of Torah
he has learned, to the image of a letter of Tehillim, to contemplating the kindnesses of Hashem, or to planning
practical mitzvos. The choice of what fo think about, again and again throughout the day, is the first expression of
Malchus choosing Kesser over self — choosing to crown the supernal will and delight rather than the comfort of

drifting.

Speech is the outer gate. Here the world begins to hear who rules within. A melech katan knows that every word is
a decree. When he speaks negatively of another, he is not merely describing reality; he is stamping his small
kingdom with a form that will echo back upon him. When he chooses to speak with respect, to withhold a hurtful
comment, or to say a word of encouragement, he is issuing royal edicts that shape his own soul and the souls

around him.

Thus each conversation becomes an act of Malchus. Before responding, one can pause for a heartbeat and ask:
“What decree do | wish to issue into the atmosphere of my home, my workplace, my community?” In that pause
the inner crown can be felt. Then the answer is no longer: “What will satisfy my irritation? What will impress?”
but: “Which words will build the dirah batachtonim here? Which words will allow the Rebbe to say: this is a place

where my inyan can live?”

Action is the outermost domain, the visible land of the kingdom. Here the program of a melech katan touches the

simplest decisions: where do | go, what do | touch, how do I use my time?

When the alarm rings in the morning and a person chooses to rise in order to say Modeh Ani, wash negel vasser,
and go to daven — that is not a private discipline only. It is the king opening the gates of his city for the day to the
King of kings. When he chooses to put a coin in tzedakah before leaving the house, he is engraving into the
stones of his palace: wealth here is for service, not for self. When he closes his shop five minutes early to put on

tefillin with a fellow Jew, he is redirecting the traffic of his entire little world so that more of it flows toward Hashem.
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Every mitzvah, in this light, is a royal decree that the melech katan chooses to enact. The command has already
been issued from Above; the Torah is filled with the words “you shall” and “you shall not,” which are the
arficulations of the supernal Malchus. Yet these decrees remain, as it were, in the royal archive until a Jew in this
world signs them with his own hand by doing them. When he wraps the tefillin around his arm, when she lights
Shabbos candles, when they affix a mezuzah, they are saying: I, in my kingdom, ratify this command. | make it law

in my body, my home, my street.

This is the deepest dignity of the Jew in the time of revealed Moshiach: he is not only obeying; he is participating
in kingship. The Rebbe emphasized again and again that Geulah-conscious living means not to see mitzvos as
burdens but as opportunities to reveal the true nature of reality — that the world is in essence already a dirah for

Hashem, waiting only for the signature of Malchus in each place.

In such a life, even the neutral movements — where to walk, which job to take, what to purchase — become royal
choices. When a person asks before stepping into a place: “Will my going there increase the revelation of
Hashem'’s dwelling, or obscure it?” he has already shifted from living as a subject of circumstance to living as a
small king. When he chooses a livelihood not only for its income but for its capacity to leave time and energy for
Torah, mitzvos, and family, he is arranging his kingdom according to the pattern of the Crown rather than

according to the fashions of the marketplace.

It is crucial that this kingship be suffused with humility and joy. A melech katan who truly knows that his power is
only to choose which crown to wear — the crown of self or the crown of Kesser — will not become arrogant when
he succeeds, nor despair when he falls. He knows that the grandeur lies not in his personality but in the privilege
that in this final generation, this last station of history, his small choices are already woven into the fabric of

Geulah.

He may be a simple Jew, unknown beyond his neighborhood; yet when he forgives an insult instead of returning
it, when he makes a brachah with intention, when he speaks of Moshiach as a present reality, he is moving the
scepter of Malchus a litlle further into revelation. His kitchen becomes a chamber of the palace, his commute a

corridor where the King's footsteps may be heard.

Thus, living as a melech katan in the time when Malchus Yisrael is renewing is not a mystical fantasy but a sober,
daily stance. It is to wake in the morning and know: today my thoughts, my words, and my deeds will either
enthrone the Holy One in this piece of world, or will attempt to place another upon His seat. The crown is already
resting above me; the Rebbe has already pointed and said that the time of Geulah has arrived. My task is to lift my
head a little, to align my will with that crown, and to let every decision say, in its own small way: “Hashem reigns

here.”

When such living spreads, the many small thrones begin to shine with a single light. Then it becomes visible even
to the eyes of flesh that the kingship of Moshiach is not an abstraction but a present, growing reality, articulated
through the countless, simple decrees of Jews who have learned to choose Kesser over self. From there it is but
one more ascent to the day when Malchus itself will stand revealed as the perfect mirror of Ein Sof, and “Hashem

will be King over all the earth” in a way that all flesh will see together.
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14 - The Ultimate Revelation: Malchus as the Perfect Mirror of Ein Sof

In that day the words of the prophet will no longer be a promise but a description: “;yINN 72 7V 1707 0 NNl
TAN INWITAN 0 DY NINN DI The Name that was uttered in faith and sometimes in concealment will be seen
with the naked eye as the simple fact of existence. What will have changed? Not the Essence—He was always One
—but the mirror. Malchus, which until now only hinted and alluded and sometimes distorted, will have become so
clear, so perfectly polished, that whatever stands before it will appear in it without remainder. The lowest Sefirah

will disclose that it was always the purest likeness of Kesser Ein Sof.

The Zohar encapsulates this secret in the phrase “N'T'NN NAWNN1 NWYN qI0.” The end of action was first in
thought. In its simple sense this teaches that the final purpose precedes the entire chain of events that leads to it.
But in the inner reading, “NWYN qI0” is Malchus, the very bottom of the tree, and “N7'NN NIWNN" is Kesser, the
primal thought and will that no world can grasp. The two stand at opposite extremities of Hishtalshelus, and yet the
Zohar declares that they are directly joined: what emerges last in actuality is what was first in the concealed desire

of Ein Sof.

Now the arc of our contemplation becomes visible. We have traced Malchus from its emptiness—"“nNN1IN N7 N'7
DI7Y” —through its human face in David, through its ultimate concentration in Melech HaMoshiach, through its
awakening as a point of sovereignty within every soul, until each Jew lives as a small king choosing Kesser over
self in the most ordinary domains. All of this is the gradual clarifying of the mirror. But the Zohar's teaching insists
that the mirror’s final clarity will not only reflect the lights that traverse the Sefiros; it will reveal the very “Nawnn
N7'NN" that stood before any Sefirah. When the chain is complete, when Moshiach’s Malchus has claimed its full
role as universal Yesod and every personal throne has consented to wear the crown of Kesser, then “Nwyn qlo”

will be recognized as nothing other than “N7'NN N2WNN" looking back at itself.

Chassidus calls this the future revelation that “NIn TN NID7NI AN —Kesser and Malchus are one. Until then, they
appear opposed. Kesser is above all form, beyond all definition, the ineffable delight and will of Ein Sof that no
vessel can contain. Malchus is pure form without light, the terminal vessel that holds the shapes of worlds and
bodies and histories. One seems to say “no definition,” the other “only definition.” But precisely because Malchus
has no light of its own, when it is entirely given over to Kesser it does not add anything, does not color or filter; it
shows Kesser as Kesser within the finitude of created existence. The highest above the tree and the lowest below

the tree kiss, and the entire ladder of Sefiros is re-read as a single gesture of Divine self-disclosure.

This union will not remain in the language of Sefiros. It will be inscribed in stone, in flesh, in time. When the Beis
HaMikdash HaShlishi descends and is built in our world, it will be the palace of perfected Malchus. The first two
Temples were already homes for the Shechinah, yet they were subject to destruction because the mirror was not

yet absolute. There were still regions of life, stretches of land, chambers of the heart that did not fully consent to

reflect Kesser; there was a residue of self that could crack, and through those fractures exile entered. The third

Beis HaMikdash will stand forever because it will be the architectural form of Malchus after its absolute choice—
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every cubit aligned with the supernal Crown, every gate an opening through which Ein Sof passes without
resistance. lts permanence is not only a decree from Above; it is the natural consequence of a vessel that no

longer deviates, that cannot fall away, because it has become completely identical in will with its Source.

The same is true of Techiyas HaMeisim, the resurrection of the dead. Death itself is an expression of Malchus in its
fractured state: the body, the most external vessel, cannot yet bear the full intensity of Kesser, and so life
withdraws, leaving the form to dissolve. In the era when Malchus has become the perfect mirror, the very dust of
the earth will be capable of receiving the primal delight and will of Ein Sof without shattering. Bodies will rise not
merely as they were but as they were always meant to be: transparent to the soul, and through the soul transparent
to the Divine. The resurrection is thus not a technical reversal of a biological process; it is Malchus proclaiming
that there is no place where Kesser cannot dwell, no depth of matter that cannot become a clear glass for Infinite
Life.

At that time the verse “YINN 72 7V 1TNT N 'l will be read in a new way. Today we hear it as a promise of
sovereignty: Hashem will rule, His authority will be universally recognized. In the future it will also be heard as a
description of perception: the very “YIN,” the lowest, the thickest, will itself be the medium through which His
kingship is seen. Not only will the nations bow; the very conditions of physicality—space, time, causality—will
declare His Oneness. When one will walk upon the earth, the ground will be felt as the living garment of the King.
When one will look at another’s face, the human countenance will be experienced as a royal seal of the Divine.
There will be no “outside,” no neutral zone where His Malchus is merely believed; everywhere will be “all the

earth,” and all the earth will be His throne.

Here the role of Moshiach’s Malchus as universal Yesod is revealed in its deepest sense. As long as Yesod and
Malchus stand apart, there is always the possibility that some flow from Above remains unreceived, some corner
of creation unbound. Moshiach’s kingship, by taking on the function of Yesod, becomes the single conduit
through which every ray of Divine light must pass in order to enter reality. This does not mean constriction, G d
forbid; it means that every influence from Above is already shaped by the decision to be revealed within Malchus,
within the conditions of the lowest. Nothing remains aloof in a realm of pure spirit; all is translated into embodied
holiness. Conversely, everything that occurs below is immediately fastened to Kesser through that same channel.
No act is lost in anonymity; every movement of a hand, every syllable uttered, is inscribed in the universal brit that

joins end and beginning.

And the many individual Malchus-points, the private thrones within the soul, will no longer stand in tension with
this universal kingship. Today, alignment with Kesser requires effort; the nekudah must struggle against noise and
habit to choose aright. Then, the very structure of the heart will be remade. “INN NWTN NNI WTN 27 DJ7 'NNAI
DDNj72.” The new heart is Malchus after its completion, a will whose spontaneous inclinations are already the
desires of Kesser. Freedom will not be abolished but fulfilled: the Jew will choose as he always does, but his
choosing will be like breathing, like seeing—unforced, natural, yet perfectly one with the Divine will. The
multiplicity of small kings will not compete with the great King; they will be His very revelation, countless facets of

a single sovereignty filling the world.
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In such a state, the distinction between “Hashem” and “His Name” dissolves. “TNN INWI TNN 1 V'Y NINN 0.
Until now, the Essence is One, but His Name—the way He is called within worlds—can seem fragmented:
kindness here, judgment there; concealment here, revelation there. When Malchus becomes the perfect mirror,
the Name will be experienced as nothing but the immediate self-expression of the One. Every aftribute, every
event, every story that unfolds in time will be recognized as another pronunciation of His unity. The very history of
concealment and exile will be reread as a single, continuous articulation of the desire that the lowest become His

home.

Then it will be understood retroactively that every act of Malchus-choice in the days of concealment was already
part of this final picture. When a Jew in the last moments of exile chose to sanctify his speech, to turn his mind
toward Torah, to bind his daas to the daas of Moshiach, he was already polishing the mirror from within. Each
such decision, however small it appeared, inscribed another letter in the great Name that the world will one day
read in unison. In the moment of the ultimate revelation, when Malchus stands revealed as Kesser's perfect image,
nothing of this labor will be lost. Every hidden struggle, every quiet surrender of self, will shine openly as a facet

of the final crown.

And so the circle closes. What began as a distant promise—"David Avdi Melech” —becomes the living kingship of
Moshiach; what began as a simple act of kabbalas ol in the heart of a melech katan becomes part of the eternal
enthronement of “Hashem as King over all the earth.” Malchus, once the poorest of the Sefiros, is seen as the
most exalted, for it alone reveals that there is no place devoid of Him. The last station of history discloses the first
thought of Ein Sof, and creation itself becomes a clear, joyful mirror in which the Infinite looks and sees only His

own Oneness shining back.
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