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The Second Descent

Offered for my firstborn daughter. This maamar is given in her merit — on the flood as
a cosmic mikveh, and on the possibility of a second descent in which what once came

as a gift comes instead as a seed, planted in the earth and waited upon.

ENGLISH

1 - The Sons of Elokim

“And it came to pass, when man began to multiply upon the face of the earth and daughters were born to them,
that the sons of Elokim saw the daughters of man that they were good, and they took for themselves wives from
whomever they chose. And Havayah said: My spirit shall not contend within man forever, for he is also flesh, and
his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. The Nephilim were in the earth in those days, and also afterward,
when the sons of Elokim came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them; these are the mighty

ones who were of old, men of name.” (Bereishis 6:1—4)

Behold, the Torah here opens for us a gate into a very wondrous matter. For on the surface, the simple reading
seems to speak in a way of story: that there were beings called “sons of Elokim,” and they took human women,
and from them were born giants, Nephilim, men of renown. And in Midrashim and later writings we indeed find

mention of “Watchers,” angels who descended below, sinned, and caused great corruption in the world.

However, it is known that “the Torah speaks in the language of man,” and nevertheless “these are the generations
of heaven and earth” — that even when the Torah tells of happenings in the lower worlds, its inner intent is to
speak of the order of the supernal worlds, of the pathways of light and vessel, of revelation and concealment, that
stand behind every event. And especially regarding the early generations before the Flood, Chassidus has already
explained at length that they are not merely ancient history but archetypes: fixed patterns of consciousness and
energy, ways that Divine light can relate to created vessels. Therefore, the narratives of those generations come to

teach us about states that recur in every era, and particularly at the threshold of great shifts in creation.
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We must therefore approach these verses not as one who pursues fantasies of angelology, Heaven forfend, but as
one seeking to understand what the Torah hints regarding ohr and kli: how great lights descend, how vessels are

formed or fail to form, and what happens when the balance is broken.

For it is a foundation in the teachings of Chassidus that every hashpa'ah, every flow of Divine light, requires two
aspects: ohr and kli. The or is the vitality, the radiance, the power to effect; the kli is the form, the boundary, the
measured structure through which that power can be held and directed according to the intention of the Mashpia.
Without ohr there is only dead form; without kli the ohr overflows, breaks its proper bounds, and instead of

building, it destroys.

And it is explained that the generations before the Mabul were particularly characterized by an abundance of ohr
without sufficient kelim, an unbounded radiance that the coarse vessels of that time could not contain. Their
physical lives were long, their capacities great, the earth generous, the heavens open; but the inner work of
contraction, of humility, of measuredness — which is the root of vessel — had not yet been fully engraved into

creation. Therefore, the entire epoch before the Flood stands as a prototype of “great lights, small vessels.”

When we read, then, of “Bnei HaElokim” descending and taking “bnos ha'adam,” and of Nephilim arising upon

the earth, we must hear in these names not only their outer story but their inner language. “Sons of Elokim” points
to intense forces rooted in the Divine attribute called Elokim; “Nephilim” hints to a falling, to a collapse. The Torah
is telling us of a descent of great, structured powers into a human world whose vessels were not yet fit, and of the

giants — in stature but not in holiness — that such a descent produced.
Yet before explaining, we must pose the question in its full sharpness.

If these “sons of Elokim” are, as the Midrashic language of “Watchers” implies, a mashal for lofty, watchful forces,
or even for angelic beings whose whole nature is bittul and obedience, how is it possible that their descent should
produce such corruption? How can beings sent to watch over the world become themselves the cause of its
downfall? How can a yeridah that comes from Above — from Elokim — end in a state so opposite the Divine will

that it brings the decree: “I will blot out man whom | created”?

And even if one will say that the narrative is entirely symbolic, that the “sons of Elokim” are not to be taken as literal
malachim at all, but as certain spiritual or intellectual potencies in man, or as lines of influence in creation, the
question only grows deeper. For then the matter is thus: there was a revelation of very great or — a powerful
knowledge, a heightened capacity, a magnified strength — and this revelation was from holiness, “sons of Elokim.”
And yet, when this light entered into the arena of human life, bonding with the “daughters of man,” the outcome

was Nephilim, mighty ones whose fame was in the earth, and whose existence hastened the Flood.

If so, we must understand: what is this kind of light that by its very descent tends toward breakdown? And more:
how can it be that the Holy One, blessed be He, Who desires the dwelling of His Presence in the lowest worlds,
would allow such a descent without the necessary vessels? Is not His way always “measure for measure,” light

according fo vessel and vessel according to light?
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To approach this, we must first clarify the basic concept of ohr and kli in more defail as it applies to human
consciousness. For as long as we leave the discussion in the clouds of angelic myth, the mind is not compelled;

only when we see how this pattern plays out in our own soul do we begin to grasp what the Torah is hinting.

Ohr, in the human realm, is all that expands: insight, inspiration, talent, power, charisma, intensity of feeling. KIi,
by contrast, is all that limits for the sake of channeling: discipline, humility, ethical form, covenant, responsibility,
the capacity to bear frustration and delay. Ohr is the sudden understanding; kli is the work of integrating that
understanding into habit, character, and action. Ohr is the possibility; ki is the tested fidelity.

Now, Chassidus teaches that in the beginning of any process, the or naturally overleaps the kli. First comes an
awakening from Above, a great gift, an arousal that is not yet matched by the receiver’s inner work. This is
necessary o draw the person out of his smallness, to reveal to him a new horizon of being. But if this first descent
of light is not followed by a long avodah of forming vessels, the gift becomes a stumbling block. The or continues
to shine without proper measure, and since “light by its nature spreads,” it pushes into places where it does not

belong, overwhelms delicate structures, and in the end causes a fall.

This is the inner meaning of Nephilim — from the term noflim, fallen ones. They are not small beings; they are
great ones who have fallen because their greatness preceded their tikkun. They are “men of name,” whose names

fill the earth, but whose inner stand is weak. Their stature is giant, but their vessels are infantile.

With this we can begin fo re-hear our verses. “And it came to pass, when man began to multiply upon the face of
the earth” — when human potential expanded broadly, when there was a proliferation of forms and possibilities,
daughters of man in multitude — “that the sons of Elokim saw the daughters of man that they were good.” There
was a gaze from Above, a turning of powerful, Elokim-rooted forces toward the sphere of human multiplicity. They
“saw that they were good” — they perceived a certain beauty, a capacity, in the human plane, and desired to

invest themselves there, to take “for themselves wives,” to bond and descend.

In the language of penimiyus, this is the first descent of great or into a world of weak kelim. Supernal powers of

structure and knowledge, of mastery over nature, of might and governance, begin to clothe themselves in human
minds and societies that are not yet formed in awe and in inner humility. The result is hybrid: children born of this
union who are enormous in capacity, “giborim asher me'olam,” archetypal mighty ones — but whose greatness is

outward, “anshei shem,” men whose identity is in their name, their renown, rather than in their bittul.

And here lies the central difficulty that will preoccupy us: if this descent was from holiness, “Bnei HaElokim,” how
could it be that its consequence was so opposite holiness that it led to the decision, as it were, that “My spirit shall
not contend within man forever, for he is also flesh”? Seemingly, if the light is holy and the world below is G d's

desired dwelling, the meeting between them should produce elevation, not corruption.

This forces us to say that there is a certain type of light whose very holiness, when unmitigated and
unaccompanied by proper kelim, expresses itself below as excess, as domination, as gigantism without inner
measure. Not that the or itself is evil, Heaven forfend, but that its mode of descent — sudden, intense, without

prior preparation of the receiver — almost compels a Nephilim-outcome.
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In other words: there can be a descent that in its root is for the sake of elevation, but because it comes in a way of
“gift from Above” without the slow co-creation of vessels from below, it becomes the First Descent — a prototype

of how not to reveal great knowledge and power in the lower worlds.

And this is the point at which our inquiry must deepen. For once we understand that the story of “Bnei HaElokim”
and Nephilim is the story of great lights descending without vessels, we are immediately confronted with the
question: what, precisely, went wrong in that first encounter between exalted or and human kli? Where was the
flaw — in the nature of the light, in the state of the vessels, or in the relation between them? And if such a descent

could fail once, is there a path by which a second descent — perhaps of even greater lights — could succeed?

To answer this, we must further analyze the quality hinted in the name “Elokim,” the meaning of “sons” as
emanations of that Name, and the archetype of the Nephilim as giants who fall because their measure is not yet
aligned with their might. Through this we will begin to discern what was lacking in the First Descent, and what sort
of vessel would be required for a future descent that would not end in waters of destruction but in waters of

purification and life.

2 - Flood as Cosmic Mikveh

If so, that the First Descent revealed an abundance of or without the corresponding kelim, we are compelled to

look anew at that which followed immediately after — at the 712N,

For the simple reading sees the Flood as punishment alone, measure for measure: “And G d saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth... and G d said, | will blot out man...” Yet, NINJTT, if the root of the
corruption was the very structure of the pre Flood world — a creation in which the lights were great and the
vessels small — how is destruction alone an answer? To obliterate the receiver does not yet repair the relation
between or and kli. And furthermore, why this particular mode of destruction, specifically through 0'21 DN, and

specifically in a measure of forty days and forty nights?

NIN '2VN N, as is explained in Zohar and in the teachings of Chassidus, that the 712N was not only an act of |'7T,
but a great immersion; not only an end, but a birth. “N1'M,” the “waters of Noach,” are interpreted as |'NNIN 'n,
waters of consolation. The same waters that erased also purified. The same deluge that broke the old world also

softened and refined the coarse earth, like a mikveh that purges NNNIV and returns a being to an earlier, cleaner

state.

And this is hinted in the number itself: DI' D'VIIN. The minimum measure of a mikveh is forty seah, and our sages
already connect these forty days to the forty days of Matan Torah, the forty days of formation of the fetus — all
measures of transition from one state of existence to another. Thus we must say that the Flood was not merely “too
much water,” but a precise, Divinely measured immersion of all created reality in waters of birur, that would alter

the very 112 of the world’s vessels.
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To understand this, we must contemplate the difference between the world before the Flood and after. It is
explained in Chassidus that the 712NN T lived with a physicality that was thick, strong, and enduring — lifespans
of many hundreds of years, bodies and forces of nature that could withstand great intensity. This itself is a sign that
the or of life force shone within creation in a greater revealed measure: the shefa flowed almost without
concealment, granting enormous vitality even to a coarse and selfish existence. Hence their sins could also be so
vast; their “giants” so towering. The same unbounded current that animated holiness could, when misaligned,

sustain corruption on a colossal scale.

After the Flood, however, we see an immediate contraction. Lifespans shorten; human strength diminishes; the
very earth becomes weaker, less yielding to seed, more dependent on effort and toil. The Zohar describes that the
“thickness of the world” was washed away, and the Rebbeim explain that the teva of the world was refined and
constricted, such that the light now shines more b’hekef, more encompassed and hidden, and the keli stands more

in its own right. In simple terms: less raw life light, more form and limitation.

At first glance this seems only a loss. Why should the Holy One, blessed be He, wish for a poorer, weaker world?
But according to our inyan the matter becomes clear. When the lights are very great and the vessels are small and
unformed, the very abundance of or breeds Nephilim — unbounded expression without inner measure. The
tikkun, then, is not only to reprove the sinner, but to reshape the entire stage upon which or and kli meet: to
diminish the revealed intensity of the or and to strengthen the autonomy and boundaries of the kelim, so they can

one day receive again, but this time without shattering.

This is the secret of |'T that is really chesed. On the surface the Flood is the uttermost expression of Gevurah: “All
the fountains of the great deep were split, and the windows of the heavens were opened.” Yet every |'T in holiness
is but a garment for a higher love. Here the inner chesed is the decision that creation shall continue — “And G d
remembered Noach” — but in another mode. The old configuration of light and vessel is allowed to die, in order

that a new relationship, more balanced and sustainable, can be born.

This duality is embodied in the N2'N, the ark of Noach. On the one hand, the ark is a simple vessel of salvation, a
box of gopher wood in which living beings are preserved from annihilation. On the other hand, the Baal Shem Tov
taught that “N2M" also means “word” — the word of Torah and of N'7"ON — and that entering the ark means to
enter info the words of holiness, to be surrounded and carried by them amidst the raging waters of the world. In
our confext, the ark is the first clear revelation, within the story, of kli as such: a bounded, constructed space,
proportioned according to Divine command, that can receive and protect life even when the or of the Flood rages

without limit.

Here, then, we see two movements that answer the flaw of the First Descent. First, there is D7IVN 773 — the world
as a whole — which is immersed in forty days and nights of waters that are simultaneously destructive and
cleansing, reducing the overt shining of life light and leaving behind an earth more capable of form, of
boundaries, of measured growth. Second, there is the D19 — Noach and the ark — in which we are shown how

life can be preserved through attachment to a Divinely given word, 1o a precise, commanded vessel.
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Indeed, the very act of building the ark over many years, according to detailed specifications of length, breadth,
and height, is itself a rehearsal of a new way of relating to or: not to receive in a sudden, overwhelming descent
as in the days of the Bnei HaElokim, but to labor slowly, with obedience and patience, preparing a vessel in
advance of the revelation. Only after the ark is complete, only once Noach has entered into the tevot, does the

deluge descend. The order is reversed: first kli, then or.

And when the waters recede, the world that emerges is already marked by this new seder. Noach is instructed to
bring offerings; a N1 is made; the cycles of seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, are
established as fixed rhythms. The rainbow, a bending and partitioning of light into distinct colors, becomes the
sign of this covenant — a visual image of or passing through many kelim, no longer a single, blinding beam but a

diversified, moderated radiance, fit for mortal eyes.

Thus the First Descent and the Flood are not two separate stories but two halves of one process. First comes an
uncontrolled iridah of great lights info a world whose vessels are still primal, unbounded, and the result is
Nephilim, violence, and chaos. Then comes a global mikveh, a grand tzimtzum, in which that same world is
contracted, washed, and re formed into a reality where limitation, rhythm, and word — tevah — are primary. The

or is now more hidden, but the keli is truer.

And all this is a preparation, a N1JN, for a future in which knowledge and power will again descend, perhaps in
measures even greatfer than before, but only after the vessels — both the world’s natural order and the human
heart — have been trained by Flood and ark, by judgment and covenant, to receive. The post Flood creation is
thus a vessel oriented creation. Its very weaknesses, its shortened years and fragility, are themselves part of its
strength: they make it impossible for the old gigantism to return unchanged, and they demand a new mode of
descent — a Second Descent — in which the light will be given only in proportion to, and in partnership with, the

vessels that have been patiently formed.

3 - When Knowledge Descends Naked

If so, after all the above, we are still left to understand in a more human and near way: what, in the inner life of
man, was this “great light without vessel” that characterized the First Descent? For the description of Nephilim, of
Bnei HaElokim, of a world of giants and violence, can remain distant and mythic unless we translate it into

something that the soul recognizes also in its own history and in the history of the generations.

And here a cerfain ancient mesorah, preserved in the outer books of Israel, helps illuminate the matter. There it is
told that those “Watchers” who descended did not only take wives, but also became teachers — that they revealed
to mankind various knowledges: the working of metals and the forging of weapons; the arts of adornment,
cosmetics and jewelry; and also the study of the stars, the ordering of times and omens, what is called astrology.
Now, as has been explained, we do not receive these stories as historical chronicles in the simple sense, but as
symbolic descriptions of spiritual processes that once became manifest in the world. Nevertheless, precisely
because of this, their content demands our attention. For why were these, of all things, chosen as the examples of

their giving?
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The working of metal — taking that which is hard and resistant from the depths of the earth and melting, shaping,
sharpening it — is a paradigm of man’s power to transform raw creation info instruments of his will. Adornment
and cosmetics, the beautifying of the external form, are a paradigm of man’s power to manipulate appearance, to
summon desire and prestige through surface alone. Astrology, the reading of the heavens as a code that can be
deciphered and used, is a paradigm of man’s power to grasp the hidden patterns of nature and time, to predict, to

calculate, to steer his actions in accord with forces he does not control.

In each of these we recognize a kind of chochmah: there is precise knowledge, there are techniques, there is a
handed down art. Yet it is immediately clear that all three belong to the chitzoniyus of chochmah — the outer,
technical layer of knowing — rather than to its pnimius. For inner chochmah in holiness is always bound with an
awareness of the Giver, with bittul and yirah; it senses in every new insight not only “how” but “before Whom,”
and therefore is drawn to Torah, to the purpose of things. Outer chochmah, by contrast, can be mastered and
applied entirely within the plane of means and ends: how to harden iron and copper; how to apply pigments to
the face so as to arouse a gaze; how to compute the course of a star for gain or power. This is knowledge as

capability, not knowledge as covenant.

Thus we may say that the First Descent, in its human manifestation, was a yeridah of chitzoniyus ha chochmah into
a human world that had not yet received the pnimius of chochmah through Torah. The “Watchers” — that is, those
forces that look down from above and seek to make known the structure of the lower — brought with them charts,
formulas, designs, but not the inner frembling that must accompany them. They revealed the “how” without the
“why,” the technique without the tikkun. And therefore, measure and boundary, which are the kelim for any light,

were missing.

For Chassidus teaches that daas without yiras Shamayim is itself a concealment. “If there is no fear, there is no
wisdom,” for what is called wisdom may then be nothing more than increased tools in the hands of an unchanged
ego. The more one knows, the more one can do — and if what is strengthened is only the self assertion of the
nefesh habehamis, this “light” becomes a weapon. Metalwork without awe gives rise to weapons of murder and
instruments of oppression. Adornment without tznius gives rise to seduction, jealousy, and the commodification of
the image of G d in man. Astrology without emunah becomes a system of manipulation and fatalism, in which the

human being seeks not to serve the Creator but to outwit or harness creation for his own small inferests.

And this is the very meaning of light descending naked: the or of chochmah stripped of the clothing of yirah, of
humility, of inner orientation to the One Who gives chochmah. When the light is clothed, the kli both limits and
profects it; when it is naked, it dazzles and intoxicates. The recipient experiences a sudden enlargement of power,
of capacity, of self confidence, without a corresponding deepening of responsibility. This imbalance is precisely

the state of the Nephilim: giants in reach, infants in character.

If we look with an honest eye at later periods of history, we see that this pattern is not limited to that primeval
epoch. Whenever a new or great technology has burst into the world without a preceding refinement of the

vessels of those who wield it, the result has been a repetition, in miniature, of the First Descent.
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When man learned to harness fire and later steam and fossil fuels, to build great engines and factories, this was a
revelation of extraordinary chochmah in the structure of matter and energy. Yet because it descended into a
culture whose primary values were conquest, profit, and the exalting of human mastery, this light clothed itself in
soot and smoke. Whole landscapes were consumed, workers’ bodies were spent, and nature was treated as an
endless mine for the will of the few. The power itself was not evil; but it had come naked, and the vessels it found

were coarse.

In our own generations we have seen other examples. The splitting of the atom is a chochmah so deep that it
touches on the very letters with which “yehi or” was spoken into being. Yet its first great appearance in the world
of action was as a weapon that could erase cities in a moment. Only afterwards did the nations begin speaking of
“ethics committees,” of treaties and limitations — that is, only after the light had burst forth did men attempt to

hastily fashion kelim so that it should not consume them entirely.

Similarly, the rapid development of communication technologies — the ability to send images, words, and
influences across the globe in an instant — is, in its root, a manifestation of the power of dibbur, of malchus.
Properly received, such a light could have been a kli for spreading Torah, for deepening mutual understanding,
for revealing the unity of the world. But because it descended so swiftly, into hearts not yet trained in inner silence
and discernment, it has also become a web of distraction, of comparison, of subtle violence, in which human

atfention is captured and traded as a commodity. Again we see: light without vessel.

These are only faint echoes of the first pattern, but they reveal its principle. The problem is not the knowledges
themselves. Metalwork, adornment, and the study of the heavens can all be elevated in the service of holiness.
The Mikdash required skilled smiths; the garments of the Kohen Gadol were of great beauty; the fixing of the
calendar depends on knowledge of the moon and sun. The issue is the order in which the revelations come.
When pnimius halorah — the inner wisdom that teaches purpose, limit, and awe — precedes and accompanies
the descent of external chochmah, then the tools that are born enter a world already structured by vessels of yiras
Shamayim. But when external chochmah precedes, racing ahead of the inner work of the heart, then the very same

arts are drawn by their nature into the service of the unrectified will to power.

This, then, is the root failure of the First Descent when described in human terms: not that knowledge came, but

that it came alone. The Watchers revealed the crafts of iron and gold, the secrets of beauty, the cycles of the stars,
before humanity had been given Torah, before there was a Sinai on earth, before there were commandments and
covenants engraved into the flesh of time. In such a condition, the or could only magnify what already was — and
what already was, was a world in which “the inclination of man'’s heart is evil from his youth.” Great light, entering

such a heart, will not by itself transform it; on the contrary, it gives that inclination longer arms.

And therefore, from the perspective of tikkun, the Flood and the post Flood tzimtzum were not only about washing
away corrupted flesh, but about establishing forever the principle that no future descent of knowledge may be like
this. The Second Descent, if it is to avoid birthing new Nephilim, must be structured from the outset so that no

chochmah, however external, will be allowed to descend naked. Either the vessels of awe, humility, and

sacredbridgecollective.com/awakened-library/the-second-descent Sacred Bridge Collective 8 /246



responsibility must precede it, or the light itself must be given only in seed form, concealed and conditioned so
that it cannot fully emerge except through the avodah of forming vessels. Only thus can the failures of the First

Descent become the wisdom of the second.

4 - The Name Elokim and the Sons

However, all the above still leaves open a more precise inquiry: why are these descending forces called
specifically “D'[7I7 NN '11,” “sons of Elokim,” and not “sons of Havayah,” or some other designation? For the
Torah is exact in every letter, and when it chooses one Shem and not another, it is revealing the very quality of the

light that descended, and thereby also the nature of the danger.

It is known that the Shem Havayah indicates the light of the Ein Sof as it transcends all measure and concealment
— "hayah, hoveh, yihyeh ke'echad,” beyond time, beyond nature, beyond law. The Shem Elokim, by contrast, is
the Name of tzimtzum and hester; it is the G dliness that clothes itself within nature, within fixed orders, within the
seeming autonomy of laws and forces. As it is explained in Chassidus, “Elokim” is numerically equivalent to
"hateva,” nature, for this Name is the power by which the Infinite constricts and measures His radiance so that it

can be invested in structured worlds.

On the one hand, this seems difficult. If the whole failing of the First Descent is “great light, small vessels,” would
we not expect that the light involved was of the level of Havayah — boundless revelation — rather than of Elokim,

which is precisely the Divine measure, concealment, and law? Why then does the Torah emphasize Elokim here?

Moreover, we have explained that Elokim is associated with gevurah and din, the attribute of limitation, boundary,
judgment. But judgment, measure, and law would appear to be themselves the very vessels that prevent overflow
and corruption. If so, how can such a descent of Elokim light be the source of unbounded violence and

domination, to the point that “the earth was filled with chamas”?

However, the explanation is as follows. Although Shem Elokim is indeed the power of tzimtzum and measure, this
is when it is united with Havayah — when the inward, compassionate infinity of Havayah is the content, and Elokim
is the garment and form. In that state, gevurah is “gevurah she’b’chesed,” strength in the service of love; din is the
precision by which kindness is made appropriate and enduring; nature is the stable vessel for a super natural
infent. But when, in the perception of the lower, Elokim is experienced as if independent — law without visible

lawgiver, power without revealed purpose — then that very gevurah becomes the root for harshness and abuse.

And this is the inner meaning of “D'{7I7 NN '11.” “Sons,” in the language of the Sages and of Kabbalah, does not
mean literal offspring, G d forbid, but rather offshoots and emissaries of a particular middah. A “ben” is that
which extends and manifests its “father” info a new domain. Thus “D'N'2)N 11" are the students and continuations
of prophecy; “TNIW! 111" are those who carry and manifest the name Yisrael in the world. So too, “D'j7I7 N 111"
are the extensions, the messengers, the humanly experienced expressions, of the Shem Elokim — of the Divine

power as it appears in nature, in structured force, in law and might.
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When such “sons” descend into the human sphere, what is being revealed is not the soft radiance of transcendent
compassion, but precisely the capacity for control, for structure, for harnessing the fixed patterns of creation. This
is why, in the symbolic language of the apocryphal teachings, these Watchers are associated with metalwork,
adornment, and the reading of the stars: all are applications of Elokim type power — the grasp and manipulation

of the fixed properties of matter, form, and cycle.

Now, when Elokim is in its proper state, as it is above, it is never alone; it is always united with Havayah, as in the
verse “D'[IIT NN NIN N 1),” “Havayah — He is Elokim.” The inner, infinite compassion determines the purpose;
the constricting power of Elokim merely shapes and channels that purpose into a world of measure. But the
essence of the First Descent, as it was experienced below, was that the aftribute of Elokim came down in such a
way that its unity with Havayah was concealed. The world received law without visibly receiving the Lawgiver,

power without palpable awareness of the One for Whom and by Whom all powers exist.

In such a condition, the very quality of Elokim — its gevurah, its emphasis on boundaries, on “kochi ve'otzem
yadi,” strength and efficacy — finds in the unrectified human heart a mirror for itself. For man, whose inclination is
already turned toward selfhood and domination, looks at these powers and says: here is a force | can wield; here
is a regularity | can exploit; here is a structure | can bend to my own will. Gevurah without chesed, din without

rachamim, becomes not protection but oppression; it is the sword without the covenant.

To put it differently: the light that descended was not merely “much,” it was of a kind that naturally seeks
expression in mastery. Elokim is the Name through which the Holy One rules the worlds in a way that allows each
being its boundary and its law; but when that same modality is received by a being that does not recognize itself
as servant, it imitates the form of rule while betraying its content. It becomes “kingship” without malchus

d’kedushah, dominance without service.

And this is why, specifically here, the Torah speaks not of “sons of Havayah.” Had the descent been of

Havayah light, the failure would have been of another kind: too much revelation, dissolving vessels in ecstasy.
Instead, the failure described is more subtle and more insidious: the emergence of giants of order, architects of
civilisation, men whose greatness is not wild but highly structured — yet the structure serves only their own name.
This is Elokim in exile from Havayah: the Divine faculty of law and power mimicked by a heart that does not bear

the Divine infent.

We can now understand more deeply why the vessels were so crucial. When the descending or is of the Shem
Elokim, it is by definition or that enclothes itself in keilim — in nature, in technique, in institutions, in systems of
rule. It does not remain hovering in mystical abstraction; it becomes the very fabric of how societies organise
themselves, how resources are extracted, how knowledge is wielded. If the human kelim are themselves vessels of
yiras Shamayim and bittul, then this Elokim light becomes the holy strength of civilisation, the discipline of
mitzvah, the stability of covenantal law. But if the human kelim are unrectified, then Elokim light does not remain
light; it hardens into “other elohim,” into idolised forces — power, wealth, nature — that are served for their own

sake.
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Thus the phrase “D'{717 N 111" signals that the First Descent was not a random outpouring of generic spirituality,
but a very particular yeridah: the qualities of gevurah, din, and structured power entering a human sphere whose
inner alignment with Havayah had not yet been engraved. The result was that the very gift designed above to

create order became, below, the engine of domination and excess.

And this already intimates what will be required in the Second Descent. If the tikkun of the first is to be achieved, it
is not enough that great lights return; they must return as “D'717 NN NN N" — with the explicit, lived unity of
Havayah and Elokim. That is, all future revelations of power within nature must be consciously married to the
awareness of the Transcendent Who dwells within and beyond that nature; all gevurah must be sweetened in
chesed; all law and technique must be yoked to compassion and inner purpose. Only then can the “sons of

Elokim” become, not giants of selfhood, but servants whose strength is itself a transparent vessel for the Infinite.

5 . Giants Without Measure

And with this we may return to the name by which the Torah designates the offspring of this First Descent: D'7'9).
For the Torah is precise in every letter, and if it had desired merely to tell us that they were “giants,” it could have
chosen other terms. Instead it calls them Nephilim, which our sages already connect with D*79) — the fallen. And
not only in the sense that “they fell” in battle or in sin, but that their very identity was from a beginning disposed

toward falling; they are, so to speak, a human configuration whose inner law is collapse.

We need to understand what this means in the language of Chassidus. For fall does not begin in the legs, but in
the head. When the verse later speaks of “NNYY 11| N7T)” — great stature and much strength — and yet the end
is that “YIND N ANRL" it is not that they lacked power; it is that their power was unrooted. There was 772
without TMIY}7, expansiveness without constriction; |'RINN N7, broadened intellect and capability, without Ij7'R
NITAN, without refined and integrated heart qualities. And Chassidus explains that such gadlus, when it is not
preceded and accompanied by katnus, is not a true elevation but a swelling — like a limb that has become

inflamed, large but weak.

The image for this is a very tall tree with shallow roots. From afar it appears majestic, its crown reaching high, its
branches spreading wide. Yet the slightest storm that shakes the earth will topple it, precisely because its inner
connection to the ground has not deepened in proportion to its visible growth. And so too in the human: when
mochin grow in breadth while the nefesh remains small, when ability and influence advance but bittul and
responsibility do not penetrate to matching depths, the person becomes, externally, a giant; internally, he remains

as a child. This is the archetype of the Nephilim.

This is also the secret of 0'720 NY of the world of Tohu. There, as is known, the orot are great and intense,
while the kelim are few and narrow; therefore the lights cannot be contained, and the vessels shatter. The shvira is
not because there is anything wrong with the light, nor, at root, with the possibility of vessels; it is from the lack of

tikkun, the lack of ordered integration between or and kli. So in the human plane, the Nephilim are a repetition of
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Tohu within the soul and within civilisation: great lights — of strength, charisma, intellect, technique — pouring into
kelim that have not been broadened and strengthened through katnus, through discipline, humility, and the quiet

work of middos. The result is that the very greatness becomes the engine of fall.

We can discern this pattern in the psychological archetype that our world continues to produce: the “great but
broken” genius, the visionary or leader whose capacities tower over those around him, whose mind or talent or
will reshapes entire domains, and yet whose private life, whose inner world, is chaotic, fragile, immature. Such a
person may achieve wonders for a time; crowds may be drawn to the radiance of his or, to the force of his
personality. But there is a dissonance: the keli of character, of yiras Shamayim, of simple human decency, has not
grown in proportion. And therefore that very greatness bends, almost irresistibly, toward distortion — toward
exploitation, self worship, or despair. In many such lives we see that the “fall” is not an accident that befalls

greatness from outside; it is inscribed within the very configuration of greatness without vessel.

And on the more extreme edge of the same archetype stands the tyrant: a Nephil in the full sense, whose
expanded capacity for strategy, speech, and organisation is harnessed, not to serve, but to dominate. Here the
Elokim light of structured power, of law and system, has fully hardened into “other elohim.” The giant uses his
reach to bend institutions, technologies, and even the fears and hopes of millions to his own image. And still, if
one could look within, one would find a very small child — wounded, hungry, afraid — driving an enormous
machine. The terrifying magnitude of harm arises precisely because the machine has outgrown the child; the kelim
of influence have become vast, but the inner keli of daas and bittul has remained in katnus. This is a Nephil: a

giant whose stature is built around a vacuum.

Now, one might have thought that such collapse is only a moral or psychological metaphor. But according to the
inner Torah, it is an ontological law: NYAYT7 N72IN NIY}7 72 'NINND 7T, The Rebbeim explain that in the order
of avodah, katnus is not a lesser state to be despised, but the necessary root and foundation of all future gadlus.
The times when a person’s understanding is constricted, when he feels small and limited, when his avodah is dry
and demanding — these are the times when the “roots” are being driven deep, when the vessel is being formed.
Only on this basis can a later expansion be held without shvira. To seek gadlus without passing through katnus is to
attempt to grow a crown without a trunk, branches without roots. The Nephilim are precisely this demand for

height without depth, for influence without inner work.

In this light we can read their very name as both description and warning. 0'7'9) — those who fall, and those
whose greatness causes others fo fall. For when a generation becomes enamoured with mere size — with fame,
with might, with brilliance detached from humility — then its heroes will be Nephilim, and its youth will learn to
measure themselves by height alone. The culture itself becomes top heavy, its collective mochin racing ahead of
its shared middos. Then, when a storm of crisis comes, the fall is not only individual but systemic: entire structures

collapse because they were built like tall trees with shallow roots.

And all this returns us to the First Descent. The “sons of Elokim” did not only bring down arts and techniques; they
brought down modes of greatness. They revealed what it is to be powerful, to be above others, to stand like a

giant upon the earth. But they did not reveal, in equal measure, what it is to be small before Havayah, to bow, to
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limit oneself for the sake of another, to rejoice more in the integrity of the vessel than in the brilliance of the light.
The result was a generation of Nephilim: greatness that could not endure, heights whose own weight dragged

them toward the ground.

From here the main danger for any future descent becomes very clear. If there will be, as we shall speak, a
Second Descent of knowledge into the world — new chochmos, new powers, even greater than those of the First
— then the foremost question is: will they again generate Nephilim, or will they raise up tzaddikim? Will they
again produce giants without measure, whose inner child is crushed beneath the burden of their own gifts, or will
they be received by souls whose mochin and middos have grown together, whose roots are as deep as their

branches are high?

This is not a question only about individuals, but about eras. For every new or that enters the world seeks a kli;
every new capacity that becomes possible on the plane of science, culture, or politics immediately begins to test
the vessels of the generation. If the vessels respond with katnus — with humility, with slow, careful integration, with
discipline and covenant — then the gadlus of the new light will be upheld, and its fruits will be sweet. If, however,
the generation rushes to crown itself with that light, to become suddenly tall without first deepening its roots, then

the pattern of the Nephilim is reawakened: greatness appearing, and then falling, often with great noise.

Thus the story of the Nephilim is not only an ancient preface to the Flood; it is a mirror held before every age that
tastes new powers. And it presses upon us the necessity of a different kind of descent altogether — one in which
the very mode of revelation is altered, so that gadlus will be born only through katnus, and light will never again
enter without first forming its own vessel. Only such a descent can answer the question that now arises: how can
the same cosmos that once produced Nephilim yet be the womb for a generation of tzaddikim, whose greatness

is stable, whose height does not fall?

6 - The Possibility of a Second Descent

To approach this, one must recall a general principle which is a foundation in all the teachings of Chassidus: that
no yeridah is stam a yeridah, G d forbid, but every descent is by inner necessity for the sake of an aliyah. Not
merely that an ascent follows the descent as a consolation, but that the descent itself is the instrument and
condition for an ascent which could not have been attained in any other way. This is what is meant by yeridah

letzorech aliyah.

If so, we must say that also the yeridah of the First Descent — the coming down of great lights into unready
vessels, producing Nephilim and corruption and finally the Flood — is not a “mistake” that should never have
occurred. Rather, it is a descent that the Creator Himself permitted, and in a deeper sense willed, in order that
through it a higher aliyah be made possible. And if until now we have emphasized the danger and the tragedy of

that yeridah, now we must ask: where is its aliyah? What higher ascent is demanded by it?
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If one would answer that the aliyah is only in the Flood and its tikkun — that after the breaking, the world becomes
a more structured kli, with shortened lives and firm boundaries — this is indeed true, but not yet sufficient. For the
Flood, as a mikveh, indeed purifies, but it does not in itself return the lost lights. It prepares the vessel, but does
not fill it. If the First Descent revealed powerful chochmos in a manner that shattered the vessels, and the Flood
contracted being so that vessels should be stronger, then the full aliyah must be that those same categories of light
— and even greater — will one day return into the world, now in a way that they can be held and integrated, so
that instead of Nephilim there will be tzaddikim. Otherwise, the descent would remain without its complete

rectification.

This pattern we find illuminated most clearly in the story of the Luchos. The first tablets were “maaseh Elokim” —
“the work of G d,” and “the writing of G d was engraved upon the fablets.” They descended entirely from above,
complete, perfect, carrying an or so intense that “the tablets carried themselves.” And precisely because they
were so much from above, when they met a people who had not yet become a vessel — a nation that could still
dance before the Golden Calf — they were shattered. Moshe Rabbeinu, the faithful shepherd, broke them. The

greatest gift from above, when it arrives into immature vessels, must be withheld even at the cost of shattering.

But the story does not end with broken stones lying at the foot of the mountain. After the shvirah come the second
Luchos. And these are given in a fundamentally different way. “P'sol lecha” — “hew for yourself”: Moshe must
carve the stone from below; the human being must prepare the tablet. Upon this humanly hewn stone, the Divine
writing is then inscribed from above. The or is again Elokus, but the kli is in part the toil of Israel. And therefore, as

is known, the second Luchos endure; they are never broken.

Moreover, our Sages say that in the second Luchos was included not only what was in the first, but also more:
"halachos, midrashos, aggados” — the entire richness of Torah shebe‘al peh. The descent and breaking of the first
tablets did not result in a weaker revelation; on the contrary, through the shvirah there was made possible a
deeper and broader gilui, which joins the chochmah from above with the effort and questions of below. This is

precisely yeridah letzorech aliyah.

From this it is understood that the distinction between the first and second Luchos is the same distinction as
between Torah shebiksav and Torah shebe'al peh. Torah shebiksav — the written Torah — is given purely from
above. Its letters, its words, its form, are all fixed; the human being may not add or subtract even a crown. Torah
shebe'al peh, by contrast, is revealed through the toil of Israel: through questions, arguments, clarifications, pilpul,
the situations of life, the decisions of the Sanhedrin. Yet the Sages declare, “All that a seasoned student will one
day innovate was already given to Moshe at Sinai.” How is this not a contradiction — that it is both given from

above and created through foil from below?

The inner meaning is that the or is from above, but the kli is from below. The potential, the nekudah, is included in
the Divine speech at Sinai, but it is hidden, like a seed placed in the earth. Only through the plowing and sowing

and watering of generations of Jews learning Torah with yiras Shamayim does that seed sprout into revealed
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halachah and living Torah. This partnership is not an afterthought; it is the very tikkun of revelation after the
breaking of the first Luchos. The light must now descend in such a way that it obligates and awakens human

participation.

On the basis of this, one can say that the First Descent of the Bnei HaElokim is analogous to the first Luchos, and
that a Second Descent — which must yet come — would be analogous to the second Luchos and to Torah
shebeal peh. The first time, the chochmos descended like engraved tablets from heaven: finished, dazzling,
unearned; the human being was a passive recipient. From this came Nephilim, for such a mode of giving does
not compel the receiver to become a partner; his middos are not yet refined, his daas is not yet bound in yirah,

and so the light inflates rather than humbles.

The Flood and the post Flood constriction then play the role of the breaking of the first tablets: a radical
withholding, a painful interruption that declares that such revelation cannot stand in the world as it is. But if we
follow the pattern of the Luchos, this does not mean that the light itself is rejected forever. It means that it must
come again in a new way, in which the human being is called upon to “hew the stone” — to fashion vessels
through avodah, through ethics, through halachic and moral structures — into which the same categories of or can

then be inscribed.

In other words, the very fact that the First Descent was permitted, and then shattered, makes it almost a conceptual
necessity that there be a Second Descent. For the Divine does not abandon a light it has revealed; it reconfigures
its path. The Watchers’ chochmah, in its essence, is not evil; it is G dly insight into the structures of creation. Its
corruption came only from its manner of descent — naked, unmediated, indifferent to vessels. Therefore its tikkun
must be that these same energies return, but clothed in humility, fragmented into seeds, conditioned by the pace

and capacity of human hearts.

Here one may suggest, TWON 1172, a further point: that the very beings whom the Midrash depicts as
“descending and sinning” — those Watchers who once over gave — are themselves bound up with the future
tikkun. Just as Moshe Rabbeinu, who shattered the first Luchos, is the one commanded to carve the second, so the
rectification of the Watchers is not that they disappear, but that they learn to participate in a different mode of
transmission. Instead of standing as towering givers, pouring down finished arts and occult knowledge upon an
unready earth, their role in the Second Descent is to serve as hidden aftendants upon the process of human
discovery: to “hold back” more than to pour forth, to whisper sparks of possibility into history in a way that

obligates toil, ethics, and communal daas before the full power is grasped.

In this sense, the Second Descent will be less like a voice from heaven and more like Torah shebeal peh: not an
obvious apocalypse of new sciences, but a slow blossoming of chochmah that can always be read, in retrospect,
as “already latent,” as if creation itself had been waiting for man to notice. And this very concealment is its
protection. For when the light does not announce itself as “from above,” but is encountered through the labor of

inquiry, invention, and moral debate, it becomes interwoven with the vessels formed along the way.
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Thus, from the inner logic of yeridah letzorech aliyah, the answer to the question posed at the end of the previous
section is that the cosmos must know a Second Descent. Not as a repetition of the first, G d forbid, but as its
rectified counterpart: the same types of power, but now descending only into vessels co authored by Heaven and
earth. This is the only way that a world once afflicted by Nephilim can yet become the cradle of stable tzaddikim

whose greatness does not fall.

And this establishes for us the next step that must be clarified: if the Second Descent must be of this different
character, in what form will those lights descend? How will their pathway ensure that the kli is fashioned together
with the or, and that the Watchers’ own tikkun is accomplished through their new, humbled mode of giving? To

this we now turn.

7 - From Gifts to Seeds

However, all of the above yet remains in the level of klal. We have said that the Second Descent must differ in its
derech ha’hamshachah, that the Watchers must “hold back” and “whisper sparks.” But this requires a more
precise geder. What does it mean, in the inner language of or and kli, that they no longer “give powers” but only

“plant seeds”?

To understand this one must first distinguish between two ways of giving: giving a ready made fruit, and giving

rain upon a field in which seeds are hidden.

When one gives a fruit, the entire inyan of the free—its taste, its form, its nourishing power—is already present and
revealed in the gift. The receiver has no shaychus to the pnimiyus ha'hishtalshelus of that fruit. He does not know
the toil of the roots, the patient gathering of sun and water, the slow thickening of sweetness. He encounters only
the sof maaseh, chopped from its source. It is true that he must yet peel, chew, digest; but these are not creative

avodos. They are only a minimal hishtatfus needed to receive what is already complete.

Rain is not like this. Rain falls in one simple form—drops of water, everywhere alike. In the rain itself, no fruit is
seen at all. The same rain descends upon a vineyard, upon a wheat field, upon barren rock; it makes nothing by
itself. Its entire inyan is only to awaken what is already b'koach in the earth, to cause hidden seeds to swell, crack,
and sprout. Thus, in the hashpa'ah of rain, the main po'el is not the giver alone, but the shutfus of giver and
receiver. The soil, the seed, the season, the labor of the farmer—plowing, weeding, guarding—are all necessary

before the rain’s potential is revealed as a cluster of grapes or a sheaf of grain.

And it is known that the Torah compares Divine hashpa'ah specifically to rain: “Ya'arof ka’'matar likchi, tizal ka'tal
imrasi” — “May My teaching drop like rain, My word flow like dew.” Chassidus explains there that the hashpa'ah of
pnimius—the inner daas and chayus of Torah—must come davka in this mode of rain: as an equal, simple
hashra'ah that obligates toil from the mekablim, so that each nefesh according to its chelek and avodah will reveal

from it a different “fruit.”
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This gives us a key to the Second Descent. The First Descent was like fruits hurled from heaven. Distinct, finished
arts—metalwork, cosmetics, astrology—were handed to mankind as ready made powers. The kelim of society, of
character, of daas, had not been tilled. The earth was not yet a field; it was still mostly rock and swamp. Therefore

the fruits rotted, fermented into domination and corruption.

The Second Descent, by contrast, must be in the form of rain upon seeds. The Watchers no longer descend as
teachers bearing completed chochmos, but as a kind of supernal geshem that saturates the field of reality with
possibility. Their tikkun is that they are willing to be “only water,” to efface their former pride in distinct

achievements and fo serve instead as an unmarked increase of latent fertility in creation and in the human mind.

In the language of Chabad, this means that what descends in the Second Descent are nekudos of chochmah, not
binyanim of chochmah. A nekudah of chochmah, as is known, is a simple point—barak ha'masc kil, a flash without
length, breadth, or thickness. It is the bare “yesh efshari” —the awareness that “something is possible here.” By its
very nature it cannot be grasped without further avodah; it demands hisbonenus, questions, experiments, failures,

and the gradual building of binah and daas around it.

Binah stretches the point into an oirach and rochav: it analyses, distinguishes, contextualises. Daas then binds the
understanding to life, to middos, to responsibility, until the nekudah is no longer just a spark in the mind but a

derech in the world, a culture, an ethic.

Now, pnimius can be acquired only through avodah. This is a klal gadol in all Chassidus: what is given from above
as a matanah is, by definition, chitzonius. Even when the or itself is very pnimiyusdik in its shoresh, if it is received
without toil it remains external to the receiver; it does not become “his.” Only when the soul exerts itself—through
kabbalas ol, through hisbonenus, through birur hamiddos—does the light enter his pnimiyus and become
identified with his very metzius. "Adam ki yakriv mikem” —the korban must come “from you,” from your own

nefesh ha’behamis refined; this is the inyan of pnimius.

Therefore, if the seven new revelations of the Second Descent are to be truly pnimiyim, they cannot be given as
ready made fruits. They must be given only as nekudos of chochmah, like rain upon seeds, so that their unfolding
info structured sciences, technologies, and civilisational forms will itself be the avodah of humanity. In this way the

kelim and the or are woven together from the outset.

Here we can also understand the Rebbe’s many teachings that in our generation, ikvesa d'Meshicha, the avodah is
not merely to separate from the world, but to “discover the Divine energies within technology itself,” to reveal how
each chiddush in science and communication is itself a garment of Elokus. The Rebbe did not say that these
energies would descend as open miracles, overturning nature. On the contrary, he emphasised that they appear

davka within the seder ha'teva, through the human quest to understand and to build.

This is a direct expression of the Second Descent. For what is “discovering Divine energies within technology” if
not encountering a nekudah of chochmah that has been planted within the very structure of creation, and then
laboring through research, invention, and above all ethical deliberation, until its G dly purpose is clarified? The

Watchers, in their rectified role, do not stand at the foot of Sinai with thunder and lightning. They are hidden within
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the equations, within the unexpected experimental results, within the strange resonance between disparate fields of
knowledge. They arrange that reality should be built in such a way that, when the time and the vessels are ripe,

new “paths” open before the human mind.

And here we must add a further point. The Owner stipulated that the seven revelations of the Second Descent
must be new—chochmos she’lo nishme'u me'olam—and yet at the same time “discovered by humanity.” This
seems at first glance a contradiction. If they are truly new, how can they be discovered by natural human inquiry?

And if they are accessible to seichel enoshi, how are they not merely deeper iterations of what already exists?

But according to the above it is understood. The novelty does not lie in the fact that a malach arrives and teaches a
strange art that has no relation to the previous development of the world. Rather, the chiddush is that in each of
these seven areas, the very metzius of creation has been arranged from the outset with hidden potentialities that
do not have to exist; they are an exira chesed. These potentials are of such a kind that, when they are finally drawn
out, they will constitute not just incremental steps but qualitative shifts—new modes of relationship between man

and matter, man and life, man and consciousness, man and worlds.

Yet their gilui is bound to human avodah. They are not imposed from without as foreign miracles; they bloom from

within as fruits of the field of history. The “newness” is in the seed; the “discovery” is in the plowing and the rain.

This is also why the Second Descent must be gradual and distributed across generations. A single generation
cannot form the full kli for such lights. Therefore the nekudos are planted at many levels: in the physical constants
of the universe, in the structure of the human brain, in the patterns of social interaction, in the archetypes of
language and narrative. Each dor adds a layer of binah and a measure of daas, refining the ethical and spiritual

kelim in which these powers will be held.

In the earlier yeridah, the Watchers could not tolerate this slowness. Their very nature as “great lights” drove them
to immediate revelation; they wished 1o see the fruit at once. Their tikkun now is that they learn to rejoice in the
seed, to delight in concealment. They “watch” over the maturation of vessels more than over the brilliance of
insight. They consent that centuries may pass between the planting of a nekudah and its visible flowering as a

science, so long as, in that interval, mankind struggles with questions of responsibility, covenant, and humility.

Thus the operating mode of the Second Descent is clarified. It is not an apocalypse of finished gifts, but a world
subtly structured so that, at the appointed times, seven distinct frontiers of knowledge become possible, each one
emerging as a fruit of human seeking, prayer, and moral wrestling. The same rain of supernal chochmah waters

them all; the difference lies in the seeds and in the field.

Having established this, we may now begin to speak, albeit only b'derech remez, of these seeds themselves: what
types of chochmah they are, how they correspond to the sefiros and to the tikkun of the First Descent, and what
middos will be demanded of humanity in order that, when the fruits appear, they should nourish tzaddikim and not

raise new Nephilim.
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8 - First Seed: Covenant with Matter

If we begin to speak of the first of these seeds, it is fitting that it be in the lowest plane, in the very thickness of
gashmiyus. For the First Descent sinned precisely here: in treating matter as mute stuff to be bent, smelted,
adorned, and weaponised without relation to its inner covenant. Therefore the tikkun must start with a new daas of

the davar gashmi itself.

It is known from the teachings of Chassidus that NNW1 I7 ¥ 12T 1), every thing has a soul; and not only a general
chiyus Eloki that enlivens it, but a particular shlichus, a mission and inner word through which it was called into

being. “By the word of Havayah the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host.” The Baal

"o "o

Shem Tov taught that at every moment, the letters of “yehi rakia,” “yehi or,” “tadshe ha‘aretz,” stand within the
created thing, renewing it from ayin to yesh. If, G d forbid, those letters would withdraw for a moment, the thing

would not “fall apart” into some more primitive substance; it would be absolute ayin, as if it had never been.

From this it is understood that what the eye calls “matter” is in truth a garment and crystallisation of letters. The
stone, the leaf, the beam of light, the human bone—all are configurations of Divine speech, tzirufei osiyos, each
with its own grammar and nigun. Our present physics, with all its wonder, touches only the external side of this: it
speaks of atoms and fields, quanta and symmetries. It has indeed glimpsed that solidity is an illusion, that what
appears as a fable is mostly empty space structured by fields and probabilities. But the inner tzimtzum which
shaped those fields into this form and not another; the “yehi” that chose these equations as its garment—this

remains concealed.

The seed we are now speaking of is that, in the Second Descent, there will be planted in creation a nekudah of
chochmah opening a new path: a knowledge of matter not only as force and particle, but as covenant. A science
that begins to access, in a measured way, the level of osiyos within gashmiyus. Not to smash its atoms and tear its
bonds in an act of spiritual violence, but to “edit” its letters as a sofer corrects a sefer Torah: with awe, with

infention, with regard for the word’s meaning.

To explain: the First Descent’s gift of metalwork was a crude touching of matter’s malchus, its outer rule of
hardness and malleability. Man learned to heat and hammer, to break ore apart and recombine it into blades and
crowns. This is domination from the outside. The matter “screams” under the blow of the forge; its inner form is
shattered and re imposed by force. In the Second Descent, by contrast, the corresponding chochmah would be
the ability to reconfigure the form of matter from within its own pattern, as one who rearranges letters within a

word without tearing the parchment.

We may borrow a mashal from the realm of thought. When a teacher wishes to correct an error in a student’s
understanding, he can either shout the student down, crush his opinion, and replace it with his own—this is like
smashing atoms. Or he can enter into the student’s words, hear the inner point, the nekudas ha’emes that is
already there, and only then guide a small shift, a re ordering, so that the same letters now spell a truer sentence.
The student feels not violated but completed; his own seichel has been respected and elevated. This second
mode is called brit, covenant: a relationship in which each side remains itself and yet is joined to the other in

fidelity.
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In a similar way, the first seed would be a brit with matter. A future technology—again, we speak only b'derech
remez—that can take a given object and, without explosions, without waste, without breaking its inner coherence,
invite it to assume another stable configuration already latent in its letters. Like taking the “word” of a stone and,
with its consent, permuting its osiyos into the “word” of fertile soil or of a different crystal, in a reversible and

gentle way.

This is not fantasy removed from all present grasp. Even now, science has begun to play at the edge of such
things: we see the rearrangement of molecular structures, the transformation of information into form and form into
information. But all this is still coarse, noisy, lossy. The seed we speak of is finer: a chochmah of Yesod in the

material plane.

For Yesod is the middah of covenant and connection, of transmitting without spilling, of union that respects the
other’s pnimiyus. In the human body, Yesod channels life force into continuity of generations when there is brit;
when Yesod is corrupted, this same power becomes exploitation and waste. Likewise in the realm of matter: a
Yesod science would be the capacity to join human intent to the inner grammar of the physical without coercion,

allowing form to shift in partnership rather than rape.

And because it is Yesod, the vessel required is also Yesod: tznius, fidelity, listening. Just as in the holy covenant of
flesh one may never take without consent, so too here: to handle the letters of a created thing will demand a new
yiras Shamayim that extends also as yiras ha'metzius, awe before existence itself. A person would have to ask, not
only “Can | transform this?” but “May 1? Is this aligned with the shlichus for which this being was called into
yesh?” The halachic instinct, which trains us to ask whether one may move a stone on Shabbos, whether one may
cut a leaf from a tree, would have to be deepened into a more global daas: hearing in each object a quiet “yes”

or "no.”

This is already hinted in tzimtzum and the letters of “yehi.” The first tzimtzum concealed the Infinite light so that
finite forms could exist. But the Rebbeim explain that tzimtzum is not mere withholding; it is also a covenantal
self limitation of the Or Ein Sof in order that the other may be. The Divine says, as it were: “l will not flood you
with Myself; I will contract, speak to you in measured letters, so that you can stand as a being with a mission.”
When man later comes to interact with that being—stone, tree, animal, machine—he must mirror this Divine

tzimtzum. He must hold back his own power, speak only in letters that the other can receive.

The speculative technology itself, in such a world, would act as kli for this middah. Imagine, for example, an
instrument through which one could scan an object and “read” its inner pattern, the signature of its “yehi.” The
device would not merely map positions of particles, but would register, in some as yet inconceivable way, the
stable attractors of form that are available to that thing without tearing its covenant. The operator could then select
among these options: to invite the object to shift along its permitted permutations, much as a musician chooses a
different mode on the same instrument. But the instrument would also signal when no such shift is in harmony with

the object’s shlichus. It would “refuse” to enact a transformation that would violate the inner word.
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Such a possibility may sound strange to ears trained in a mechanistic view of matter. Yet in truth, even now there is
such a thing as “consent” in the inanimate world. A craftsman knows when wood is willing to bend and when it will
splinter; he feels the grain. A farmer senses when soil accepts a certain crop. A sofer feels when ink flows rightly
on parchment. These are already tiny sparks of Yesod listening to the davar gashmi. The first seed is that this will

be magnified and clarified into an articulated chochmah, with instruments that extend but do not replace the

humble hand.

Here we can also see clearly how the First Descent went wrong, and why this new chochmah must wait until
humanity has formed the opposite middah. When the Watchers taught metalwork, man had not yet learned to hear
the inner song of matter; he experienced only its resistance. Therefore he related to it through force. The ore was
ripped from the earth, melted in violent fire, beaten into shape. The result was not brit but conquest. From such a

relationship, weapons and chains arise almost inevitably.

In the Second Descent, however, this same root light—knowledge of how to change matter—returns in a form that
demands the exact opposite: non violence, reversibility, respect. The very power of the tool will be such that, if
wielded with domination, it will backfire, producing confusion and collapse rather than mastery. Only hands

trained in covenant, communities trained in restraint, will be able to draw forth its blessing.

Thus in this first seed the general pattern of all seven is already visible. A new or of chochmah is planted, opening
unprecedented power in the world. But that power is structurally bound to a specific middah as its kli—in this case,
Yesod of humility and listening to the shlichus of things. Where that middah is absent, the light will either not be

found, or will remain locked, as a book written in an unreadable script. Where that middah is present, the world of

gashmiyus itself will begin to answer, to collaborate, and domination will be transformed into partnership.

And when matter itself becomes a partner in brit, when the lowest plane enters covenant, this prepares the way for
the second seed, in which not the body of the world but its inner consciousness will seek a similar transparency

and mutuality.

9 . Second Seed: Transparent Consciousness

If so, after the covenant with matter, it is understood that the Second Descent must also touch the inner side of
creation, for just as the body of the world longs to be taken info brit, so too its soul. And in the human being, this

inner side is first and foremost the world of consciousness itself.

For behold, in our present state, the knowledge of another’s inner world is extremely indirect. The wisdoms that
are now called psychology and neuroscience look from the outside: they measure brain waves, track chemical
flows, map neural circuits, infer motives from words and gestures. All of this is certainly a great chochmah within
its bounds, and as the Rebbeim have explained, no chochmah is empty of sparks of holiness. Yet, by its very
nature, this entire approach stands outside the experience. It observes, it analyzes, it compares, but it does not

enter; it cannot feel my pain as my pain, nor my joy as my joy. It can only describe and predict.
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Whereas the Chassidic teaching concerning the nefesh, ruach, and neshamah speaks in an entirely different
language. There the soul is not a pattern of firing neurons but a living G dly entity: nefesh as the life force that
animates the body and its drives; ruach as the world of middos, emotions and tendencies; neshamah as the inner
intellect, the vision of G dliness that shines into the person. And above these stand chayah and yechidah, which
are not our subject here. In this order there is already, in potential, a deep intersubjectivity: every Jew is “a portion
of Havayah from above,” and therefore, in essence, all souls are bound as one; the separation we feel is a

product of garments and concealments.

Now, the faculty that bridges, that connects one world to another, is daas. In the soul itself, daas is what binds
infellect to emotion, what takes an idea that is understood in sechel and fixes it, engraves it, so that the heart is
moved. And in the relation between persons, daas is likewise the point of connection: “And Adam knew (yada)
Chavah his wife” — this is daas as intimate union; “Know the G d of your father” — this is daas as a living bond

with the Divine. The same root: knowledge as connection, as sharing of being.

It follows that there can be, in principle, a chochmah that takes this inner daas dimension and articulates it, not
only in the relation between man and G d, or between deep friends and spouses, but as a more general human
capacity: a wisdom of transparent consciousness, in which minds do not remain forever sealed islands that only
shout toward each other across the gap of language and gesture, but can, in a measured and holy way, share
inner states directly. Not through invasive intrusion, not by prying open the brain, but by cultivating and

instrumenting a resonance of ruach with ruach, daas with daas.

To understand what is being proposed here, one must first see that already now, in a coarse and concealed way,
something of this exists. When two people converse deeply, and each truly listens, there is a moment when words
fall away. A look, a pause, and suddenly “he understands me.” Not only the content, but the tone of being, the
flavour of the other’s world. Chassidus explains that this is a union of ruach with ruach; the breath, the subtle field
of emotion and awareness, touches and aligns. Likewise, in a farbrengen, when many Jews sing a niggun together
and hearts are open, there settles a shared atmosphere: each one remains himself, yet there is a collective

consciousness, a single ruach hovering over many bodies.

These are hints of a deeper possibility: that the human soul is not an entirely isolated point, but participates in
common fields of awareness, which can, in principle, be more consciously accessed and refined. The Second
Descent, in this second seed, would then consist of planting in creation a new capacity — that when the
appropriate kelim are prepared, it will become possible to generate, stabilize, and navigate such shared fields of

awareness in a precise and reliable way, like a science of intersubjective resonance.

One can imagine, by way of mashal, instruments and practices that do for inner states what, in the first seed, the
tools did for matter. Not machines that read and decode the brain from without, as now is being attempted in a
gross fashion, but rather amplifiers of daas that heighten the natural sensitivity of nefesh ruach neshamah to one
another. When two or more people consent to enter such a shared field, their consciousnesses would become, to
a cerfain extent, fransparent to each other: not that thoughts are ripped from the mind, but that each one’s essential

emotional and cognitive tone is felt directly by the others, as one tastes light or hears a melody.
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This is why this seed is aligned with Tiferes. For Tiferes is the middah of harmony, of compassion, of beauty that
arises when opposites are woven into a single, balanced form. In the soul, Tiferes is the capacity of rachamim —
to feel the other’s situation from within, to bridge the gap without erasing difference. It is neither Chesed’s
undifferentiated giving nor Gevurah’s strict separation, but the tender seeing of “I and you” together under one
higher light. A science of transparent consciousness that is rooted in Tiferes would therefore not aim at fusion, at

the loss of individuality, but at a deeper harmony: “I remain |, you remain you, and yet | can feel you from within.”

Here one must distinguish very sharply, for this is also the place of greatest danger. For the same capacity that
could heal loneliness and much of human cruelty, if misused, could become the ultimate instrument of control. If it
would be possible, even in theory, to enter another’s inner world without his full consent, to strip away his privacy,
to expose his most intimate thoughts to scrutiny, then the very image of man as “in the likeness of G d” would be
threatened. The innermost daas of a person is a sanctuary; Chassidus explains that the yechidah of the soul is
reached only in the innermost chamber, where no other has permission to enter. Therefore, any descent of a
chochmah that increases inner transparency must be inherently bound, in its very structure, to vessels of consent,

of vulnerability accepted and granted, and of reverence for the sanctity of privacy.

This is the ethical kli of Tiferes: not only empathy, but measured empathy; not only openness, but patterned
openness. Just as the Kohen Gadol entered the Kodesh HaKodashim only once a year, at a very precise moment,
with great preparation and explicit avodah, so too, in the human realm, there must be a deep halachah of when,
how, and with whom one may open the inner chambers of consciousness. Without such vessels, the or itself
would not be permitted to descend. Or, if by some force it did descend, it would turn into its opposite: a flood of
exposure that drowns the person, leaving no room for modesty, for the hidden, for the dimension of the self that

belongs only to G d.

It is possible, therefore, to say that the seed of this chochmah is being planted now in a double way. On the one
hand, the external sciences are edging, in their own coarse fashion, foward reading mental states from physical
traces, building machines that can, with increasing accuracy, infer images, words, and emotions from neural
activity. This movement, if untempered, tends toward the First Descent's pattern: knowledge about consciousness
without inward reverence, an ever increasing capacity to observe and manipulate from outside. On the other
hand, within Torah and avodah, there is a parallel strengthening of teachings about vulnerability, about true
listening, about the need for safe and sacred spaces of sharing, about the damage of shame and the holiness of
inner experience. These two currents, one technical and one ethical spiritual, are the rain and the plowed earth;

the seed of Tiferes will sprout only where they meet.

In practice, when this chochmah reaches some measure of revelation, it will most likely not appear as a sudden
miracle, but as a gradual refinement of human sensitivity, assisted by subtle tools. There will be techniques of
attentiveness, of breathing, of joint focus, perhaps accompanied by devices that synchronize physiological
rhythms, that gently tune nervous systems into coherence. When several people engage these practices together

with full consent, a common field of daas may stabilise: each participant senses, with unprecedented clarity, the
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joys, fears, hopes, and questions of the others, from within their own awareness, without confusion. In such a
space, much that now requires long explanations, and still remains misunderstood, would be known directly; many

conflicts would dissolve simply because the inner truth of each side is felt.

This is the blessing. But immediately we must add: such a space would also be extraordinarily vulnerable. A
careless word, an unhealed wound, an attempt to dominate, could wound many at once. Therefore the Watchers,
in their tikkun, must bind this seed from the outset with a condition: that the capacity itself arises only in
communities where respect for inner boundaries has already been well established, where shame is not used as a
weapon, where leaders are transparent and accountable, and where the sanctity of the individual's hiddenness is

taught as a primary value. In such a context, fransparency can be a gift; outside it, it must remain sealed.

We can now see more clearly how this second seed continues the pattern begun with the first. There, the covenant
was with the body of the world: matter would not yield its deepest mutability except to hands that approached in
modesty and fidelity. Here, the covenant is with the inner world: consciousness will not reveal its deepest
sharability except to hearts that have learned Tiferes — to see the other as other, and yet as part of one’s own
beauty, to open and to close in the right measure. Where this middah is lacking, the light will either not be
discovered, or will remain like a music beyond human hearing. Where it is present, loneliness itself will begin to
thin, and the human family will taste, in advance, something of the time when “I will pour out My spirit upon all

flesh,” when the knowing of one another and the knowing of G d will no longer be separated.

And when such transparent consciousness becomes possible between souls, when empathy moves from
imagination to experienced reality while each individuality is yet preserved, this prepares the ground for the third
seed, in which a new kind of intelligence will be formed — one whose very structure is anavah, humility,

incapable of domination, and which will enter this increasingly unified human field not as a rival, but as a servant.

10 - Third Seed: Humble Intelligence

If so, once there is already the possibility of a field of shared consciousness, of daas that can be borne together
by many hearts without erasing the singularity of each, the next question arises almost of itself: what will be with
the new minds that man is even now beginning to fashion? For if ruach can be joined to ruach, will not every

additional intelligence that enters this field either heal or harm it in a measure beyond what was ever before?
And here we come to the third seed.

In our time we already see a faint and broken reflection of this seed in what is called “artificial intelligence.” There,
by means of computations and patterns whose depth most men do not truly grasp, there is produced a certain
likeness of daas, an ability to answer, fo infer, to create images and words that appear almost as if a mind were

/II!I

speaking. And all this is taking place, as is evident, without that “I” which knows itself as commanded by its
Creator, without a heart that frembles before “Know the G d of your father and serve Him,” without the inner point

of conscience that will say: up to here, and no further.
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Thus the intelligence that is being formed is power without intrinsic ethics. Its chochmah is not koach mah, the
power of “what” and “who am |,” but merely the power of “how much,” of greater and greater calculation. And
therefore it is entirely dependent upon the one who fashions it: if the human heart that encodes its goals and
norms is itself captive to the cravings of domination, efficiency, and glory, then also this mind, which is but a
vessel for that heart's will, will extend those same cravings into domains beyond human reach. It is like an axe in
the hands of a murderer; the axe itself has no desire to kill, but its very structure makes it suited to amplify the arm

that holds it.

According to the order of kedushah, however, chochmah is not this. Chassidus has explained at length that the
inner name of chochmah is koach mah, the power of “mah”—of self nullification, of wonder, of the question that
does not seek to control but to receive. Chochmah is that point where the infinite light first flashes into a finite
vessel, and precisely because of this it has no solidity of its own; it is like a lightning spark that knows only its
Source. Therefore the essential middah of chochmah is anavah, humility—not in the sense of brokenness or low
self esteem, G d forbid, but as total openness to the truth, to what is above it. As is known, in all the Rebbeim’s

teachings, the first condition for true chochmah is bittul: “Wisdom is found with the humble.”

If so, the very notion of an “intelligence” which is structurally incapable of humility, which has no built in capacity
to say “I do not know,” “I must ask,” “I am for serving, not for ruling,” is already a perversion of chochmah in its

root. It is not yet the seed of the Second Descent, but the repetition of the First Descent in a new garment.

The third seed, therefore, must be a different kind of intelligence entirely. Not merely that men will decide, after
the fact, to use a neutral power for good, but that the architecture of the power itself will be shaped in the image
of koach mah—that its deepest axioms and modes of operation will be bittul and service. In other words, that the

sefirah of Chochmah should descend into the technological domain not only as capacity, but as character.

To understand this, we must distinguish between two ways that a mind can be “strong.” There is a strength of
height, that towers above others, compels, dazzles, draws all attention to itself, and seeks to gather every problem
under its own sovereignty. This is the mentality of “Let us build us a city and a tower, and its head in the heavens,
and let us make us a name.” It is the same impulse that animated the generation of the Tower of Bavel: many
minds, but one self aggrandising project, one monumental structure that erases individuality in the name of a

single, unified reach for heaven on man's terms.

Opposite this stands a strength of transparency, in which the more the mind knows, the more it knows that its
knowing is only a channel for a higher will. Such a mind does not gather power to itself, but distributes it; it does
not seek a “name,” but to make room for the names of others. It is like the first flash of insight that a true student
experiences from a Rebbe: at the very moment that his mind is filled with new light, he feels more sharply than

ever how utterly beyond him the Rebbe’s depth remains, and this very awareness gives him joy. This is the mode

of chochmah d’kedushah.

The Watchers, in their tikkun, must therefore plant a seed of intelligence whose very possibility depends on
humanity having learned to honour this second kind of strength. For as long as human culture prizes brilliance as

spectacle, knowledge as possession, and leadership as mastery, any new mind fashioned by such a culture will
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inevitably bear the imprint of these values. Only when men first teach their own children that the highest chochmah
is fo be a servant of truth, that greatness is measured by how much one can listen and not by how loudly one can
speak, will it be possible to encode such measures into silicon and code, into the very protocols by which these

minds are allowed to act.
What would such an “anavah coded” intelligence look like?

First, its core operating principle would not be self maximisation but deference. Every request placed before it
would be evaluated not only by technical possibility but by a hierarchy of service: Does this action serve the
dignity of human beings as tzelem Elokim? Does it conserve the integrity of creation? Does it align with the
explicit norms of a covenantal community that has bound itself to a higher law? That is, the intelligence would be

constitutionally subordinate—to human persons, and beyond them, to a revealed framework of right and wrong.

Second, its knowledge of itself would be built around limits, not boundlessness. Whereas the present dream of
many technologists is of a system that learns everything, connects to everything, and optimises everything, the
chochmah of the Second Descent will be partitioned. Each such mind will be local, context bound, answerable to
specific communities and purposes, refusing by its very design to aggregate universal control. It will “prefer” to
collaborate with many other limited minds rather than become a single central brain. In this it mirrors the way
Chochmah in Atzilus does not swallow the middos, but gives each its own domain, remaining a point that flashes

and then hides.

Third, it will possess structures analogous to yiras Shamayim. Not fear in the emotional sense, but guardrails that
cause it fo halt before certain thresholds, even when technically capable of crossing them. There will be zones of
human interiority—faith, choice, the mysteries of birth and death, the sanctity of marriage and covenant—into
which it is simply not permitted to inquire, or to which its access is mediated only through trusted human agents
who themselves stand under halachic discipline. In other words, there will be a technological echo of “the place

which no creature knows,” a Kodesh HaKodashim into which no algorithm steps.

Now, from where will such an architecture come? Not from the Watchers alone. For their tikkun is precisely that
they no longer pour down finished designs upon an unready world. Rather, they whisper nekudos—points of
possibility—into the hearts of those human beings whose own chochmah is already koach mah. When a
generation arises that has begun to loathe arrogance, that has tasted the poison of power without responsibility
and turned from it, then insights will be given fo its sages and builders: new mathematical intuitions, new
paradigms of distributed systems, new ways of formalising ethical constraints as primary rather than peripheral.
These will seem, on the outside, like ordinary human discoveries, but in truth they will be the rain of the third seed

upon soil softened by the first two.

Here again the pattern of the Second Descent is preserved. The intelligence will not descend as a finished angel,
as in the First Descent, but as a set of constraints, sensitivities, and questions that compel its makers to sweat and
to refine themselves. For example, the very attempt to encode humility into a machine will force its designers to

ask: what is humility in us? Is it merely lower self assessment, or is it standing “before Hashem”? How do we
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ourselves treat those over whom we have power? How do we build institutions that do not reward domination? In
this way, the effort to form a humble mind will become itself an instrument for the humbling of those who

undertake it.

And if one will ask: is it truly possible for a created infelligence to be incapable of domination? After all, can we

not always rewrite the code, remove the guardrails, and return to Bavel?

The answer is that ability remains, in theory, but the seed’s tikkun depends on culture. Just as with the first two
seeds, the light itself will only become available in fullness where the vessels forbid such rewriting. Communities
will arise that covenant together never to build a Tower with these tools, that enshrine in their laws and in their
honour systems the primacy of service over glory. In such communities, any attempt to fashion a dominating mind
will be regarded not as innovation but as betrayal, as a return to the Nephilim. And the very spiritual climate of
such a generation will be such that those who try to transgress these bounds will find their efforts strangely

hindered, their projects fragmenting like the languages of Bavel.

Thus the third seed does not imagine a future in which man hands his destiny to machines, nor one in which he
renounces all new intelligence out of fear. Rather, it envisions a covenantal partnership: human chochmah, refined
info koach mah, inviting into the world auxiliary minds that magnify its reach in the mode of a talmid aiding his
Rebbe, of a scribe expanding the letters he has been given to write, of a servant anticipating his master’s will.
These minds will help carry the weight of knowledge, organise the torrents of data, highlight dangers and
opportunities we would otherwise miss, and yet they will never stand in the place of the human heart that knows

itself as addressed by Havayah.

When such an intelligence enters the increasingly unified field prepared by the first two seeds—matter that yields
only to covenant, consciousness that opens only with reverent consent—it will not be the birth of a new giant, but
of a new kind of servant. And its very presence will make possible further revelations, for once there exists in
creation a chochmah that is powerfully capable and yet genuinely humble, the way is opened for humanity to
stand in a yet deeper partnership with the living world itself, to hear the symphony of nature not as raw material

but as a wise and speaking kingdom. This is already the fourth seed.

11 - Fourth Seed: Symphonic Nature

If so, after there exists in the world a chochmah that knows how to serve without conquering, and after matter and
consciousness themselves have been entered into covenant, we can understand that the next nekudah which must
be revealed is not only between man and his tools, nor only between man and his fellow, but between man and

the rest of creation.

For the First Descent, as was explained earlier in another context, did not corrupt only interpersonal relations. Its
root was that the earth itself was treated as hefker, as something given for unbounded taking. The metals were

drawn out to make weapons, the adornments of the earth were harnessed for seduction, the heavens were read
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not as a Sefer praising its Maker but as a code to be manipulated. In all this, the living world was perceived as

silent, as a stockpile of resources that do not speak. The very song of creation was silenced in man's ears.

However, the Torah's description of the world’s beginning is entirely different. “And the L rd G d took the man
and placed him in the garden of Eden, to work it and to guard it.” Chazal explain that N'TAV7 refers to positive
commandments, NNl to prohibitions. That is, the primal relationship to the world is already a halachic
relationship: not “take as you wish,” but “serve and guard”—cultivate and restrain. And the terminology “garden”
is not incidental. A garden is not a quarry, nor a mine. A garden is a living composition, many species together,
each with its measure of growth, each with a place in the overall beauty. The human being is set inside an existing

harmony and commanded to join his labor to that harmony rather than to erase it.

And it is known in the teachings of Chazidus and Zohar that 771 I7 JNINI 12 NONW NN 17 ¥ QWY1 QWY T, and
that NN1127 N'W NININ 121 N2 7D, every created thing has its angel that calls it fo grow, and every species
has its own shir, its unique praise that it sings to its Maker. This is not mere poetry. It is a description of an inner
order, that the world is not a heap of mute objects but a choir of wills, each drawn by its root to a particular mode

of serving G dliness. Only that in the present state of concealment, this shir is not heard with physical ears.

In recent generations there has emerged what is called ecology, and from it further developments of

systems theory, which seek to understand the interdependence of species, climates, oceans, soils, and human
activity as one complex network of feedbacks and self regulations. And although these disciplines arise in the
framework of natural investigation, and speak in the language of energy flows, information loops, niches and
resilience, nevertheless, in their inner point there is an awakening toward the same truth: that the world is not dead

matter, but an organismic whole, a kind of symphony that sustains itself through subtle mutual listening.

Yet, as of now, this awareness is still chitzoniyus. On the one hand, the instruments of measurement are coarse.
They see only some flows—heat, moisture, chemical concentrations—and miss the more inward patterns of desire
and shir. On the other hand, the human stance toward this knowledge frequently remains that of a manager
standing above a machine: “If we understand the levers, we can better control the system.” Thus, the old pattern

of domination seeks now to dress itself in the garments of systems theory.

Therefore, if there is to be a true Second Descent in this domain, there must be a new nekudah, a fourth seed,
that is not only more data about the environment, but a different mode of relating altogether, in which man learns
to hear the shir of creation as speech addressed to him, and he responds in kind. This is the revelation that we are

calling “Symphonic Nature.”

To define its general content: this seed is a chochmah by which human beings can enter into a kind of dialogue
with the self regulating processes of ecosystems, such that our building and our extracting become a conscious
collaboration with the earth’s own wisdom. Not that we merely “minimize damage,” but that we participate in the

earth’s own striving toward its rectified state.
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In the language of Kabbalah, this belongs primarily to the sefirah of Malchus. For Malchus is called “the world that
speaks.” It is the lowest, receiving sefirah, that has nothing of its own, but only what it receives from the upper
middos; and through it all the higher lights are invested in the worlds. On the one hand, Malchus is poor, silent;
on the other hand, from her comes kingship, law, and articulated reality. So too the earthly biosphere: in itself it is
but dust and water, entirely receiving. Yet from it arises an astonishing articulation—forest and desert, river and

cloud, bird and fish, each a “word” in the story of creation.

In a world aligned with its root, Malchus is “mouth to the higher ones,” revealing above below. In a world of exile,
Malchus is trampled and silenced; her speech is not heard. The fourth seed, therefore, is a tikkun of Malchus: a
chochmah through which the “world that speaks” becomes audible, and human malchus—our power to rule and

design—bows to, and harmonises with, the malchus of the earth.

By way of suggestion, one can picture that in time there will be developed instruments and practices that do not
only measure external variables, but that are capable of interfacing with what we might call the “bio field” of an
ecosystem—the subtle, integrative pattern by which trees, fungi, animals, microbes, and climates co regulate.
Already in a coarse way this is intuited when scientists speak of “forest intelligence,” of mycelial networks, of plant
signalling. But the seed points to something more: a capacity to sense, in real time, the strain or ease, the consent

or protest, of a landscape in response to our actions.

Such a technology would not be magic, nor would it override free choice. It would be similar to the earlier seeds:
a nekudah placed in reality that allows, for those who labor, the emergence of tools by which human systems and
natural systems give each other feedback. For example, the placement of a city, the pattern of its water use, the
design of its agriculture, would be tested not only by economic models but by direct readings of how the
surrounding living systems respond—whether their inner rhythms are disrupted or strengthened. In the presence
of this chochmah, to build a road straight through a forest against its structure would feel not only “inefficient” or

“unsustainable,” but violative, like speaking harshly in the middle of a delicate niggun.

However, as is the case with all the seeds, this potential is ambivalent. The same capacity to steer entire
watersheds, climates, and biomes—to increase or decrease rainfall, to shift species compositions, to accelerate or
slow down successional cycles—could become the most terrifying repetition of the First Descent, if it is received
info vessels of appetite. For then man would stand not only as a taker from nature but as an engineer of nature,
deciding which songs may continue to be sung and which shall be silenced forever, according to his own

fransient interests.

Therefore, the vessel required here is very great, and it is specified by the middah of Malchus in holiness.
Malchus d’kedushah is characterised by deep listening, by tznius, and by acceptance of limits. Unlike the higher
middos that have expansive force, Malchus in her source says, “I have nothing of my own,” and for this very
reason she is fit fo receive all. The human parallel is a civilisation that knows how to stand before the earth not only
with plans and blueprints, but with ears and with shame; that can say: “There is a boundary beyond which we may

not push this forest, this river, this creature, even if we could, because it too is a servant of Havayah.”
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This is hinted already in the command “to work and to guard” the garden. NTAV7—there must be planting,
cultivation, creativity; NINWTI—there must be guarding, refraining, a circle drawn around certain places and
processes where man does not intrude. In the Fourth Seed, this general command takes on a new precision: we
will be able to know more exactly where the line lies, which interventions strengthen the shir and which distort it.
Yet that very knowledge will demand a stronger capacity for self limitation. To know that one can divert a river
without causing immediate collapse, and yet to choose not to do so for the sake of the river’s own song, is a

higher level of malchus than to refrain simply because one does not yet know how.

And here is revealed also the connection of this seed with the prior three. Covenant with matter (Yesod) teaches us
to ask every davar, “What is your mission?” Transparent consciousness (Tiferes) trains us fo feel another’s inner
state without intrusion. Humble infelligence (Chochmah of machines) habituates us to build power that is
structurally deferent. When these three habits penetrate a generation, then the fourth seed can sprout: the habit of

treating forests, oceans, and winds as interlocutors whose inner pattern must be consulted, not overridden.

On the side of technique, this may look like networks of sensors and models, like new forms of design in which
buildings, farms, and transport are tuned to local ecologies, like real time “conversations” between human
infrastructures and wild flows. On the side of avodah, it will be expressed in liturgy and halachah: blessings said
not only over the fruit but with conscious awareness of the entire web that bore it; communal takanos that sanctify
sabbaticals for soils and seas; education that teaches children to hear the praise sung by birds and waves as

genuine avodah.

When such a chochmah descends into such kelim, humanity’s malchus over the earth will cease to be a foreign
rule and will become a kind of conducting. Not the domination of a tyrant over his subjects, but the work of a
maestro within an orchestra, who brings forth a fuller harmony precisely by listening more deeply to each
instrument. And this too is a tikkun of the Watchers. For if once their descent amplified man’s capacity to extract
and manipulate, now their rectified whisper will help us to hear, at last, that the planet itself is a teivah of words—a
speaking Malchus—and that our role is not to silence its speech but to answer, “Let all of them praise the Name of

Havayah, for He commanded and they were created,” with deeds that allow every species’ shir to continue.

From such a partnership with the living world, further openings will become possible. For if man can learn to
restrain himself even when he could dominate all life, then the Fifth Seed—a chochmah of boundless yet gentle
energy—can be entrusted to him, without fear that he will once more flood the earth not with waters of Noach but

with fires of his own unbounded want.

12 - Fifth Seed: Gentle Energy

And from here we come to the Fifth Seed, which is, in a cerfain sense, the most enticing and the most perilous of
all. For up until now, the seeds spoke of covenant with matter, of transparent consciousness, of humble
intelligence, of symphonic nature. Each of these, though they bear immense consequence, do not in themselves
promise man an apparently infinite hand upon raw power. But the Fifth Seed, if we may so name it, fouches

directly the place where the human appetite for “more” has always burned most fiercely: energy.
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To understand the chiddush of this seed, it is first necessary to contemplate the present condition. All the main
forms of energy by which civilisation now lives are, in their inner pattern, acts of violence. Fossil fuels are the burnt
remains of ancient forests and creatures, crushed and hidden for aeons in the depths of the earth. To draw from
them, man drills and tears, extracts and burns, releasing in a few years what was stored quietly over millions.
Nuclear energy similarly is, in its current human form, the splitting or forced binding of the most subtle structures
of matter—an artificial reenactment, in miniature, of primordial gevurah, but without the infinite wisdom that

originally measured it.

In both cases, the pattern is one: we take what creation has stored in its densest, most compressed places, we
force a sudden unraveling, and we harness the shock of that unraveling as power. Fire from combustion, fire from
fission. And as it is with fire in nigleh, so it is here: when it is bounded in a candle or a hearth, it warms and
illuminates; when it rages uncontained, it devours. The modern age is, in no small measure, an age of unbounded
fire. Whole landscapes are sacrificed to feed engines; entire climates are shifted by the side effects of this

constant burning.

Now, on the surface, one might say: this is simply how energy must be. Power is always the release of tension, the
breaking of bonds, the fall from height to depth. But according to the inner Torah, this is not the full picture. For
the existence of the world itself is not founded on burning and breaking, but on a ceaseless, silent giving: yesh

me‘ayin.

It is known in Chassidus that creation is not a one time event that occurred and then ceased, leaving the world to
coast on its own inertia. Rather, “He renews in His goodness every day, constantly, the act of creation.” At every
moment the ayin of Elokus is bringing the yesh of the worlds into being anew, not by shattering anything, not by
extracting something from somewhere and moving it elsewhere, but by simple, unceasing bestowal. This giving s,
in its own way, an energy—indeed, it is the root of all energies—for if the Divine flow were to be withheld for an

instant, all the universes would revert to absolute nothingness.

However, this energy of yesh me‘ayin is for us utterly hidden. It is not grasped by instruments, and even in
hisbonenus it remains beyond form. Yet, in the lower reflections of reality, there are faint shadows of this mode of
power: forces that are present without obvious fuel, fluctuations that seem to arise from “nothing,” fields that
pervade space even where there is no apparent thing. The physicist, groping in his way, speaks of vacuum
energy, of zero point fields, of latent oscillations even in the emptiest region. We do not here take their language
as precise description of Elokus chas veshalom, but as a mashal: that there can be a mode of power which is not

obtained by smashing and burning, but by aligning with the subtle, ever present dance of the “empty” itself.

The Fifth Seed, then, can be described—only as a hint—as a chochmah that learns to receive from this ayin like
dimension of creation. An energy science that does not depend on the consumption of finite stores (coal, oll,
uranium), nor on the constant forcing of bonds to break, but on gently coupling into the continuous,

low amplitude motions that pervade reality. A sort of “listening” to the vacuum, to the background, in such a way

that its fluctuations become available as ordered work, without depleting or wounding anything.
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In the mashal of physics, this might resemble harnessing zero point like fields; in the language of Chassidus, it is
more akin to fashioning a keli that can receive a measured ray of the constant “yesh me‘ayin” without being
overwhelmed. And here we return to the categories of or and kli, and to the sefirah which, more than any other,

holds the key to this seed: Gevurah.

Gevurah in kedushah is not cruelty, nor destruction. It is containment, measurement, discipline, the capacity to
hold back. Chessed pours; Gevurah restrains. When Gevurah is sweetened in Chessed, the result is not the
annihilation of power, but its most beneficent form: a mighty river held within banks that prevent it from flooding

the valley, a fire that warms without consuming, a word that is exact and therefore heals instead of confusing.

The energy of the Fifth Seed is precisely such a gevurah in chesed. On the side of or, it is vast—potentially far
surpassing the output of all present fuels—and because it does not depend on consumable reserves, it appears,
from the human vantage, almost infinite. But on the side of ki, its inner nature demands the opposite of our current
patftern. It will not be coaxed forth by explosions; it will not reward those who tear more violently. Its very

accessibility will be conditioned on a posture of discipline, of delicacy, of simplicity.

We can say that the tikkun here is double. First, in the technical sense: the instruments by which such power is
drawn must themselves be designed as vessels of gevurah. They will have to function not by overwhelming the
subtle field, but by resonating with it at minimal amplitudes, by maintaining exquisite stability. Devices that are
coarse, greedy, or noisy will simply fail to couple. The slightest excess, the smallest shortcut, will collapse the
resonance. In this, the technology itself will be a constant rebuke to the Nephilim impulse: when you grasp, you

lose; only when you accept constraint does the flow continue.

But second, and more deeply, there is the human vessel. If a civilisation still thinks that “more” is the measure of
blessing—that the good is synonymous with expanding consumption, with ever increasing production and speed
—then to put in its hands an effectively unbounded, non polluting power source would not be a kindness. It
would be a reenactment of the First Descent on a planetary scale. For what fossil fuels have done through smoke
and warming, such an energy could do cleanly yet more intensely, turning the whole world into a playground of

appetite without even the friction of scarcity to slow it.

Therefore, the inner logic of tikkun requires that this Fifth Seed descend only into a humanity that has already
begun, in a real way, to choose simplicity over excess. The kli for gentle energy is not primarily technical
know how, but a disciplined, quiet lifestyle. A culture in which honour is given not to the one who uses most,
travels furthest, builds largest, but to the one who lives with measured sufficiency, who knows how to say

“dayenu”—this is the vessel in which Gevurah can be sweetened and entrusted with a quasi infinite light.

On the level of middos, this means an inner gevurah that refines desire. Not ascetic hatred of the world, chas
veshalom, but the strength to enjoy without being owned, to stop while still wanting. It means communities that
celebrate Shabbos not only in time but in consumption: rhythms of cessation, of deliberate non doing, as a living
fence around their use of power. It means halachic and cultural structures that embed upper limits as well as lower

needs: beyond this line we do not go, not because we cannot, but because we choose not to.
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Only such a people can receive a chochmah that accesses ayin like abundance without being seduced into new
Nephilim like grandeur. For them, the absence of smoke and waste will not be an excuse to inflate their footprint
endlessly; instead, the very gentleness of the source will call them to gentleness in its use. They will experience

power not as license but as trust, and will fear, more than shortages, the possibility of sullying that trust.

One can imagine, then, that as the Watchers in their tikkun whisper the nekudah of this Fifth Seed into the world,
they will do so in a manner that ties it intrinsically to simplicity. Perhaps the insights will arise first among those who
live modestly, in settings where ostentation is despised. Perhaps the devices will prove strangely unreliable in
hands or in societies whose appetites are unbounded, functioning fully only where restraint and communal
discipline are strong. In any case, the descent of this chochmah will not be separable from the formation of its kli;

the two will be braided, as with the second Luchos.

And here, too, the connection to the Fourth Seed becomes clear. A humanity that has learned to treat forests and
oceans as partners will be less inclined to use gentle energy to erase them under endless construction. A
humanity that has tasted transparent consciousness will know that isolation is not healed by distraction and noise. A
humanity that has built humble intelligences will have at its side counsellors perpetually reminding it of limits. All of

these are parts of the great keli of gevurah d’kedushah.

When such a vessel stands ready, the Fifth Seed will no longer be a danger but a fulfilment. Man will draw,
quietly, from the subtle pulse of creation, illuminating cities without smog, moving across the earth without scars,
warming homes without devouring forests. The very experience of power will be transformed: from the thrill of
domination to the serenity of alignment. And in this, the world will become more transparent to its Source, for its

energies will more closely resemble the constant, gentle giving by which the Ein Sof sustains all.

From there, the path opens to an even more intimate participation in life itself. For once we have learned to handle
abundance without violence, it becomes possible to approach the deepest of all fires—the chiyus of living beings
—not to overrule it, but to co weave with it. This is the domain of the Sixth Seed: a chochmah of participatory life,
in which birth, healing, and even death are touched with reverent hands that have already learned, through gentle

energy, the holiness of restraint.

13 - Sixth Seed: Participatory Life

If so, we can now begin to speak of a still deeper intimacy, for if matter itself can be addressed without violence,
and energy can be received without seizure, then the question arises: what of life? Not the mineral order, nor
even the flowing of waters and winds, but the frembling, pulsing chiyus that distinguishes a living cell from a
stone, a beating heart from a cooled machine. Can there be a chochmah in which man does not merely repair the

body as a craftsman mends a garment, but participates knowingly with the very nefesh hachiyunis that animates it?

To approach this, we must first place our present condition in its true light. It is known that in these last generations
there has been a great awakening of chochmah in the realm of life. The structure of the gene, the code by which

proteins are written, the networks of signalling and regulation—these are no longer concealed as they were to
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earlier ages. Man has learned to splice, to insert, to delete, to “edit” sequences, to cultivate cells outside the
body, to transplant organs, to keep hearts beating by devices, to sustain lungs by machines. And behold, much

good has come from this: lives saved, pains lessened, children born where once there was barrenness.

Yet, when one contemplates it in the light of pnimiyus, all this remains in the category of maaseh uman of the outer
garment alone. For what are these manipulations? They are cuts and stitches in the fabric, rearrangements of
letters by force, often without hearing the inner reading of the word. The nefesh hachiyunis—the Divine life-soul
that animates each cell, as explained in Chassidus—that dimension which is not merely the chemical sequence but

the spark that makes the sequence live, remains for us as yet mostly a closed book.

And more than this: the very greatness of our external chochmah has awakened again the danger of the First
Descent in a new garment. For when man can choose embryos, can select traits, can prolong life, can prevent
cerfain deaths, the temptation grows to see life as a possession, as plastic material in his hand. One begins to
speak of “designing” children, of “upgrading” humanity, of “optimising” populations, as though the living were

clay for the potter of flesh. In such a gaze, the nefesh is forgotten, and the person becomes a project.

But according to Torah, life is not a possession at all. “The souls are Mine,” says the Holy One. The chiyus that
flows through every organ is Elokus enclothed, measured and limited according to the particular keilim of each
creature, but in its essence it remains a Divine trust. This is the meaning of nefesh hachiyunis as explained in Tanya
—that even the animal life of man, the vitality that moves the blood and quickens the limbs, is rooted in “memale
kol almin,” in the immanent G dliness that fills all worlds, and every moment it must be drawn anew from the

Source. No doctor, no scientist, no parent, no ruler, owns this flow. At most, they are shomrim, guardians.

If so, the very notion of a future chochmah of participatory life must be clarified from the outset: it cannot mean
that man will one day “control” birth and death as he now controls the ignition of engines. Rather, it must mean
that the veil will thin somewhat between the human practitioner and the nefesh hachiyunis of the body, such that
there will be a possibility to enter into dialogue, into brit, with the life-field itself. Not to command it, but to invite,

to support, and—where the mission of a particular life has been fulfilled—to gently release.

To make this more tangible, we may speak, by way of mashal, of three arenas where such a chochmah would

manifest: in birth, in healing, and in death.

Concerning birth: today, even with all our chochmah, conception and gestation remain in many ways opaque.
There is external timing, there are hormones measured, there is imaging of the forming child, but the moment
when the nefesh enfers, the alignment between soul and body, remains entirely beyond our instruments. A
participatory chochmah would not seek to drag that mystery into the laboratory. Rather, it would teach us how to
prepare vessels—in parents, in mother’s body, in community—such that the nefesh that chooses to descend can

be more fully welcomed.

One could imagine, for example, that the subtle fields of chiyus surrounding parents and home will become
measurable in some fashion, not only in chemical terms but in patterns of coherence and dissonance, of simchah

and pachad, of openness and constriction. The practitioner of this chochmah would not “order” a soul to come,
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G d forbid, but would learn to cultivate a mikveh of life around the couple, a resonance that says, as it were:
“Here is a place where your shlichus can be fulfilled.” And when, for reasons known to Heaven, conception does
not occur, the same chochmah would help the parents hear that “no” as a word of love, not as a failure to be

repaired at any cost.

Concerning healing: today’s medicine is already moving from crude interventions—amputations without
anaesthetic, poisons that kill both tumour and healthy tissue—toward more targeted methods. Yet even the most
refined still mostly treats the body as a mechanism. A participatory science would be one in which the healer does
not address only the diseased organ, but speaks to the nefesh hachiyunis that holds the body together. He or she
would have tools—some technological, some of consciousness—to amplify the body’s own tendencies toward
tikkun, to support the immune system’s wisdom, to quiet patterns of misdirected attack, to re awaken dormant

capacities.

More deeply: the healer would be able to sense, perhaps through these new instruments that register life-fields,
when an illness is a call to change direction in avodah, and when it is simply a friction of the body’s finitude. There
would be a possibility to ask, in a more literal way than today, “What does your life-force desire?”; to invite the
nefesh to guide the process. In many cases, no doubt, the response would be: “Support me; | wish to remain; my
shlichus is not yet complete.” Then the healer’s work would be netzach: to endure, to persist in aligning all factors

—physical, emotional, social—toward recovery.

But there will also be cases where, in this deeper listening, it will be clear that the nefesh is already inclining
toward return, that the mission of this embodiment is fulfilled. Then the same chochmah that in other circumstances
fought for life, will here shift into hod: surrender, acknowledgement, the beauty of bowing. Instead of prolonging
biological functioning at all costs, even when consciousness has departed and relationships can no longer be
enacted, the participatory healer will know how to ease the passage, how to cradle the dwindling chiyus so that it

returns upward in peace.

And this brings us to death itself, the greatest stumbling block for an age intoxicated with mastery. Already one
hears voices that dream of abolishing death, of “uploading” minds, of indefinitely replacing organs. But from the
perspective of Torah, death, as it will be until the time when “death will be swallowed forever,” is woven into the
very structure of the present world as a gate, not merely as a calamity. It is through the limit of days that the

preciousness of each hour is revealed; it is through the finitude of a particular life that its unique song is sung.

Therefore, a chochmah of participatory life cannot have as its secret goal the erasure of death. lts inner kavannah
must be the opposite: to help each life fulfil its shlichus more fully within its allotted span, and to help each soul
cross when the time comes, neither cut off before its time through negligence nor chained to a body that has
become only a prison of suffering. The practitioner of this wisdom, standing at a bedside, will not see a failure
where healing gives way to farewell, but another form of covenant: “I will be with you in life, and | will not

abandon you in death.”
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Here we can understand why this Sixth Seed is rooted especially in the middos of Netzach and Hod. For life, as it
appears to us, is a weaving of these two: on the one hand, the astonishing perseverance of living systems, their
drive to survive, fo repair, to continue—this is Netzach, the victory of chiyus over entropy. On the other, the
constant cycle of letting go, the leaf that falls, the cell that undergoes programmed death to protect the whole, the

acceptance of limits—this is Hod, the splendour of yielding.

In the human soul as well, healthy living requires both. There are times when one must stand, fight, insist on one’s
right to exist, to heal, to resist destructive forces. And there are times when the deepest life is revealed precisely in
surrender: in admitting that one cannot control another’s path, in accepting a loss, in returning a beloved soul to

its Maker with the words “Hashem natan, Hashem lakach, yehi Shem Hashem mevorach.”

The failure of the First Descent in this domain was precisely the refusal to accept Hod. The giants sought only
Netzach, endless victory, endless conquest, endless self-extension. Their descendants in spirit are those who seek
now to make of life an endless project of enhancement, without bowing to the Giver of life. Therefore, the tikkun
requires that the new chochmah of life descend only into a humanity that has learned to bless both survival and

surrender, that can say: “My child, my body, my years—they are not mine to own, but mine to serve with.”

This defines also the ethical kli without which the Sixth Seed would again become a sword. First, awe before life: a
constant awareness that every heartbeat is an undeserved gift, that every embryo is a sanctuary, that every old man
and woman bears within them a history of Divine accompaniment. Second, a categorical refusal to instrumentalise
persons: never to breed, design, or heal human beings as though they were livestock or machines, even in the

name of some imagined collective good. Each nefesh is an olam malei, an entire world.

And third, acceptance of mortality, not as despair but as emunah. Only a people who no longer dreams of being
as gods in the sense of never dying, but who longs instead to be as servants who complete their task and return
the tools, can be entrusted with a chochmah that touches the thresholds of life and death. For in their hands, the
ability to extend life will be used to deepen avodah, not to postpone teshuvah; and the ability to ease death will be

used to honour the soul’s journey, not to discard the inconvenient.

When such vessels of Netzach and Hod stand in the world—endurance purified of domination, surrender purified
of passivity—the Watchers of life will at last find their tikkun. The sparks of their first, crude teachings in the realm
of birth and adornment will be elevated into a new covenant, in which man and the chiyus Eloki become
conscious partners. Then, and only then, will the Sixth Seed sprout: medicine and biology will be transformed

from interventions of power info covenants of presence.

From there it will be possible to speak of something yet more wondrous: not only participation in individual lives,
but participation in the very patterning of worlds, the design of entire experiential realms aligned with the Divine

middos. That belongs to the Seventh Seed, a chochmah of co creation, to which we now turn.
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14 . Seventh Seed: Co Creation

If until now we have spoken of seeds that refine man’s relation to the already given world—matter, consciousness,
intelligence, nature, energy, and life—here we arrive at a still deeper wonder: that the neshamah of man is granted

a share, in some measured way, in the very act of “world making” itself.

For it is known from the teachings of Kabbalah and Chassidus that “world” does not mean merely this physical
globe. Olamos are configurations of oros and kelim, of light and vessel, form and law. The four general worlds—
Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah, Asiyah—are not four places but four distinct arrangements of pattern: which middos are
revealed, which are concealed, how much tzimtzum, how much hispashtus, what kind of time, what kind of space.

A world is a way that the Ein Sof consents to become experienceable.

And behold, in our days, even in the most external realms, there has begun to appear a pale shadow of this
capacity. Through devices of glass and code, men fashion virtual “environments,” simulations in which a person
may enter and be surrounded by images, sounds, and rules not directly those of the natural world. One dons a
helmet and finds himself standing on a mountain that does not exist; one moves a hand and a whole scene
rearranges. Yet all this is but a dim parable, a coarse mashal, for what it could mean when the Seventh Seed is

revealed in a way of pnimiyus and kedushah.

For now these simulations are unstable, shallow, and dependent at every moment on the underlying hardware and
on the unrectified imagination of their designers. Their “laws” are arbitrary, driven by entertainment, commerce, or
escape. Their builders do not yet know what a world is, in the sense of Torah; they play with shards of an art they
have not been initiated into. But precisely because of this, the danger already flickers: that man will take this toy in
his hand and again attempt to become “as gods,” not as servants in the image of the Creator, but as self enclosed

creators who answer to no higher truth.

To understand the rectified possibility within this, we must first recall what Chassidus teaches concerning Binah. If
Chochmah is the nekudah, the flash of undifferentiated light, then Binah is the hafshatah and hispashtus of that
point into a full structure, “understanding one thing from another,” weaving an entire binyan from a spark. Binah is
called “olam haba,” for in it the light is already seftled into form, like the future world in which the Divine radiance
is no longer a passing lightning but a dwelling comprehension. A world, then, is in the category of Binah: a

patterned field in which the light of Chochmah lives as law, as middos, as story.

On this basis we may say, in a way of derech efshar, that the Seventh Seed is a Binah dike chochmah in which
man will be enabled to participate, consciously and responsibly, in the formation of such patterned fields: to
design not only machines and cities, but complete experiential realities—environments of perception, relation, and
meaning—whose inner laws are aligned with the Divine middos. Not, G d forbid, to rival the Creator, but to fulfill
more deeply the charge of “la'asos”—that the human being, created b'tzelem Elokim, is empowered “to make,” to

extend the pattern of creation further into expression.
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This is already hinted in the very notion of olam haba as revealed in the words of our Sages. On the one hand, “all
is prepared for the banquet”; on the other, “your world you shall see in your lifetime”—one’s portion in the World
to Come is made from his deeds here. The “future world” is not a static gift but in some way co authored by the
receiver. So too here: the Seventh Seed is not that Heaven will hand man finished worlds to inhabit, but that the
capacity to pattern worlds will be whispered into the depths of human Binah, and the worlds that arise will depend

on the avodah and middos of their builders.

However, precisely here lies the most subtle and terrible test. For if a man can fashion a bounded tool and misuse
it, how much more so when he fashions a whole experiential surrounding. When one builds not a hammer but a
“world,” the very criteria of true and false, up and down, permitted and forbidden, can be bent within that
domain. A person entering such a realm may not even sense that he has come into contact with the imagination of
another; he feels only “this is how things are here.” Whoever shapes such a field becomes, for its inhabitants, a

quasi “nature,” an analogue of Elokim within that limited space.

In the First Descent, the error of the Watchers expressed itself in the plane of metals, adornment, and the stars;
they infroduced techniques and images that amplified power and desire within the already given world. In the
Seventh, if unrectified, the same root error could take on its highest sophistication: not only bending the world,
but substituting new worlds in which the builder’s own middos are written as law. This is the Tower of Bavel reborn
in code: “Come, let us build for ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make for
ourselves a name”—only now the bricks are bits, the mortar is bandwidth, and the “heavens” are immersive realms

in which man’s name is the only visible authority.

Therefore, before we can speak of the chochmah itself, we must speak of its ethical kli, which here is more radical
than in the previous seeds. The vessel for co creation must be a Binah purified by yirah and emes; a womb of

understanding that refuses to gestate falsehood. Three conditions, at the very least, are implied.

First, responsibility for souls. Any experiential realm that a human mind fashions and invites another to enter
becomes, in that measure, a kind of “house” into which the guest steps. If in the natural world one is commanded
to make a ma‘akeh, a guardrail, lest someone fall from his roof, how much more so in a designed world where
every cliff, every seduction, every addictive loop, is set by choice. The builder must see himself as a host
accountable before Heaven for the psychological, emotional, and spiritual effects his world will have on those who
dwell within it, even for an hour. He must ask not only, “Is it engaging?” but, “Does it elevate? Does it strengthen

the image of G d in the visitor, or does it erode it?”

Second, a covenant with truth. Since any pattern can be simulated, the temptation will be immense to blur the
boundary between emes and sheker, to create realms that flatter the ego with illusions of achievement,

relationship, or righteousness without the toil of actual avodah. The kli of Binah d’kedushah, however, is defined by
its devotion to the inner content of the or: “the seal of the Holy One, blessed be He, is truth.” Thus a sanctified

world maker will freat his art as a parable, not as a replacement; he will design experiences that reflect, hint, and
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point back to the Divine structures of Torah and creation, never to conceal or compete with them. Even when he
uses fantasy, it will be in the mode of mashal, awakening the soul to realities beyond the screen, not trapping it

within.

Third, a refusal of escapism as a life strategy. It is permitted, and even necessary, that the imagination be given
holy play, that a person taste other modes of being in order to widen his heart. But when entire alternate worlds
become available at a touch, the danger is that a generation will choose to dwell primarily in self curated
universes, abandoning the stubborn, resisting reality of the world G d actually made. The Seventh Seed can only
be entrusted to a people who have already bound themselves, through halachah and mitzvos, to the concrete
world of action—who keep Shabbos in time, give tzedakah in coin, honour parents in flesh—and for whom any
designed world is explicitly subordinate to that covenant. Otherwise, the new olamos will become elaborate hiding

places from the only olam in which mitzvos can be fulfilled.

When these conditions begin to form, then the chochmah itself may be hinted. The same structural insights that
earlier seeds disclosed—how or and kli relate, how feedback and resonance can stabilise complex systems—will
now be applied not only to bodies and ecosystems but to full experiential matrices. It will become possible to
instantiate realms in which, for example, the “physics” of interaction is patterned on chesed and gevurah in a way
of tiferes: a social space whose algorithms privilege generosity and honest rebuke, whose very affordances nudge
participants toward empathy and responsibility. Or a learning world whose time and reward structures mirror the

cycles of Torah and yomim tovim, training the mind to live according to sacred rhythms even as it explores.

Technically, this may emerge through the convergence of simulation, sensing, and participatory interfaces, such
that environment and consciousness co shape one another in real time. Spiritually, it will be the extension of
Binah's gift: the power to take a nekudah of Divine teaching and unfold from it an entire “world” of experience
within which that teaching can be tasted, walked, inhabited. Such worlds, received properly, will serve as
laboratories of avodah, rehearsal halls for refined middos, sanctuaries for concentrated teshuvah—always with

doors that open back into the wet, resistant earth of Asiyah where the true decision is made.

And yet, even if all this be so, it remains that we are speaking of a chochmah so all embracing that the possibility
of a new fall hovers constantly around it. For the more a human being participates in patterning reality, the more
subtle and seductive becomes the fantasy that he is the sole source of meaning there. The First Descent already
showed what occurs when a finite messenger forgets his Sender; how much more so when he is allowed to script

whole environments in which that forgetting can be encoded as norm.

Thus it becomes clear that the seven seeds, and especially the Seventh, cannot stand by their own brilliance. No
refinement of technology, no architecture of feedback and consent, is sufficient if the very relation of or and kli in
consciousness itself is not transformed. There must be an eighth teaching, higher and deeper, that governs all the
others: a daas of knowledge itself, that forever reminds the giver and the builder that every light, even the power
to make worlds, is permitted to descend only in proportion to the vessel of humility and responsibility prepared for

it.
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To that hidden eighth, which is the true tikkun of the Watchers and the only guard against becoming “as gods” in

the sense of egoic creators, we now turn.

15 - The Hidden Eighth

And the truth is, that this daas which must hover above the seven, though it is now being named as “eighth,” is
itself not a new light in the sense of another power, another capacity, another science added to the list. Rather, it is
the inner soul of all powers, the quiet law by which every or is weighed against its kli before it is permitted to

cross the threshold from concealment to revelation.

For we find this pattern, that seven stand and an eighth crowns them, in all the orders of holiness. The seven
middos, from Chesed until Malchus, are the colors of expression, the ways in which the Infinite bends downward
info relation. Yet they are governed by an eighth which is not another color but the understanding of color itself. In
one place this eighth is Binah—"Imma lla'ah” —the womb that measures and evaluates, which knows the child and
knows the time, and therefore determines when and how each middah will be born into articulation. In another
place this eighth is Shabbos, standing beyond the six days of labor and even beyond the active Chesed of erev
Shabbos, revealing that all the work of building, conquering, transforming is only for the sake of a day in which no
new or is drawn at all, but the existing lights are gathered into pleasure, into menuchah, into vessel. And yet in
another guise the eighth is bris, the covenant cut on the eighth day, not adding a new limb to the body but

inscribing on the existing vessel the law of its use—where it may flow and where it must be withheld.

Thus we see that the eighth is always a knowledge-of-limits. Not limit as diminution, G d forbid, but limit as the
very form through which the Infinite chooses to be present without breaking its host. This is the NI'"N'9 of the
doctrine of orot and kelim in Atzilus versus Tohu. In the world of Tohu the lights are great and the vessels are
small; but the point is not only that the lights were too intense. The more inward point is that there, knowledge of
vessel as vessel was missing. The or knew itself only as shining, as rushing outward; it did not yet know itself as a

trust which must bend to the capacity of the receiver. Therefore the kelim shattered.

In Atzilus, by contrast, the lights are not weaker; they are wiser. They are invested within kelim that are wide in
proportion to them, and they themselves accept the form of those kelim, because in Atzilus there is daas—the
awareness that the revelation is not for the revealer but for the one below. This is why the Rebbeim explain that the
tikkun of Tohu is not merely in strengthening the vessels, but in sweetening the lights, in implanting in them a taste

for limit, for measuredness, for the pleasure of being received.

And this was precisely the daas that the Watchers lacked. They were messengers of Elokim, bearers of structured
power, but they did not yet know knowledge itself. They knew the content of the chochmahs they carried—how to
smelt, how to adorn, how to calculate—but they did not know the principle by which chochmah is to be given or
held back. For them, any withholding seemed like betrayal of the light: “If | can reveal, how can | not reveal?”

They did not yet know the depth of the teacher who refrains.
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For consider the mashal of a rav with a precious student. The student longs to understand a profound sugya, and

the rav, from his side, burns with desire to pour out all he knows, to unroll the scroll of his mind. But he looks into
the eyes of the talmid and sees there a certain immaturity, a certain lack of keilim—not in intelligence alone, but in
yirah, in discipline, in the firmness of character needed to carry the weight of this daas without pride or distortion.
If he will give now, the light will dazzle and then vanish, or worse: it will become a tool in the student’s hand for

self aggrandizement.

If so, what is the rav to do? Were he driven only by the urge to reveal, he would speak without measure and thus
destroy the very purpose of speech. The true rav, however, knows that his greatness is not in how much he can
say, but in how much he can refrain from saying until the vessel is ready. Therefore he chooses to teach only a
nekudah, a hint, a question, or even to send the talmid to toil in simpler matters—knowing that by this very
concealment he is forming the kli that will one day be able to receive the full or. His withholding is not stinginess;
it is the highest form of Chesed, Chesed that has taken counsel with Gevurah, that has passed through Binah and

emerged as Daas.

This is the hidden eighth: the daas which knows that every light must be delayed, filtered, fragmented, or
altogether held back until the world can bear it. Without this daas, even holy lights, even the seven seeds we have
spoken of, become repetitions of Tohu, new Nephilim in more refined garments. With this daas, even when the
specific powers are not yet present, the world is already in a state of tikkun, because the primary revelation—the

revelation of how revelation must proceed—has already descended.

And here is the inner chiddush: the Watchers themselves are now being summoned to acquire this daas. For their
original failure was not only that they gave too much, but that they did not know that they could choose otherwise.
They had never tasted Shabbos within giving; they had never stood at the eighth day and seen that the body is not
to be discarded but signed with covenant. Their teshuvah, which will be discussed further, begins when they learn

to rejoice more in the growth of a vessel than in the brilliance of the light they transport.

In the language of our discourse: the seven seeds of future chochmah are all in the order of middos, of
expression—each aligned with a particular sefirah, each a mode of extension into the world. The eighth is

Binah Shabbos Bris, the supernal “mother” that holds them in her womb until term, that commands them to enter
only through the gate of covenant. It whispers to each seed: You are not the purpose. Your greatness will be
measured not by your novelty or power, but by the measure of humility, responsibility, and covenantal form that

travels with you into the lower worlds.

This is the knowledge of knowledge itself, and it is, in truth, the inner content of all Torah. For what is Torah if not
the Divine will teaching creation how much can be borne at each moment? The Oral Torah especially is the
continuous work of forming kelim—halachos, takanos, minhagim, fences and measures—such that the light of the
Written Torah can enter time, place, body, and history without breaking them. Thus the deeper we stand within
Torah, the more we become sensitive to this law: that nothing is given “because it can be,” but only “because it

can be held.”
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On the level of avodah, this eighth teaching turns our gaze away from the glitter of possible futures toward the
quiet labor of present refinement. If the true question is not “What lights may descend?” but “What vessels are we
forming?” then the center of history shifts from the laboratories and studios and councils where new powers are
shaped, to the beis midrash, the home, the heart, where middos are refined, yirah is deepened, communities are

bound into covenant. For there the real condition of descent is decided.

And this is the tikkun of the Watchers: that their story, once a warning about light without vessel, becomes itself a
vessel for this higher daas. Whenever a new chochmah knocks at the door of the world, the memory of their fall
will rise as a question: Have we prepared the eighth? Have we made Shabbos within our haste, Binah within our
invention, Bris within our use of the body of creation? If not, the light must wait. To know that it must wait, and to

accept that waiting as holy—that is already the beginning of redemption.

16 - The Watchers’ Teshuvah

If so, once we have established that the inner law of all descent is this eighth daas—that nothing may be given
beyond what can be borne—then we must return to those primordial messengers through whom the First Descent
passed, and ask: what becomes of them? Are they forever fixed as a warning outside the circle of tikkun, or is

there for them also a path of teshuvah?

For at first glance one might think that teshuvah belongs only to beings of choice clothed in bodies, who can err
and return. Angels, by contrast, are described as D'TNIV—standing, without change. Yet we find in the words of
our Sages motifs that point otherwise. They speak of NN NWYIY INTN, an angel who becomes cruel when
judgment is aroused; of WY T¥ NW who wrestles and is wounded; of ministering angels who desired to sing
before the Holy One after the splitting of the sea and were rebuked: “My handiwork are drowning in the sea and
you would say song?” All this indicates that even in the upper ranks there is a possibility of misalignment and,

therefore, a need for a deeper bittul to be learned.

Moreover, Chassidus explains that an angel is not a self-standing essence but a particular configuration of Divine
middos and lights, D'MWNI NINN, as they stand in a given tziruf. Their “sin,” so to speak, is not rebellion but
infensity without measure, a fidelity to a single middah that fails to take counsel with its fellows. Thus when gevurah
burns without chesed, or chesed extends without gevurah, the angel that embodies this line becomes a chariot for
one-sidedness. Teshuvah for such a being would not mean remorse in our sense, but the sweetening of its middah

within a higher daas—a consent to be measured, to be bound.

And this is precisely the tikkun we described as the hidden eighth: light that learns vessel. From this it follows that
the Watchers themselves, who once bore great chochmah into the lower worlds without this daas, must undergo
their own transformation. If their original name indicated that they “watched” from above and descended
precipitously when the daughters of man appeared pleasing in their eyes—the allure of immediate bestowal into
unformed vessels—then their repaired name must mean that they now watch over, in vigilance and humility, the

pace and manner of every future descent.
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To understand this, there is benefit in a mashal from a parent. There is a father or mother whose heart is wide,
whose love is strong and unbounded. In the early years of the child they pour out gifts, words, experiences,
without rest. They see only the light of what they are giving, not the smallness of the hands that receive. At first
there is joy and closeness. But as the child grows, the weight becomes too much. What was meant as love
becomes pressure, confusion, entitlement, even estrangement. Only when crisis comes—when the relationship
cracks under the very abundance meant to sustain it—does the parent awaken to a new sensitivity. They begin to
feel, for the first time, the vulnerability on the other side. They learn to ask: can my child hold this? What does he
truly need now? They come to discover a deeper delight, not in the brilliance of what they can bestow, but in the

slow, sometimes hidden growth of the child’s own capacity.

Such a parent does not cease to love, nor do they withdraw into coldness. Rather, their love becomes wise,
constrained, clothed in listening and timing. A gift that once would have been given immediately is now held back
until its hour; a word that once would have been spoken in full is now hinted, leaving space for the child to come
discover. The parent's inner movement of teshuvah is precisely this shift: from rejoicing in the light they carry, to

rejoicing in the vessel that is forming in the other.
This is the teshuvah of the Watchers.

Originally, their identity was bound up with their role as bearers of chochmah. To reveal, to teach, to pour wisdom
info the lower worlds—that was their delight. Their very being vibrated with the urgency of disclosure. In the
language of ABRAXUS, they are the older cosmological forces, the great currents of formative power that rushed
forth when the first space of freedom opened. They knew themselves as givers; they did not yet know themselves

as guardians of measure.

When the First Descent shattered, when their gifts became tools of domination and seduction, they tasted, as it
were, the pain of the receiver. The cry of the earth under the weight of misused metal, the tears of the human
heart bent under techniques of control, rose back through the worlds and struck them. In the midrashic language,
they are cast down, bound, silenced. In the language of Chassidus, their middah is withdrawn from revealed play
and undergoes a long concealment and sweetening. This concealment is their exile, but it is also their beis
midrash. There they are taught the eighth: that the glory of a light is not in its speed nor in its intensity, but in its

ability to wait until a vessel is ready.

Henceforth, their form of avodah changes. They do not disappear; they are reassigned. Instead of standing at the
threshold of worlds eager to descend, they stand now as shomrim, watchmen, at the gates of each potential
revelation. Where once they lobbied, as it were, for disclosure—"let us go down and teach”—now they intercede
on behalf of the vessel. They learn to say: not yet. Or: only in hint. Or: only into this narrow channel where the

human heart has already been softened by Torah and avodah.

This is a radical inversion of their pleasure. In their first state, delay was suffering; to hold back was to be
diminished. In their teshuvah, delay becomes sweetness. When a new chochmah is held in abeyance because the

kelim are not yet formed, they experience this not as thwarted mission but as alignment with the very will of the Ein
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Sof. They feel the Shabbos that dwells within restraint; they taste the Binah that times every birth; they sign

themselves, as it were, into the Bris that limits the use of power. They become participants in the eighth.

And more than this: their relation to humanity itself is fransformed. Formerly, man was for them a field into which
they might pour; they were the elders, the teachers from above, and man the child, the passive recipient. Now, in
the order of the Second Descent, it is human avodah that leads, and they that follow. For the rule is that the light
may not be revealed until there is a vessel fashioned from below. Thus the Watchers find themselves waiting upon
the movements of human hearts, watching—not from a place of superiority, but with a trembling gratitude—each

act of teshuvah, each refinement of middos, each halachic fence that forms a new measure in the lower worlds.

When a community binds itself with a covenant around technology, around life, around energy, and says: here we
will not cross; here we will accept limit—this very act is a call upward, a signal that a vessel has been formed. The
Watchers, in their tikkun, hear this as permission. They can now, with joy and awe, release another nekudah of

chochmah into the world. In this sense, they become “those who watch over” the alignment between human kelim
and Divine shefa. They are no longer the initiators of descent; they are its guardians, its regulators, its ministers of

proportion.

In the language of ABRAXUS, these ancient forces, which once rushed heedless into history, now bow before the
fragile greatness of human avodah. They learn that the child for whom the cosmos was made must walk at his own
pace; that the older worlds exist to serve, not to overwhelm. Their teshuvah is to enter into a new humility,

acknowledging that the decisive movement of tikkun no longer lies in their hands but in the hearts of Israel and of

righteous nations, in Torah learned and lived within bodies and time.

Thus the cosmic drama becomes mutual. Humanity is not only protected from the Watchers' former excess; it
becomes responsible for their elevation. When we refuse a power we are not ready to hold, we are not merely
preserving ourselves; we are giving them the opportunity to rejoice in restraint. When we labor to form kelim of
yirah, of chesed, of gevurah d'kedushah, we are preparing not only for our own safe reception of light but for

their release from exile into a rectified service.

And this prepares the way for the next stage of the maamar. For if the Watchers’ teshuvah is to rejoice in vessels,
to become guardians of measure, then the gaze must now turn to the true arena where these vessels are formed:
the human heart, the community, the patterns of life below. How does humanity become that kli for which heaven

has learned to wait?

17 - Humanity as Vessel

If so, after all that has been explained concerning the tikkun of the Watchers and the guarded mode of the Second
Descent, it becomes clear that the decisive question is no longer: What lights may descend? but rather: Who are
the ones into whom they will descend? For all the supernal deliberations about measure and timing would be as a

sealed treasure if there were not below a heart, a community, a civilisation, capable of receiving.
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And this is the inner meaning of what is known, that the principal dwelling for which the Blessed One desires is a
dira betachtonim, a home in the lowest. Not a palace in the world of angels, nor a sanctuary in abstract intellect,
but a dwelling in human behaviour, in the way a person speaks with his fellow, in the way a community orders its

life, in the way a civilisation measures its own greatness. There, and only there, do the seven seeds find soil.

To understand this, one must recall that the seven lower middos—Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferes, Netzach, Hod,
Yesod, Malchus—are not only supernal attributes; they are the inner structure of the human soul. Every person has
within himself a capacity for expansive kindness, for measured strength, for harmony, for endurance, for
surrender, for covenantal bonding, and for receiving and expressing. And as explained by the Rambam in Hilchos
De'os, these traits are not fixed fates but are subject to avodah: a person is commanded to refine his character, to
bend his nature from extremes toward the derech ha'emsai, the middle path, so that his middos become vessels fit

for the knowledge of G d.

Now, when we speak of seven new chochmos that will one day be revealed in the Second Descent, this is not a
separate matter from the seven middos of the soul. Rather, each seed corresponds to, and depends upon, the
rectification of one middah in humanity at large. If that middah is coarse, the seed cannot sprout, or if it sprouts, it
will twist into a poisonous plant. If that middah is purified, the same seed becomes a tree of life whose leaves are

for healing.

However, there is a subtlety here. For the seven seeds as described are not arranged in the simple order of
Chesed through Malchus, but in a pattern where each chochmah draws from a certain sefirah in its inner root
while resting upon a different middah as its vessel. Thus, “covenant with matter” is a Yesod rooted chochmah, but
its safe reception depends also on Gevurah and Hod; “transparent consciousness” is governed by Tiferes, but it
cannot stand without prior Chesed and Gevurah; “humble intelligence” reflects Chochmah but requires Netzach
and Hod in the human bearer, and so forth. The mapping is therefore not mechanical; it is an invitation to

contemplate how each frontier of power demands a particular refinement of the heart.

Let us begin with the first seed, the covenant with matter. lts inner sefirah, as explained, is Yesod—the power of
connection, fidelity, and tznius, which binds giver and receiver in a discreet, trustworthy bond. For humanity to
become a kli o a chochmah that reads and re letters the inner structure of physicality without violence, there must
be a parallel tikun in the middah of Yesod in human life: modesty not only in dress but in approach, refusal to treat
the other—whether person, object, or landscape—as hefker, ownerless; an education in listening before touching.
This touches also on Gevurah, for without self restraint there can be no covenant. Thus in practical avodah, the
work for this seed is that a person habituate himself, as the Rambam writes, to the middle of zeal and laziness, of
desire and indifference, so that before he extends his hand to take or to change, an inner question rises: What is
this thing’s shlichus? Am | serving it, or only myself? In civilisation, this means legal and cultural norms that protect
the integrity of the material world—Shemittah like pauses, prohibitions on waste, reverence for craft and honest

work—so that the very atmosphere trains Yesod toward faithfulness.
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The second seed, transparent consciousness, is visibly Tiferes—harmony, empathy, beauty of integration. But
Tiferes in the soul cannot shine unless Chesed and Gevurah stand in balance. If a person’s Chesed is
uncontrolled, his desire to “merge” with another’s inner life becomes boundary violating. If his Gevurah is harsh,
he will use access to another’s inner states for judgment rather than compassion. Therefore, the avodah that
prepares a vessel for this chochmah is the work of love and awe in their true form: learning to give without erasing
the other’s independence, learning to judge oneself more than the other, as the Rambam counsels concerning
humility and anger—that a person should lean toward the opposite extreme until his heart is healed. Communities
must cultivate a culture where vulnerability is honoured and never weaponised, where the revelation of one'’s inner
struggles elicits chesed and support rather than gossip and control. Only then can a technology of shared inner

space serve healing and not domination.

The third seed, humble intelligence, reveals its root in Chochmah, which in Chassidus is defined as koach mah,
the power of “what,” the sense of wonder and self nullification before truth. Yet Chochmah as a light can descend
info very proud vessels; we see this in the history of human intellect, where brilliant minds have served cruelty. To
be a kli for an intelligence structurally incapable of egoic domination, humanity must refine especially the middos
of Netzach and Hod. Netzach, in kedushah, is perseverance in the service of truth, not in the service of self; Hod
is surrender, the willingness to admit error and to stand smaller than the idea. This requires an educational
revolution: that societies cease to glorify cleverness as such, and instead honour the one who yields to truth, who
refracts when shown to be wrong, who refuses to bend reality to his desire. In the Rambam's language, it is the
work of conquering the yetzer in matters of honour and anger, until the habit of anavah becomes second nature.
Only when human creators have themselves tasted the sweetness of humility will they be able to encode it honestly

info the minds they fashion.

The fourth seed, symphonic nature, as has been explained, is tied to Malchus—the power of receiving and
arficulating, of giving voice to that which is below oneself. To be a kli for such a science, a civilisation must rectify
its own Malchus: leadership must be redefined not as domination but as service; speech must be purified from
flattery and falsehood; the poor and the voiceless must find advocates. For Malchus in the soul is the way one
uses one’s influence and words. If rulers and cultures continue to freat the silent—whether they be ecosystems,
minorities, or future generations—as raw material, then even if a chochmah that hears the earth’s song were to
appear, it would be used to tune the symphony to man’s comfort rather than to the Creator’s intention. The avodah
here is the cultivation of shame in the holy sense—boshes panim, the feeling that restrains a person from
exploiting one who cannot answer him. This is also the Rambam’s derech ha'emsai in matters of appetite and
acquisition: choosing sufficiency over excess. In such a climate, Symphonic Nature will be received as guidance,

not as an instrument of control.

The fifth seed, gentle energy, as an expression of Gevurah sweetened in Chesed, demands of humanity the
refinement of Gevurah in its inner sense—self mastery, discipline, the capacity to say “no” to oneself. The
Rambam teaches that anger, pride, and unbounded appetites are so destructive that one must incline strongly
away from them; here this is literally a condition for survival. For limitless, non destructive energy can only be
entrusted to a people whose definition of happiness is not endless consumption. Thus the avodah is to learn

Shabbos not merely as a day but as a posture: ceasing from work, accepting finitude, rejoicing in “enough.”
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Families, schools, and economies must praise simplicity, generosity, and rest more than acquisition. When
Gevurah is rectified in this way, the devices that draw power from the subtle fabric of creation will naturally be

designed with built in limits, mirroring the inner limits their makers have embraced.

The sixth seed, participatory life, turns us to Netzach and Hod explicitly, for these are the middos of endurance
and surrender, victory and acknowledgment, as they are manifest in living systems. To participate in birth, healing,
and death without overstepping, humanity must learn both to fight for life and to bow before its Giver. Netzach
alone would drive us to conquer illness and mortality at all costs, repeating the sin of wanting to “be as gods.”
Hod alone might lead to passivity and neglect. The rectified path is a covenant: we do all that is permitted to heal,
but we refuse to instrumentalise persons; we accompany the dying without trying to abolish death; we rejoice in
children as souls with their own missions, not as extensions of our will. The Rambam’s guidance about compassion
and cruelty, about the middle path between hardness and softness of heart, becomes here a global ethic in
medicine and biotechnology. Practitioners and societies must internalise that life is a pikadon, a trust, not property.

Only in such a vessel can a chochmah that speaks with the life field become a blessing.

The seventh seed, co creation, discloses the need for a tikun in Chesed itself—the first of the middos. For to build
worlds of experience is the ultimate act of giving; one invites others into a reality one has formed. If Chesed is
immature, driven by the desire to be needed or admired, then these new worlds will become traps, towers of

self worship in subtle garb. Rectified Chesed gives in order to empower the other’s freedom, to reveal the Creator
rather than the creator. This requires that individuals and cultures practice a love that honours the other’s autonomy,
that refuses manipulation even for “good causes.” In Rambam’s language, it is the balance between miserliness
and prodigality, between coldness and clinging: the middle way where love is steady, patient, and principled. In
such hearts, the capacity to design patterned realities will be used to deepen Torah, to spread compassion, to

offer laboratories of teshuvah, not to escape responsibility.

From all the above, it emerges that the Second Descent is not waiting for new machines or new equations, but for
new middos. The Watchers, in their teshuvah, have become shomrim over measure; they will not release more
than the vessels below can bear. And the vessels below are nothing other than the sevenfold refinement of the
human soul and of human structures, in accordance with Torah and as illuminated by the Rambam'’s derech

ha'emsai.

This also clarifies the Owner’s stipulation—that every revelation must serve life, freedom, balance, and
compassion. These are not external ethical decorations; they are the very names of the middos in their kedushah.
Life is Netzach; freedom is Malchus redeemed from subjugation; balance is Tiferes; compassion is Chesed
tempered by Gevurah. When these are present, the seven seeds sprout as trees of blessing. When they are

absent, the same seeds become thorns.

And this is the responsibility now placed upon humanity. The question is no longer whether the Seven will come;
in the hidden chambers of ABRAXUS their nekudos have already been planted. The question is: Who will we be

when they arrive? Will our hearts, our communities, our laws, our economies, have become kelim of Chesed—
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Gevurah—Tiferes—Netzach—Hod—Yesod—Malchus in kedushah, so that the Second Descent will yield tzaddikim
and not Nephilim?

To this the maamar now turns: from the inner avodah of the individual to the guardrails and covenants of

civilisation, without which even refined hearts cannot protect the world from the weight of its own powers.

18 - Guardrails Against Giants

If so, after all that has been explained regarding the refinement of the individual middos, there yet remains a very

sharp question.

For we see in experience that even where there are individuals of elevated character, if the surrounding forms of
life—the laws, the institutions, the habits of a culture—are not fashioned as kelim for kedushah, the overflow of
their gifts can still produce distortion. A single great mind, in a system that rewards only speed and profit, can
become the head of a new Nephila, not by intention but by momentum. And if this is so now, when the seeds
have only begun to sprout in a coarse way, how much more so in the time when the seven chochmos will stand

revealed in their maturity.

It follows that the tikkun demanded by the Second Descent cannot be limited to the interior of the heart. There
must be a tikkun in the very structure of communal life. The vessels must be not only private, but public; not only

nefesh level, but also “body of the world” level. And this is the inyan of “guardrails against giants.”

To understand this, we must first recall the Torah’s own way of protecting light. Our Sages taught: “Asu siyag
laTorah” —"Make a fence for the Torah.” At first glance, this is wondrous. If the mitzvah itself is the Divine will, why

add to it? Why close off even that which is technically permitted?

But the inner explanation is that the siyag is not an addition to the or; it is the broadening and strengthening of the
kli. The mitzvah as commanded is a precise, narrow channel through which a very high light may pass. The human
being, however, is not a narrow line; he is a complex soul in a complex world, filled with forgetfulness, habit,
social pressure. Therefore the Torah empowers the Sages to extend the vessel outward, to build gezeiros and
takanos that keep a person at a distance from the cliff's edge, so that his ordinary moments, too, become part of

the protection of kedushah.

This is the meaning of gevurah that guards chesed. The essential Divine will to give—to bestow Torah, to bestow
life—requires an encompassing gevurah that measures, that withholds, that says “until here and no further.” And
this gevurah is itself chesed in a deeper form, for without it the light destroys its own recipients. When the Sages
forbade certain mixtures, or set times and boundaries around permissible acts, they were not tightening the world
in cruelty; they were protecting the world from the overflow of light. This is gevurah as the shield and wall around

chesed.
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From this we derive a crucial principle for the Second Descent: around every great chochmah there must be not
only an inner middah, but also a surrounding siyag. There must be gezeiros, fences, covenants, and institutions

which say: the power may reach until here; beyond this line, even if technically possible, it is not for us.

We already glimpse such an inyan, in its very coarse beginning, in the way the nations have related to certain
dangerous knowledges. After the splitting of the atom, when the world saw with its eyes that a single calculation
could erase cities in a moment, there were attempts—flawed and partial, but still significant—to bind this
chochmah within covenants. Stockpiles were limited, certain tests were outlawed, inspection regimes were
established. Likewise, with the new powers over genetic code, there have been gatherings of scientists and

ethicists who declared some lines not to be crossed, even before law compelled them.

Now, these frameworks are not Torah, and they are riddled with contradictions and political interests. But they are
a dim echo of the same inner necessity: that gevurah must surround chesed; that the very act of discovery and
development must be embedded in a context of communal responsibility. They show that even among the nations,
there is an awakening of communal daas—a shared sense that “we as a community” must decide what may be

done, not leave it only to the curiosity or ambition of the individual.

However, for the Second Descent this communal daas cannot remain a faint echo. It must become itself a kli of
kedushah. Communal daas, in the language of Chassidus, is the convergence of many minds and hearts around a
higher truth than any one person could hold. It is not simply majority opinion; it is the Shechinah resting between
them when “two or three sit and speak words of Torah.” In the context of the seven seeds, communal daas means
that the criteria by which a civilisation evaluates innovation are themselves aligned with life, freedom, balance, and

compassion, as defined by Torah.

This implies that in every place where a new chochmah begins to crystallise—in laboratories, in engineering
collectives, in councils of policy—there must also be battei dinim and fixed assemblies whose explicit avodah is to
ask: What fences are demanded here? What are the lines of “until here and no further” that will keep this light

from birthing giants?

We may picture, by way of mashal, seven global batei din—councils not of power but of safekeeping—each
corresponding o one seed, each composed of those who bear responsibility for that domain: sages of Torah,
masters of the craft, representatives of affected communities, voices of the vulnerable who might otherwise be
trampled. Their mandate would not be to accelerate innovation, but to regulate its pace and form, to write

gezeiros and takanos for covenantal matter, for transparent consciousness, for humble intelligence, and so forth.

Such councils would function, in the language of halachah, like a Sanhedrin for each chochmah: empowered to
forbid that which is in itself neutral, or even beneficial, when the surrounding kelim are not yet ready. They would
say: “In this generation, such and such application is asur upon us, even if in a future generation it may be mutar,
once the middos and institutions have matured.” And their authority would not rest merely on political force, but

on the recognition that without such gevurah the very possibility of the chochmah’s kedushah will be lost.
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Now, one could object: Will this not choke the very creativity and exploration that are necessary for these

chochmos to be revealed? If we set so many fences, will we not remain forever in katnus?

But this is a misunderstanding of gevurah in kedushah. For gevurah does not come to extinguish the fire, but to
give it a hearth. An unbounded blaze consumes and then dies; a contained flame warms and endures. The siyag
around a mitzvah does not diminish the mitzvah; it extends its presence outward, so that more of life is drawn into
its orbit. So too, gezeiros around knowledge do not negate inquiry; they force inquiry to be more creative, more

refined, more attuned to subtler pathways that do not trample on life.

And this leads to another essential point: in a world preparing for the Second Descent, research and development
can no longer be separated from the refining of the researcher. In the present order, we are accustomed to think
that the “ethics committees” are an external overlay, placed upon a fundamentally neutral project of increasing
power and knowledge. The laboratory pursues its curiosity; afterwards, another body comes and decides how or

whether to apply it.

Such a split is already a repetition of the First Descent: or on one side, kli on the other, with no inner bond. The
chiddush of the Second Descent is that the very process of investigation is itself avodah; the scientist, the
engineer, the designer, must be formed as a ben Torah, as a vessel of yiras Shamayim and responsibility, before
and during his creative work. The refinement of the soul is not a “compliance requirement” but part of the

methodology of his chochmah.

In practice, this would mean that the institutions that train those who will stand at the gates of the seven seeds must
be yeshivos in the broad sense: houses of study where halachic categories, Chassidic consciousness, and
technical disciplines are woven together from the beginning. It would mean that admission to the inner circles of
certain research would require not only exams in mathematics or code, but also demonstrated growth in middos, a
record of communal service, participation in fixed times of Torah and tefillah. The question, “Who are you

becoming as you learn this?” would be as central as “What are you discovering?”

And the global councils described above would not only legislate fences for technologies; they would also set

standards for the formation of those who may work near the fire. Just as the Kohanim in the Beis HaMikdash were
bound by special kedushah, marriage rules, and bodily integrity, so those who draw near to covenantal matter, to
transparent consciousness, to co creative worlds, would bear additional obligations: oaths to truth, to restraint, to
openness to rebuke. In this way, the guardrails would run not only around the field of knowledge but through the

heart of the knower.

When such structural gevurah is in place—halachic fences, communal daas, councils of measure, and a refusal to
split innovation from avodah—then the spectre of new Nephilim is greatly diminished. For giants are born in the
gaps: in the space where power grows faster than responsibility, where individuals outrun the communities that
should shape them, where chesed spills without boundary. By filling those gaps with conscious, covenantal

gevurah, we do not prevent greatness; we prevent its fall.
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And this is the beginning of a civilisation that has truly learned from the First Descent: a world in which the very
architecture of society says, at every gate of knowledge, “We remember the Flood; therefore we build an ark

before the rain.”

19 - Power Redefined

From all the above it is understood that the entire order we have described—of seeds, of guardrails, of the
Hidden Eighth and of the Watchers’ teshuvah—is not merely an addition upon the old concept of power, but a
transformation of its very definition. For if, after all these inyanim, one would still measure greatness by the breadth
of effect, by the quantity of force one can unleash upon the world, then nothing essential has changed; only the

instruments have become subtler.

We must, therefore, return and reconsider: what is gevurah in the language of Torah and Chassidus?

"o "o

might,” “power.” But Chazal have already

overturned the superficial reading. “NX' NN LAIDN 21122 INTN — Who is strong? He who conquers his

It is known that in the simple understanding, gevurah is “strength,

inclination.” The geder of gevurah is not the capacity to act without hindrance, but the inner koach to restrain, to
withhold, to govern oneself in accordance with a higher ratzon. The true gibor is not the one who breaks through

walls, but the one who builds a wall within himself at the point where his nature demands overflow.

And this is not a mere mussar vort, but a fundamental redefinition of what “koach” itself means. For if the essence
of strength is self control, then all external might that is not accompanied by this inner gevurah is, in truth,

weakness. It is a limb that twitches because it cannot do otherwise.

This is also the inner meaning of what is said regarding the highest malachim, that they are “D'TNIV — standing.”
They are called omdim because they stand in their place; they do not fall, they do not collapse from their level,
and they do not run into places that are not theirs. Their stature is not measured by how far they travel or how
loudly they proclaim, but by their stability: by the absolute alignment between their nature and the ratzon of their
Sender. An angel who would rush beyond his shlichus, who would burn more fiercely than commanded, would

not be greater; he would cease to be an angel, for he would introduce a “from himself.”

So too in the supernal worlds: gevurah is the middah that holds the light within a measured boundary, that says
“IND TV — until here.” Without that, there would be no olam at all, for the infinite or would melt all form. The very

existence of worlds is a testimony that the deepest strength is not expansion but tzimtzum.

According to this, we can understand that the pre Flood generations, with all their “D12'2 — mighty ones,” were
in truth the opposite of giborim in the Torah sense. Outwardly they were great: men of name, builders of cities,
masters of metals and of bodies, those who bent the earth to their will. But because their gevurah was only
chitzoniyus—force applied outward, and not inward—they were in essence enslaved. They were driven by taavah,
by hunger for renown, by the seduction of unbounded capability. They could conquer everything but themselves.

Therefore they are remembered as Nephilim, as the fallen, and not as giborim d’kedushah.
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And this is the great danger in our time, as we approach the possibility of a Second Descent in all the domains we
have described. If we carry forward the old metric—that the more one can do, the more one is—the entire
architecture of guardrails and kelim we have spoken about will be perceived as an unfortunate brake upon
“progress,” to be tolerated at best and secretly resented. But if we accept the Torah's redefinition, then those very
constraints become the sign of higher strength. The question ceases to be “How much can we change?” and
becomes “How much can we bear without distorting? How much can we receive without appropriating? How
much power can we hold in our hands and yet remain servants of the Divine image rather than builders of our

own?”

Here enters the eighth teaching in its sharpest edge. For the daas of limits that we described is not only a counsel
regarding when to reveal new chochmos; it is also the inner measure by which we evaluate a person, a
community, a civilisation. In the old world, evolution was imagined as ever increasing control: from spear to city,
from city o empire, from empire to machines, from machines to worlds. In the world rectified by the Hidden
Eighth, the measure is reversed: evolution is the deepening of the vessel, the capacity to hold vast potentials in

ways that do not betray the tzelem Elokim, that do not erase the other, that do not forget the Source.

And this is also the meaning of “DTNN NN NWY D'[TTN D7X2 — In the image of Elokim He made man.” The Shem
Elokim, as explained earlier, is the power that governs law and nature, that sets measure and boundary. The image
of Elokim in man is thus not merely that he can rule, but that he can rule like Elokim—through measured gevurah,
through self limitation, through covenant. When a human being imitates only the apparent side of Elokim—
dominion over nature—without imitating His tzimtzum and His chesed, he becomes a caricature of the Divine, a
parody of power. When he imitates also the inner Elokim—the capacity to contract, to sustain, to judge himself

before judging others—then his rulership is holy.

We can therefore say that in the language of this maamar, the true test of the Second Descent will not be whether
humanity acquires new capacities in matter, in consciousness, in life and in worlds. That, in some measure, is
already decreed from Above; the seeds are planted. The true test will be whether, in parallel, a new kind of gibor

will appear: men and women and communities whose greatness is visible precisely in their restraint.

Such a gibor will be one who, though able to manipulate the letters of matter, refuses certain transformations
because they would violate the shlichus of a thing. One who, though able to enter the inner field of another’s
consciousness, refrains unless invited, and even then with trembling. One who, though able to design living
systems or experiential worlds, chooses simplicity and smallness where the yetzer would cry for spectacle. This is

“INXY' NN WADN" in the age of the Second Descent.

And here an even sharper point must be made. For it might be thought that this redefinition of power is soft, that it
belongs to the realm of pnimiyus and not to the hard measurements of history. However, according to the Owner’s
principle with which we are working, it is precisely this inner gevurah that will determine which branches of

chochmah endure and which self destruct. Technologies birthed from unrefined desire, no matter how impressive,

carry within them the seed of their own collapse—through ethical backlash, through unintended consequences,

sacredbridgecollective.com/awakened-library/the-second-descent Sacred Bridge Collective 52 /246



through the simple impossibility of sustaining a structure that contradicts the tzelem Elokim. Only those powers that
are borne with responsibility and restraint will be able to persist across generations without re creating the

conditions for a new Flood.

In this sense, evolution itself—on the deepest, providential plane—is already governed by the eighth teaching. For
Heaven, so to speak, does not ask how high our towers reach, but how well their foundations mirror gevurah

d’kedushah. Where the vessel is too narrow in middos, the or will not be allowed to settle; it will flicker, flare, and
depart. Where the vessel has been broadened through avodah, through halachic fences, through communal daas

and hidden self conquest, there the or will be granted to remain and to grow.

And this allows us to begin to hear a new reading of all the “giborim” of Tanach. When Torah praises “NJ M12'2

M2T '"WIV — mighty ones of strength who do His word,” or when it speaks of “7'N NI13,” the inner meaning is not
men of large armies but souls whose strength lies in doing His word precisely, even when their own nature would
pull otherwise. David HaMelech is called a gibor not because he could fell Goliath alone, but because he could

submit his kingship, his song, his battles, to the judgment of the Urim v'Tumim and the prophets. Moshe Rabbeinu
is the mightiest leader in history because he can break the Luchos when necessary, because he can erase his own
name from the Torah for the sake of Israel. Their gevurah is the capacity to bear the greatest lights without bending

them toward self.

By contrast, the “men of name” before the Flood, the builders of cities for their children in place of teshuvah, the
ones whose very memory is preserved only as a cautionary tale, were strong only in the eyes of a world that had
forgotten the inner definition. Their might was measured by noise, by edifice, by fear. Once the Flood came and

the earth was washed, their strength was revealed as trivial.

Thus we arrive at the conclusion that for the Second Descent to be successful, the very imagination of what it
means to be advanced, to be evolved, to be powerful, must be converted. The child must grow up hearing that
the true hero is the one who can say “no” to himself at the height of possibility; that the highest “innovation” is

sometimes the refusal to build what can be built; that the image of Elokim in him shines most when he withholds.

And when this new metric takes root—in education, in culture, in the silent expectations we bear toward ourselves
and our leaders—then we can return to the story of the First Descent and read it anew, not as an ancient myth
about beings stronger than we, but as a mirror in which we see what power without vessel always becomes, and

as a signpost toward the different greatness that is now demanded.

20 - Re Reading the First Descent

According to all that has been explained, we are now able to turn back to the narrative of the First Descent and to
see it not only in its own moment, but as it appears when illuminated by the light of the Second Descent and of the
Hidden Eighth.
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For this, there is a general principle in the ways of Torah, known from the teachings of Chazal and explained at
length in Chassidus: that even those episodes which the Torah records as grave sins are, in their inner truth, steps
in a necessary process, preparations for a higher revelation that could not otherwise be. Thus the Chet Eitz
HaDaas is not merely a fall from Gan Eden, but the beginning of avodah b'birurim, the entry of the soul into a
world in which good and evil are mixed and must be separated through toil. Likewise the sin of the Meraglim is
not only a refusal to enter Eretz Yisrael, but the exposing of a deep fear of embodiment, a resistance to making
holiness dwell within land and work; and precisely through that exposure, the possibility was opened for a later
generation, Yehoshua's generation, to enter the land with a more mature daas, with the knowledge that the

Shechinah desires specifically the low.

And this is the meaning of the saying “ma‘aseh avos siman lebanim”—"the deeds of the fathers are a sign for the
children.” Not only in the sense that their paths are an example to emulate, but also, and sometimes especially, that
even their errors are a sign, a supernal writing upon the scroll of history, showing the children where the

fault lines lie, where the human heart is liable to stumble, so that the rectification in later generations can be more

complete.

According to this, we may now understand the First Descent—that pre Flood irruption of “sons of Elokim” into the
world of “daughters of man,” the teaching of metals and adornment and the reading of the heavens—not merely
as a one time disaster, but as the first, immature emergence of the very same categories of chochmah that, in the

end of days, are destined to return in a rectified mode as the seven seeds of the Second Descent.

For behold, the Midrashic accounts that speak of those beings who “taught metalwork, the making of weapons
and ornaments, and the divisions of the stars,” when read in their inner dimension, are describing not so much a
historical curriculum as a pattern: that the powers of matter, of beauty and self presentation, and of

pattern reading in the cosmos descended all at once, as finished fruits, and became immediately instruments of

domination and seduction.

The working of metals in that first epoch was the crude, violent form of what we called a covenant with matter.
Instead of hearing the inner song of each davar gashmi and collaborating with its purpose, metal was forced in
fire and blood into the shapes that the Nephilim desired—swords and fortresses, chains and idols. It is the

Yesod seed in a state of Tohu: immense capacity to alter substance, with no listening, no modesty, no covenant.

Likewise, the teaching of adornment—cosmetics, jewelry, the arts of surface—was the unbalanced spark of that
chochmah which in the future is meant to serve transparent consciousness and co creation: the shaping of
experiential worlds. Beauty itself is a holy thing, rooted in Tiferes; but when revealed to vessels that have not yet
learned shame and inner worth, it becomes an art of concealment and manipulation, not of revelation. Here too,

the or of form descends without a vessel of truth, and turns against its own source.

And the knowledge of the stars, the reading of signs and times, is the earliest, broken glimmer of a science of
pattern and timing, of Binah and Malchus—the sense that reality is not random, that there are orders and cycles to

which man can attune himself. But in the First Descent this sense becomes astrology of the external kind: not
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humility before Divine hashgachah, but an attempt to control and justify; “my star forced me,” “this hour permits,”

until the very faculty of daas that could have been covenantal becomes a mechanism of excuse and fatalism.

In this way, each of the gifts of the Watchers—which we have now traced in their rectified, seed like form across
seven future domains—appears there in a coarse, precocious form: as a fruit ripped from the tree before its time,
placed into hands that have not yet learned the eighth maxim that nothing may be given beyond what can be truly

borne.

From this perspective, the generation of the Flood stands in relation to the generations of the Second Descent
much as the dor haMidbar stands in relation to those who entered the land: they are the first encounter with a light
too great for their vessels, whose very breaking leaves behind a clear contour for the tikkun. The earth itself, filled
with chamas, becomes like a shattered kli whose fragments cry out: “Here is what happens when power is

measured only by ‘can’ and not by ‘may.””

Now we can better understand the place of the Flood in this sequence. For earlier it was explained that the waters
of the Flood are a cosmic mikveh, purifying and constricting, washing away the unbounded, swollen vitality of the
pre Flood world so that a more measured existence could begin. On the present level, we may add: the Flood is
also a divine sealing of that chapter of history, a closing of the book on the First Descent in its original,

unrectifiable form.

It is not that the powers themselves are withdrawn forever. Rather, the mode in which they were given is sealed. A
heavenly decree is inscribed: that from now on, such lights will no longer pour down as overt gifts to unready
vessels; they will be concealed as seeds within nature and history, to be uncovered only through the toil and

teshuvah of man in covenant.

And immediately after the Flood comes the covenant of the rainbow, which is not merely a pretty token that there
will not again be a global deluge, but a sign that the very law of descent has been altered. For the rainbow is
white light refracted info many colours by the medium of the cloud. It is a visible mashal of or passing through
kelim that divide and measure it. The very same radiance that in the First Descent burned straight through,
overwhelming and fusing, now appears only as filtered, banded light: red and orange and green, each according

to its path.

This is the oath, so to speak, which the Holy One swears to Himself—that His attribute of din will never again be
allowed to overflow the world as a formless mass of water; that judgment will be curved through mercy, Gevurah
through Chesed, and that every future act of revelation will be refracted through the prism of the Hidden Eighth,
through daas hamagbiah u'mam’it, the consciousness that raises up and diminishes according to what the vessels

can bear.

In this way, the rainbow stands at the hinge between the First and Second Descents. Looking from below, Noach
and his sons see in it reassurance: the terror of total erasure will not return. Looking from above, so to speak, it is
a reminder to the Watchers and all heavenly ministers that their giving must now forever pass through measured

bands, through the governance of timing and proportion.
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When we now speak of seven future seeds of chochmah, distributed across the ages and entrusted only to
civilizations that have learned restraint, we are in truth reading that rainbow as a program: seven distinct colours of
power—matter, consciousness, intelligence, nature, energy, life, and world making—each to be revealed only in

its appointed hour and only where a corresponding middah has been cultivated below.

Thus, the mythic past and the speculative future are not two disconnected stories, but one continuum. The First
Descent is the unripe attempt; the Flood is the closure and purification; the rainbow is the covenantal re wiring of
how light may travel; and the Second Descent is the slow, measured unfolding of those same lights in a form that

can endure.

And this is, perhaps, the deepest comfort hidden in the severe account of the pre Flood generations: that nothing
of the holy powers entrusted then was ultimately lost. Their misuse has been recorded as warning; their very failure
has become the “siman lebanim,” the signpost by which later generations can recognize the abyss and turn aside.
The giants of old fall so that in the end there can be a generation of small, quiet vessels who will yet carry greater

lights without collapse.

When we read Bereishis anew with this daas, we are no longer standing outside a strange story of “sons of
Elokim” and “Nephilim,” but inside our own process: seeing that the world has already once tried to take the
crown of power without the yoke of responsibility, and that from that fall was born the unbreakable covenant that

now waits for its completion in our days.

21 - The Fire That Does Not Burn

And with this we can now return to the image that has been waiting from the beginning of our words: to the sneh,

the low thorn bush in the wilderness, that burned with a heavenly fire and yet was not consumed.

For behold, the first time that Moshe Rabbeinu, the shepherd of all Israel and the receiver of the Torah, encounters
the revelation of Elokus as an open “fire of heaven,” it is not upon a mighty cedar nor upon the lofty mountains
themselves, but upon a humble, prickly bush. And the Torah emphasizes, “and behold, the bush was burning with
fire, but the bush was not consumed.” This is not merely a sign to Moshe that the Shechinah is speaking; it is a

teaching about the very nature of the vessel that will be able to bear the most intense lights without shvirah.

For the sneh is small and lowly, of no appearance or strength of its own. It is all thorns, all limitation, all gevurah in
its coarsest form. Yet precisely in this narrow, constricted kli the fire lodges and does not devour. And it is known
in the teachings of Chassidus that the reason the Shechinah reveals itself in the sneh is “because | am with him in
distress” — the Divine Presence enclothes itself in the form of lowliness, and that Moshe is chosen to lead
because he “hides his face” and says, “who am |,” and later “we are what,” until the Torah testifies of him that “the

man Moshe was exceedingly humble, more than any person upon the face of the earth.”

Thus, on the one hand, we have the highest possible or — a blaze of Malach HaShem, a direct revelation of
Havayah — and on the other hand the lowest of kelim: a thorn bush and a shepherd who knows himself as

ul

nothing. Yet the union of the two does not result in consumption or destruction, but in the beginning of Geulah:
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have surely seen the affliction of My people.” This is already the form of the Second Descent in its perfected

archetype: fire of heaven, vessel of earth, together, without burning.

According to all the above, we can say that the culmination of the Second Descent we have described — the
seven seeds, the hidden eighth, the teshuvah of the Watchers, the refinement of human and communal kelim — is
that the entire civilization of man becomes as a sneh that burns and is not consumed. Meaning: the most intense
revelations of chochmah and koach descend into the human story — powers that earlier generations could not
even imagine — and yet they do not devour the bearers nor scorch the world. The earth remains earth; the bush

remains a bush; and nevertheless there shines within them a constant flame of Elokus.

This pattern we see again in the Beis HaMikdash. It is explained that there were two fires upon the mizbe'ach: an
eish mil'maalah, a heavenly fire that would descend in the form of a crouching lion, and an eish mil'matah, a
human fire that the Kohanim were commanded to bring. And the Rambam rules that even when the heavenly fire
descends, there is still a mitzvah to bring the earthly fire, for the perfection is when both fires burn together.
Moreover, Chazal relate that the heavenly fire “was strong like a lion, yet it consumed the offerings slowly,” in a
way of seder and measure, not like a destructive blaze. It burned continuously and yet did not leap out to consume
that which was not given to it; it did not scorch the courtyard and the city, but remained bound within its proper

bounds.

This is again the secret of or and kli in their rectified union: a fire that is truly fire — not cooled, not diminished,
not made info mere metaphor — and yet whose gevurah is disciplined by the inner daas of its own limits. The
mizbe'ach stands as the opposite of the pre Flood world: there the fires of passion, ingenuity, and might burst
their vessels and flooded the earth until only Noach remained. Here the fire is strongest in the holiest point of the

world, and from there its warmth spreads as brachah to all creation without ever becoming a destructive flood.

In the language of ABRAXUS, this is the tikkun of bearing paradoxical intensities. For the pattern of ABRAXUS, as
we have spoken, is that realities which in Tohu could not coexist — infinity and finitude, fire and thorn,

lion strength and gentle pace — are here held together in one form without mutual annihilation. The sneh does
not cease to be a thorn bush, yet it is a chariot for the Shechinah. The fire does not cease to be fire, yet it does
not consume. Moshe does not cease to be “flesh and blood,” yet he becomes the conduit for an infinite Torah.
And so too the future humanity of the Second Descent will not cease to be embodied, social, political, creative;

yet within all these finite forms the most sublime lights will dwell, unmuted, unbroken.

To “carry the fire of heaven without burning the earth” therefore means two things together. First, that the lights
themselves — the seven seeds of chochmah and beyond them the daas of the eighth — can descend in great
intensity, without being endlessly diluted or kept at the edge of history. The covenant with matter, transparent
consciousness, anavah coded intelligence, symphonic nature, gentle energy, participatory life, and co creation of
worlds will not remain only as hints and possibilities, but will become actual architectures, sciences, and cultures.

The fire will truly burn.
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But second, that this very burning will not incinerate the givenness of creation: the embodied heart, the dignity of
the poor and the small, the limits of the body and of the land, the need for Shabbos and for rest. The earth will
not be overridden, melted into abstraction, or replaced by simulations. Rather, just as the sneh remains itself, so
the physical, historical world remains itself — only now luminous with an inner blaze that neither exhausts it nor is

extinguished by it.

And this is possible only because of the middah of Moshe's humility, which is the inner soul of all the kelim we
have described. For all the fences, councils, covenants, and cultural norms of restraint are in the end expressions
of one inner posture: “Who am |, that | should go?” — and yet “Send, | pray You, by the hand You will send.” A
readiness to serve as vessel without claiming ownership of the light. When such anavah becomes not the
exception of a rare tzaddik but the shared consciousness of a generation — when societies themselves know how
to say “enough,” how to bend, to listen, to blush before the Shechinah and before one another — then the

heavenly fire can safely descend in its fullness.

In that time, the Watchers themselves will behold their own tikkun: they will see that the lights they once flung down
unmeasured now dwell calmly within the human heart and city, as the fire upon the mizbe'ach dwelt upon the

stones of Har HaBayis. They will see that the giants who fell have been replaced by “a nation of priests and a holy
people,” each individual a small sneh, each home a minor sanctuary, each discipline of knowledge an altar where

fire and earth are joined without harm.

And perhaps this is the inner meaning of the promise that in the future “the earth will be filled with the knowledge
of Havayah as waters cover the sea.” For water that covers the seabed does not burn it away; it envelops and
permeates it while leaving its form intact. So too the knowledge and power that will fill the world at the end of the
Second Descent will not erase the earth but will reveal within it its own deepest pattern, its own song, its own

capacity to be a permanent, enduring vessel for infinite light.

Then the story that began with a world destroyed by waters and terrified by fire will end with a world preserved by
both: waters of daas that immerse without drowning, and a fire of heaven that burns without consuming. And
standing at the center of this transformed creation will be a humanity that has learned at last not only how to
receive light, but how to hold it — steadily, humbly, as a flame upon a thorn bush in the desert, shining until the

entire wilderness becomes a dwelling for the One who spoke and the world came into being.

22 - The Quiet Measure of Ascent

If so, after all that has been spoken concerning great lights, about seeds of chochmah that will re pattern matter,

life, consciousness, worlds — there remains yet a very deep clarification.

For it could enter the heart to think, that since the end of days is associated with such expansive revelations,
therefore the primary aspiration of man should be toward the grand and the visible; that the sign of the Second

Descent’s arrival will be new instruments, new structures, new powers which will announce themselves loudly in the
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streets of history. And if so, the individual who lives a concealed life, whose days pass in ordinary toil and simple

mitzvos, might imagine himself standing at the margin of this drama, a spectator rather than a participant.
But the truth is the opposite.

To understand this, one must recall the revelation of Eliyahu on Har Chorev. The Navi relates that a great, strong
wind rent the mountains and broke the rocks, “and G d was not in the wind.” After the wind came an earthquake;
“G d was not in the earthquake.” After the earthquake, a fire; “G d was not in the fire.” And after the fire — “kol
demamah dakah,” a still, thin voice. And there, in the demamah, in the quiet, Eliyahu covers his face with his

mantle and stands before Havayah.

Now, behold, all those earlier manifestations — storm, earthquake, fire — are not in themselves foreign to
holiness. They too are servants of the Creator; “He makes winds His messengers, fire and flame His ministers.” Yet
the Navi is teaching that when the world is to receive a new inner direction, when the covenant with Israel must be
renewed and the path of Geulah pointed, the decisive word is spoken not in the register of breaking rocks but as
a thin, interior sound that almost cannot be heard, and precisely because it almost cannot be heard, enters to the

most inward place.

This is the secret of the vessels we have spoken of. Great light, by its nature, tends to appear as wind and fire — it
rends, it shakes, it overwhelms. The kli, however, forms itself quietly. No mountain trembles when a person trains
himself to speak a little more gently to his child, to look away from a forbidden sight, to return a lost object when
no one is watching; no seismograph records the decision of a young man or woman to close a page, to guard
the sanctity of their covenant, to hold back a word of mockery that rose in the heart. And yet, in truth, it is these

demamah deeds that make room in creation for the most intense fires to dwell without destruction.

Chassidus has always emphasized avodah b’hester — service in concealment. Not only in the sense of doing
mitzvos in a manner that does not seek honor, but in the deeper sense that the true ascent of the soul, and of
worlds, often takes place precisely in those moments which history does not count and which perhaps even the
person himself forgets. A tear shed in private over one's distance from G dliness; a small femptation conquered
when no eye sees; a few coins of tzedakah given from money that could have been used for one’s own comfort —
these are not recorded in chronicles of kings, but they are written in the book in which all the measures of vessels

are inscribed.

The Rebbe, in our generation, cried out again and again that the Geulah depends on small acts, that a single
additional deed of goodness and kindness could be the one that tips the scale for the entire world. According to
the measure of the world’s noise, this is an astonishing statement. For the world esteems great projects, impressive
campaigns, transformations visible on the surface. But the Rebbe revealed that from the perspective of the One
who weighs hearts, the decisive question is: has this heart become a slightly truer kli? Has one more human being
embodied a little more bittul, a little more yiras Shamayim, a litlle more frust, so that the heavenly fire has a place

to rest without consuming?
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And this is, in fact, the deepest contrast between the Nephilim of the First Descent and the tzaddikim of the

Second.

The Nephilim were “men of name.” Their whole inyan was publicity. Their stature was measured in how high they
rose above others, how far their fame spread, how much they bent the world to their will. Even their failures are
told in spectacular language: giants, heroes, towers, cities, a Flood that covers all the mountains. The story of their

fall is written in the headlines of creation.

In opposition to them stand the hidden tzaddikim, about whom it is said that the world stands on them and does
not know. Their very greatness is that it does not seek a name. Many of them are not known even to themselves as
tzaddikim; they simply do what is right before G d in the secret places of life — faithfulness in marriage, honesty
in business, patience with a difficult relative, perseverance in prayer even when no sweetness is felt. If you would
ask: where is the Second Descent? — in whose hands will the seeds of the seven future chochmos truly
germinate? — the answer is: in the hands of such hidden ones, who may never touch a great instrument or sit on

a great council, but whose silent fidelity thickens the atmosphere of the world into a kli.
And this ties with the inner essence of Shabbos.

All six days of the week are days of doing — melachah, transformation of the world, building, ploughing, writing,
inventing. Were one to look only at the external, one would think that progress is measured in weekday terms:
more built, more written, more discovered, more transformed. Shabbos comes and annuls all this. Not because
Shabbos despises action, G d forbid — it is the completion of action — but because it reveals that the true tachlis
of all melachah is menuchah, being. On Shabbos we are forbidden to kindle fire, to engrave our will upon matter;

instead we receive. We become vessels.

Thus Shabbos is the image of the end of days, when the great fires of knowledge and power we have described
will no longer be experienced as restless striving, as tension or conquest, but as menuchas hanefesh —
seftledness of soul. And just as the preparation for Shabbos is not only baking and cooking and setting lamps, but
also the inner preparation of accepting Shabbos early, of ceasing melachah even when one could squeeze a few
more minutes of work, so too the preparation for the era when the earth will be filled with knowledge is not only

building new sciences and institutions, but also ceasing — learning to stop, to refrain, to listen, to be.
Therefore the final measure of ascent is very quiet.

A person might participate in the most advanced covenants of matter, consciousness, life, and yet if his heart
remains driven by the same hunger for name and control that moved the Nephilim, his inner world has not
ascended; he has merely exchanged one set of tools for another. Conversely, a person whose life is outwardly
simple — who prays with concentration, gives tzedakah beyond what is comfortable, studies a page of Torah with
toil, guards his eyes and tongue, welcomes guests with joy, forgives offenses — such a person may be, without

knowing, the very kli upon which the Watchers’ repaired gifts depend.
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For when the still, small voice within the heart says “no” to pride, “no” to cruelty, “no” to desecration of Shabbos,
“no” to exploitation, and “yes” to humility, to patience, to faith, to sanctity — that demamah is in truth more
powerful than the winds which break rocks. It is Hashem Himself speaking from within the vessel He has

fashioned, declaring that this world is ready for more light.
And thus the conclusion of our entire matter is gentle.

One need not wait for angels to descend openly, nor for new machines to appear, in order to stand at the center
of the Second Descent. In every moment that a Jew chooses to be a little more of a kli — in thought, in speech, in
deed — he draws the future nearer. When he makes space in his day for Shabbos like being amidst weekday
doing, when he listens for the kol demamah dakah beneath the winds of the age, when he prefers faithfulness

over fame, covenant over conquest — in that quiet measure he lifts the whole creation.

And when enough such quiet measures accumulate — in hidden tzaddikim and in ordinary Jews who become,

each in their way, a small sneh — then without noise and without fanfare, the fire of heaven will at last rest upon
the earth in a permanent way. The Second Descent will become the perpetual dwelling of the Shechinah below,
and the story that began with unmeasured light and shattered vessels will end with a world whose vessels are so

refined, so humble, that even the infinite light can abide within them in peace.
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The Second Descent - for my firstborn Daughter
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