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Blessing in Matter

Offered in honour of Eliyahu HaNavi, who never tasted death and who returns to
announce the redemption, and of Aharon HaKohen, lover of peace and pursuer of
peace, whose hands first spoke the priestly blessing over Israel. This maamar is given
in their merit — that blessing should not remain above but come down and rest in

matter, in homes, in bread, in the ordinary substance of a life.

ENGLISH

1. “And He Will Bless You”

“May Hashem bless you and guard you.
May Hashem make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May Hashem lift His face to you and grant you peace.”

These three verses, the Birkat Kohanim, stand in the midst of the Torah as the paradigm of berachah. And it is
known that the Torah is precise in every letter; if so, it is through these very words that the inner concept of

blessing is to be recognized.

Now, at first glance, one would say that berachah means simply abundance, increase in quantity: more life, more
children, more livelihood, more success. And if so, why all this surrounding holiness? Why is the berachah bound
specifically with the Kohanim, that they alone are commanded “Thus shall you bless the children of Israel,” and
with the explicit mention of the Divine Name, “and they shall place My Name upon the children of Israel, and | will
bless them”? If blessing is merely that the field should give a greater yield, the business should bring more profit,

"o

the body should be stronger—this is also found by the nations of the world, who speak of “good fortune,” “luck,”
and the like. What compels that in Torah, blessing must be through the service of Kohanim, facing the people with

uplifted hands, with precise verses sealed with the Name of Hashem?
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Moreover, we find in another place that the Torah speaks of blessing in a manner which, on the surface, appears
entirely material: “And you shall serve Hashem your G d, and He will bless your bread and your water, and | shall
remove illness from your midst.” Here, too, the wording is astonishing. Why does the verse not say simply, “He
will bless you with bread and water,” or “He will give you bread and water in blessing”? What is this expression
“your bread and your water,” as though the bread and water are already his, and the blessing comes as
something additional upon them? And especially: why is this tied to “You shall serve Hashem your G d"? If

blessing is only an increase in quantity, what connection has it to avodah, to the inner labor of serving Hashem?

And further, in Mishlei it is written: “It is the blessing of Hashem that enriches, and toil adds nothing to it.” Here
the question is doubled. On the one hand, it appears that all richness, all true wealth, is dependent solely on “the
blessing of Hashem,” such that human effort—"toil”—adds nothing. Yet, on the other hand, we are commanded,
“Six days shall you labor and do all your work,” and it is explained at length that the way of the world is that
blessing must be enclothed in nature, “Hashem your G d will bless you in all that you do.” If so, what is the
meaning of “and toil adds nothing to it"? And if the essential thing is only the blessing of Hashem, why the

necessity of effort? But if effort truly accomplishes something, how can the verse say that it adds nothing?

From all this it is understood that the concept of berachah in Torah is not a mere increase in quantity within the
already-existing order, but is something of a different category altogether. This is emphasized in the language of
the Sages, who interpret the word berachah not only as increase, but as hamshachah, drawing down. In the
Midrash it is said that berachah is lashon hamshachah, as we find in “vayivrach” meaning to bend and to draw
down a vine-branch to the earth that it should root in a lower place. And in the holy Zohar it is stated, on the word

berachah, that it signifies hamshacha, an extension from a higher realm into a lower.

However, this itself requires understanding. What is the meaning of “drawing down” when we speak of blessing in
bread and water, in life and in peace? If one takes a barrel of wine from the attic to the cellar, that is indeed
hamshachah from a higher place to a lower place. But with regard to Divine blessing, what is the “higher” and
what is the “lower”? And still more: if berachah is hamshachah, would we not say that any Divine giving, any
matanah from Above, is also a drawing down? Why then does Torah distinguish specifically berachah from other

notions such as matanah (a gift), segulah (a charm or special property), and mazal (destiny, star-influence)?
To clarify this, we must first differentiate these terms in their inner definition.

Matanah, a gift, means that something is granted from the giver to the receiver, but in such a way that the thing
given becomes detached from the giver. The gift passes from domain to domain; what was his becomes yours.
True, in the depth of the matter, nothing is ever severed from the Divine, but in the manner of revelation, a
matanah is a giving that does not carry openly the presence of the giver; it suffices that the object or the benefit

reach the recipient.

Segulah, on the other hand, is not about relationship between giver and receiver at all, but about a certain
concealed property implanted within a thing—like a medicinal herb that heals by its segulah, or a charm that
profects. Whether the person understands or feels connection to the source is secondary; the effect operates

from a hidden nature, a coded tendency within creation itself.
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Mazal, as the term is used in Chazal and in the teachings of Kabbalah, denotes the supernal root of the soul and
of events, the “dripping” influence from above nature that shapes a person’s path. “Mazal” is that which “flows”
(nozel) from a higher reservoir of life into this world, but in an unconscious way; “although he does not see, his

mazal sees.” It is a destiny that precedes his conscious relationship with the Giver.

Berachah is none of these. It is not merely that something is handed over (matanah), nor that a hidden property is
activated (segulah), nor that a pre-ordained destiny silently unfolds (mazal). Berachah, as defined by Torah Or and
Likkutei Torah, is that there is a revealed hamshachah from a higher level to a lower, in such a manner that the
higher remains present within the lower. Not only does one receive a thing; one receives the presence of Hashem
within that thing. “The blessing of Hashem—that enriches”: the richness is that the blessing itself, namely the

Divine radiance, dwells in one’s life, in one’s bread and water, in one’s peace.

Accordingly, we can begin to understand why the verses of Birkat Kohanim are structured as they are. “May
Hashem bless you and guard you”—this is the first hamshachah, that there be a drawing down of Divine life and
goodness into the person'’s existence, and immediately “and guard you"”: that this inner G dly flow be preserved,
that it not be dissipated or lost. “May Hashem make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you”—this is a
second, deeper hamshachah, of “His face,” the inner light of the Divine countenance, not only that there be life
and sustenance, but that within them there shine a recognition of Hashem, chein and closeness. “May Hashem lift
His face to you and grant you peace”—this is a third level, that even where there is opposition and multiplicity,
above and below, within the person and in his surroundings, there be a hamshachah of such a lofty peace that it

unites all opposites.

Now, if blessing were only quantity, the same words could have been expressed in a more simple manner: “May
you have much, may it be preserved, may you have success.” Instead, the Torah speaks in the language of Divine
faces, of shining and lifting, of peace. From this it is clear that the inner content of berachah is not the things

themselves, but the hamshachah of the Infinite into the finite vessels of life.

This also clarifies the verse “And He will bless your bread and your water.” The bread and the water, in the simple
sense, are already present through one’s toil, “by the sweat of your brow shall you eat bread,” and through the
natural order of planting and harvesting, buying and selling. But upon this there is a further inyan, that the bread
and water should be blessed—that within the ordinary bread there should dwell a hamshachah of Elokus. Then,
from the same loaf, one derives not only calories and strength, but a subtle inner vitality, a sweetness of
experience, a health of body and mind, that cannot be explained by quantity alone. This is why the verse
continues, “and | shall remove illness from your midst”: the blessing in the bread and water is not merely that there
be more of them, but that they should carry within them a higher life that pushes out sickness, which is separation

and deficiency.

And now we can return to the verse in Mishlei: “It is the blessing of Hashem that enriches, and toil adds nothing
to it.” The toil is indeed necessary; without kelim in the natural order, there is nothing upon which the berachah
can rest. But all that toil can accomplish, at best, is the existence of “your bread and your water” as they are within

the measurements of nature. The true richness, that there should be a light of satisfaction and fullness beyond the
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measure of effort, that a small bit should satiate, that limited time should carry endless meaning, that finite life
should hold within it something of the Infinite—that comes only from “the blessing of Hashem,” from the
hamshachah of the Ein Sof into the narrow vessels of olam hazeh. In relation to this, “toil adds nothing,” for effort

can only prepare the vessel; the content, the wealth, is the Divine hamshachah called berachah.

According to all the above, a further matter is still demanding clarification. If berachah is in essence such a
hamshachah, a descent of higher light into lower vessels, then it follows that there must be, so to speak, an entire
structure above, higher and lower, source and branch, from which and into which this flow can be drawn. What is
this higher realm from which berachah extends? By what order does it descend and become enclothed until it is
felt as physical abundance in bread and water, in life and in peace? And if that structure is fixed in the supernal
worlds, how is it that human service—"You shall serve Hashem your G d”—has the power to elicit and direct this

hamshachah?

To understand the true nature of berachah as hamshachah, therefore, it is necessary to preface an explanation of
the root of shefa above, how the Infinite Light is ordered through the Sefirot and worlds, and how from there the

blessing of Hashem descends to enrich below.

2 - The Root of Shefa Above

To approach this, we must first fix in mind that when we speak of “higher” and “lower,” of “source” and “branch,”
we are not, G d forbid, speaking of spatial height or physical causality, but of an order of revelation and
concealment within the light of the Ein Sof, blessed be He, as it is described in the writings of the Arizal,

especially in Etz Chaim, Shaar HaKlallim, where he lays out the general structure of the Sefirot and worlds.

For there it is explained that after the great tzimtzum, through which the primordial light withdrew in a concealed
manner to allow for the possibility of otherness, there shone forth a kav, a measured ray from the Infinite Light info
the “empty place.” This kav is the root of all shefa, all flow, for it is the mode in which the Ein Sof consents, so to
speak, to be drawn and to enter into definition and gradation. This kav is then ordered into ten Sefirot, which are
not separate entities, but fen modes and measures of Divine revelation: Chochmah, Binah, Da‘at; Chesed,
Gevurah, Tiferet, Netzach, Hod, Yesod; and Malchut. And through these Sefirot, as they are vested and re vested

in the four worlds of Atzilut, Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah, all created existence is enlivened.

According to this, the meaning of berachah as hamshachah becomes more precise. For every drawing down
must have a root in the kav. The hamshachah of life, of wisdom, of sustenance, of peace—each has its spiritual
shoresh in a specific configuration (tziruf) of Sefirot. When there is a proper alignment of these Sefirot, a
straightness of the channels from the higher worlds down to this lowest world, the shefa extends in a revealed way,
and this is called berachah. When, however, there is a constriction or distortion in these channels, the shefa is
diminished, diverted, or concealed, and then, even though the essential vitality is present (for the world cannot

exist without it even for a moment), it does not appear as blessing.
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Now, in Pardes Rimonim, the holy Ramak elaborates at length on the notion of shefa, explaining that it is not like
water that departs from its source when it flows outward, but that the shefa of the Sefirot is an “emanative flow,” in
which the source remains complete and present within the flow itself. This is the inner definition of hamshachah as
berachah, that the Ein Sof as He is clothed in the Sefirot remains present within the shefa that reaches the lower
worlds. Thus, the enrichment is not a separate “thing” given, but the presence of the Mashpia, the Emanator,
within the very being of the recipient. This will be of consequence later when we consider how human avodah can

become a conduit for such shefa.

And behold, the Zohar says (Il 17%a), “Lo sharya berachah ela be midi de samui min ayin”—no blessing rests
except on that which is hidden from the eye. According to the above, this is understood not only as practical
guidance (that one should conduct one's affairs modestly), but as a statement about the nature of shefa itself. For
the root of blessing is in the hidden dimension of the Sefirot, as they are in the state of he’elem within the Divine
mind, so to speak, before they are revealed outwardly. The more the thing below is connected to this hidden root,

the more it can be a resting place for berachah.

To explain: Chochmah is called “hidden wisdom,” reisha de lo ityada, the head that is not known, for it is a

point like flash from the Ein Sof, without expansion. From there, the light spreads into Binah, info breadth and
explanation; and then Da'at binds the mochin to the middot, to the emotive Sefirot, which are the source of
revealed interaction and relationship. Thus it is in every order: first a hidden point, then expansion, then
connection to expression. The Zohar therefore teaches that berachah rests only on that which retains something of
the hidden point, something not entirely exposed in the realm of expansion and publicity. For only there can the
supernal Chochmah dwell, and it is from Chochmah that all shefa is drawn, as is known, that Chochmah is the

beginning of revelation of the Ein Sof within the Sefirot.

And this is also the secret of the “higher waters” and “lower waters” of which the Torah speaks in the account of
creation, "And G d separated between the waters that are below the firmament and the waters that are above the
firmament.” In the revealed teachings, this is interpreted according to the simple meaning, but in the inner
teachings it is explained that these waters are two modes of shefa: the higher waters are the sublime flow of
Chochmah and the hidden Sefirot, which remain close to their source; the lower waters are the shefa as it

descends and becomes invested within the worlds and their details.

The separation of the waters through the firmament is the fixing of an order whereby the higher shefa remains in a
state of bitul and closeness to the Ein Sof, while the lower shefa descends into multiplicity and self awareness.
Nevertheless, there is a constant yearning of the lower waters to ascend, as our Sages describe them crying, “We

|7

too want to stand before the King!” This depicts the inner dynamic of shefa: the flow from above downward is
matched by a longing from below upward. And when there is a certain alignment between these two movements—
the descent of the higher waters and the ascent of the lower—then the shefa can unite with its source within the

vessel, and this is the state of berachah.
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However, all of this is still speaking within the order of memale kol almin, the indwelling light, which is measured
according to the capacity of the vessels. The kav itself, as it is enclothed in the Sefirot and worlds, is already within
the category of memale. Above and beyond this there is the light of sovev kol almin, the encompassing light,
which is not measured according to the vessels and is equally beyond all worlds, from the highest to the lowest.
The Alter Rebbe explains in his holy letters that every flow which comes in a measured way according to the nature
of the recipient is from memale, whereas that which comes in a manner transcending measure, “not according fo
the natural order and estimation of causes and effects,” is a glimmer of sovev as it is drawn and enclothed within

memale.

Now, since berachah, as was explained, is that there should be an infinite quality within finite existence—that a
small amount should satiate, that limited time should hold endless meaning—it is understood that every true
berachah contains a point of sovev revealing itself within memale. The shefa itself may pass through the channels
of the Sefirot (for otherwise it could not be received), but its special richness is from the encompassing light that
enters them. This is why berachah is so tied to the Divine Names and to holiness, for the Names are the measures

of memale, but they are also the gates through which sovev radiates into the worlds.

From this perspective we can better understand the order of the Sefirot as a map of blessing. Chochmah is the
gate through which sovev begins to shine into the order of memale; Binah expands that light info understanding
and explanation; Da‘at binds and fixes it in a way that it should not remain abstract but should descend into the
middot. The middot themselves—Chesed, Gevurah, Tiferet, efc.—are the measures of how this light is dispensed:
Chesed is expansive giving; Gevurah is constriction and setting of boundaries; Tiferet is the harmonizing of these;
Netzach and Hod are the persistence and acknowledgment that carry the flow further; Yesod is the channel that

gathers all the above and directs it into Malchut.

"o

Malchut, in turn, is called “mouth,” “speech,” and “kingdom,” for it is the faculty of expression, the projection of
the Divine will outward into created reality. All shefa that reaches the worlds must pass through Malchut, for it is
Malchut that translates the supernal configurations into the language of existence. Thus, when we speak of
berachah being drawn into bread and water, into life and peace, we are speaking of Malchut as it stands at the

end of the chain, receiving from all the Sefirot above it and distributing their light into the particulars of creation.

According to this, the Alter Rebbe writes in Iggeret HaKodesh that all vitality in this world is “through many
contractions and descents from level to level, by way of cause and effect and a chain like progression, from the
radiance of the Sefirot of Atzilut, which are united with their Emanator, blessed be He.” And he adds that when
there is an arousal that is rooted in the unity of these Sefirot with the Ein Sof, there can be drawn down an added

flow, beyond the routine measure, into the lower worlds. This added flow is what we are calling berachah.

Yet, even within the fixed structure of Sefirot, there are differences in how the shefa is received. Sometimes the
flow remains in the upper worlds and is not translated into physical abundance; sometimes it reaches the
emotional and mental life of a person but not his material state; sometimes it reaches materiality but without inner
satisfaction. The reason is that the vessels below, which correspond to the Sefirot above (for “man is a small

world”), are not always aligned in a straight manner. When there is a distortion in the order of Chochmah—Binah—
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Da’at within the soul, or an imbalance among the middot, or a blockage in the “Malchut” of the person—his
capacity to express, o receive, to actualize—then the corresponding channels above are, as it were, crooked, and

the shefa cannot descend in a revealed way.

We must therefore say that the map of the Sefirot is not merely a description of the Divine order, but also the
template of how blessing is to be drawn. Chochmah—Binah—Da'at above correspond to the mochin of a person;
the middot above correspond to his heart; Malchut above corresponds to his speech and action. When these are
in a state of rectification, there is “similarity of form” between the vessel and the light, and the shefa finds a straight

path from its supernal root into the person’s actual life.

With all the above, though, a fundamental question remains. The structure of the Sefirot and the distinction of
sovev and memale, of higher waters and lower waters, is fixed from the beginning of creation. The kav shines
according to an order; the Sefirot are arranged with precise measures; the higher waters are above the firmament
and the lower waters below. If so, what room is there for change? How can it be that through human service,
which appears small and temporal, the channels of such vast supernal shefa are affected—that there is more or

less berachah, that the order of flow is modified, that what was previously withheld is now bestowed?

In other words: if the architecture of shefa is already established in the supernal realms, what is the meaning of
saying that a person “draws down” blessing through Torah and mitzvot, through prayer and avodah? Is he creating
new channels, is he opening closed ones, is he only removing impediments, or is there, so to speak, a new will
elicited above? To understand this, we must now turn from the objective description of the higher worlds to the
role of man as a partner in the flow, how his mochin, middot, and malchut below can awaken and realign the
corresponding Sefirot above, and thereby become a living channel through which the blessing of Hashem

descends into the world.

3 - Human Avodah as Channel

However, the explanation of the thing is, that although the hishtalshelut of the Sefirot and the measures of shefa are
indeed fixed, this fixity is only in regard to the general order of the worlds, that there shall be Atzilut, Beriah,
Yetzirah, Asiyah, that there shall be Chochmah—Binah—Da’at and middot and Malchut in each world, and that the
kav shall pass through them according to a seder. But within this seder itself it was the will of the Ein Sof that there
be a place for relationship and response, that the lower should not be merely passive, but that the very

configuration of the flow within the fixed architecture should be made dependent on the arousal from below.

And this is the secret of what the Zohar calls itaruta d'letata, an arousal from below, of which it says (Zohar IIl 88a)
that “it awakens above according to the arousal below.” That is, the awakening above, the addition of light and
shefa within the existing Sefirotic structure, is not only a one—way bestowal, but is, as it were, keyed and measured
to the stirring of the lower beings. Not that the lower creates a new power in the Ein Sof, G d forbid, but that
from the outset His will was that the revelation of that which is hidden in His infinite light should be bound up with

the deeds and service of Israel in this world.
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This is also the inner meaning of the saying of our Sages in Pirkei Avot (3:1), “Know before Whom you labor, and
Who is your Master... and that your Master is faithful to pay you the reward of your labor.” On the surface this
speaks of reward and punishment. But in pnimiyut it hints that the “labor” of man is not only for himself, but
"before Whom” — it stands before and affects the very Name of Hashem as it is revealed in the worlds. The
“reward” is not merely a later payment, but the very hamshachah of Or Ein Sof that is elicited through this labor,
for “your Master is faithful” means that there is a covenantal bond, that He has, so to speak, bound His revelation

to our avodah.

Accordingly we can understand the novelty of Torah's declaration (Shemot 19:6), “And you shall be to Me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” On the revealed level this was said to the generation of the desert, that they
all be in some manner like kohanim. But the Alter Rebbe explains that this is an eternal definition of the soul of
Israel: every Jew possesses a bechinah of kohen, a power of berachah and hamshachah, that his avodah in Torah

and tefillah is not only self—refinement but a priestly service, drawing down Divine light from level to level.

For the kohen in the Beit HaMikdash stood as a human channel between the supernal order and the people. His
avodah in korbanot and in Birkat Kohanim was to take the fixed shefa of above and cause it to be drawn and
manifest below. So too, the “kingdom of priests” — every Jew in his measure — stands in the place where the
Divine order meets the finite, and through his thought, speech, and action he can open or, G d forbid, constrict

the pipes of shefa.

This is explained at length in Tanya, especially in chapters 37 and 39, that the entire purpose of the descent of the
soul and of all the worlds is for the sake of the mitzvot maasiyot, the commandments of action, for through them
“one draws down the light of the Ein Sof, blessed be He, upon the animal soul and upon the portion of the world
that is utilized in the mitzvah.” The mitzvah is not merely compliance with a Divine command; it is a conduit, a
tzinor, through which Or Ein Sof, that transcends all worlds, passes into the most physical entities, that leather of

tefillin, that coin of tzedakah, that piece of food eaten in holiness.

And chapter 39 explains that through such mitzvot the worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah and Asiyah are elevated and
suffused with a higher grade of light, each according to its level. This means that the very pattern of flow through
the Sefirot within those worlds is modified by human avodah: when a Jew performs a mitzvah, a new illumination
of Chochmah—Binah—Da'at is drawn into that realm, the middot above are sweetened and aligned, Malchut
receives more light, and thereby there is more berachah and vitality for all the creatures that are attached to that

world.

From this it is clear that man is not standing outside the system, as a receiver of a pre measured portion, but is
inserted into the system itself as a co worker, as it were, with HaKadosh Baruch Hu, to determine how the existing
measures will be realized. And this is the meaning of Mishnah Avot (3:6), “Whenever ten sit and occupy
themselves with Torah, the Shechinah dwells among them.” The Shechinah is the aspect of Malchut, the root of all
hamshachah into the lower worlds. The Mishnah does not say merely that they receive a revelation, but that the

Shechinah *dwells* — that their Torah causes a resting and drawing down of the Shechinah in that place.
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Thus, the setting of ten people studying Torah is not only a circumstance in which blessing happens to be given; it
is itself the vessel that forms a new mode of Divine dwelling. The “sitting” and “occupying themselves with Torah”
are the human side of itaruta d'letata; the “Shechinah dwells” is the itaruta d'le’eila that responds, filling that newly

made vessel with presence and shefa.

We can now return to the question: what does it mean that the human being “opens” or “widens” channels? We
see that the Sages use metaphors of inheritance and measure precisely in this context. In Shabbat 10b it is said,
“Whoever keeps Shabbat is given an unbounded inheritance.” An inheritance, by definition, is something already
prepared by the father; the son does not create it. Yet the verse calls it “unbounded,” eino metzumtzam, indicating

a flow not limited by the usual constraints.

The meaning is that Shabbat itself is a fixed structure in the worlds, the seventh day that from the beginning was
sanctified and blessed. However, whether this blessing of Shabbat will be manifest for a person as a finite,
measured good, or as an inheritance that is “without boundaries,” depends on his “keeping Shabbat” — his
avodah in delight, in cessation from melachah, in sanctifying the day with Torah and tefillah. This avodah aligns his
inner Chochmah—Binah—Da'at and middot with the supernal Shabbat, which is the resting of Or Ein Sof in the

Sefirot, and thus opens for him a broader channel from that already existing source.

Therefore, the same general shefa of Shabbat, passing through the same Sefirot, may arrive in a contracted
manner or in an expansive manner, according to the vessel made by the human being. This is the sense in which
he widens or constricts the pipes: not that he alters the “plumbing” of creation, G d forbid, but that he shapes the
cross section of his personal and communal vessel through Torah, mitzvot, and especially through the quality of

his thought and speech, which correspond to the inner levels of mochin and Malchut.

For thought is the inward Chabad of the person. When his thoughts are occupied with Torah, with contemplation
of the greatness of Hashem, this is a miniature form of Chochmah—Binah—Da'at below. Speech is Malchut, the
power of expression that draws the inner into the revealed. When his speech is tefillah and words of Torah,
blessings and praise, this is a lower counterpart to Malchut above. Action is the lowest investment of the soul,
corresponding fo the vessels of the lower worlds. When these three garments of the soul — thought, speech and

action — are filled with holiness, they become a full structure reflective of the Sefirot, and thereby form a straight

pipe.

And this is hinted also in the language of Tanya ch. 37, that the purpose is “to make for Him, blessed be He, a
dwelling place in the lower realms.” A dwelling is not only a place where one occasionally visits, but where one’s
being rests and is revealed. When a Jew uses his thought, speech, and action for Torah and mitzvot, he is building
such a dwelling, arranging the “rooms” and “furnishings” of his personal and communal life in correspondence
with the Divine pattern. The more this structure is completed, the more the Shechinah invests herself there, and
consequently the more there is blessing in all that pertains to that domain — life, children, sustenance, and all

needs.
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According to this we may also understand more deeply the statement that every Jew is of the aspect of kohen. The
kohen's primary avodah was not his own refinement, but to stand as a channel for others. So too, when a Jew
learns Torah not only for himself but to teach, when he davens not only for his own needs but for the community,
he is exercising this kohenic power, drawing down hamshachot that are not measured only by his own merits. His
personal avodah in thought, speech and action thus has repercussions far beyond himself, opening pipes of shefa

that irrigate many fields.

Yet all of the above pertains chiefly to the structure of the avodah, that through Torah, tefillah and mitzvot the
human being becomes a channel. Still, there remains a further question. We see with our eyes that there are those
who fulfill Torah and mitzvot in practice, who learn and who pray, and nevertheless the blessing is not manifest in
their lives in a revealed way, or it comes with concealments and contractions. From this it is understood that not all
channels are equally clear, and that within avodah itself there are qualities that make it a transparent tzinor or, G d

forbid, a clogged one.

In other words: beyond the objective performance of mitzvot that draws down Or Ein Sof into the world, there
must be certain inner states and refinements of the soul that determine whether this light can enter into the
person’s private keilim — his health, his livelihood, his family life — in a manner of menuchah and expansion.
What are these inner traits, and how do they align with the supernal pattern of berachah, so that the shefa that is

already elicited by Torah and mitzvot can be received without distortion?

To clarify this, we must now explain the inyan of the vessels themselves, not only as they stand above in the Sefirot,
but as they are mirrored in the heart of man — the qualities of bitul, simchah, emunah, and tzniut — for it is they
that render the human being a clear and humble pipe through which the blessing of Hashem can pass into the

details of his physical life.

4 . Becoming a Clear Vessel

The first inyan in this is the matter of bitul. For although all the Sefiros are keilim for the Or Ein Sof, nevertheless
the inner vessel of all the keilim is Malchut, and the general definition of Malchut is “leis lah migarma klum” — that
it has nothing of its own. And in Iggeret HaKodesh it is explained that precisely because Malchut is in a state of
such bitul, therefore it can receive from all the higher Sefiros without measure; the very fact that it does not stand

with a metziut of its own is what permits the infinite light to be drawn into it and to be clothed in it.

And this is also the inner content of the saying that berachah rests only where there is something of ayin, “yesh
me‘ayin,” that the root of increase is specifically from the aspect of ayin. For as long as the keli stands with a sense
of self as a davar bifnei atzmo, it interposes itself between the mashpia and the hashpa'ah; but when the vessel
acknowledges its own nothingness — that all its existence is only the chayut that the Ein Sof is bestowing into it at
every moment — then it does not obstruct, rather it becomes transparent, like clear glass through which the light

passes without distortion.
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Accordingly, within the avodah of man, the keli for Or Ein Sof is bitul: that the person not grasp himself as a baal
davar with independent ownership over his life and his success, but as a servant whose entire metziut is to carry

out the ratzon ha'elyon. This is the meaning of kabbalat ol in its true sense, not only in practice but in the da‘as of

//lu /II!I

the nefesh — that there is no separate “I” that demands its own satisfaction, only an “I"” that is a locus where the

Divine Will is enacted.

And because this is so, we understand the paradox that is seen: that sometimes a person of lesser revealed talents,
whose natural keilim are modest, nonetheless lives with a broadness of shefa in health, in parnassah, and in
menuchat hanefesh, whereas another whose natural keilim are broad, gifted in mind and in hands, runs from
scarcity to scarcity. For in terms of the inner structure of berachah, the decisive factor is not the natural yeshus of
the vessel but its bitul. The more a person attributes his success to his own chochmah and kochi ve'otzem yadi, the
more he interposes his metziut between himself and the hamshachah; whereas when he knows in his innermost
awareness that “it is He who gives you strength to make wealth,” then his very being becomes Malchut-like — an

empty throne upon which the King may sit.

However, bitul alone is not sufficient to make the keli clear. For if the bitul is experienced by the nefesh habehamit
as a breaking and crushing, as a loss of existence without sweetness, it will respond with atzvus, a heaviness and

dullness of heart. And in Tanya it is explained at length that atzvus, even when it arises from holy matters, is in itself
a kelipah that paralyzes the powers of the soul and prevents them from functioning. It is like a pipe clogged not by

foreign objects, but by congealed water — the shefa itself has hardened within it and no longer flows.

Therefore the Alter Rebbe concludes there that the ikar is simchah. For simchah is not merely a pleasant emotion;
it is the loosening of constriction in all the keilim. Joy expands the mochin, softens the middot, and makes the

limbs light to serve. And in the language of Chassidus, simchah is a state of hispashtut hagvul — that the limits of
the nefesh are relaxed and it allows the Or Ein Sof to radiate within them more fully. Thus, even when a person is
holding in bitul, if he is not in a state of joy, his bitul will remain as a concept hovering above his life and will not

penetrate into the details of his eating, his earning, his family interactions.

From this it is understood that simchah is one of the primary inner keilim for berachah. For since blessing is the
revelation of sovev within memale, as explained earlier, it requires a vessel that is not tight and rigid, but spacious
and accepting. When the heart is constricted with worry, resentment, or bitterness, the shefa, although drawn
down by the mitzvot, cannot settle there in a way of menuchah; it remains around him, so to speak, but not in him.
But when the heart is gladdened — through contemplation of Hashem's closeness, through gratitude for what is
already present, and through the joy of the mitzvah itself — then the inner space is widened, and the same

objective blessing that before passed him by can now be absorbed.

And this simchah has a particular relevance to three primary domains in which personal shefa is sought: health,
livelihood, and emotional wellbeing. For regarding health, experience shows that a broken spirit dries the bones,

whereas a joyful heart is itself healing; and in pnimiyut, this is because the organs of the body are vessels for the
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nefesh, and when the nefesh is heavy and contracted, its light does not spread properly into the limbs, allowing
various deficiencies to be felt. But when a person serves Hashem with gladness, the nefesh radiates evenly into all

its keilim, and the body stands in a state more aligned with its original Divine pattern.

In matters of parnassah, too, simchah is a keli. For although the amount of income is decreed on Rosh Hashanah,
the way it comes — with strain and anxiety or with ease and dignity — is greatly dependent on the inner state of the
recipient. One who runs after his livelihood with a mind full of fear and a heart full of tension is in truth affirming
that the shefa depends on his own agitation; by that very stance he distances himself from the tranquility of the Ein
Sof. Whereas one who does his necessary hishtadlut with a settled and joyful trust, knowing that the true source is

above, opens himself to receive the same decreed sum in a way that does not crush him.

And with regard to emotional wellbeing itself, the Alter Rebbe explains that joy is not a result of resolved
circumstances but a decision of the nefesh to dwell in its Divine point. Thus, even before the external situation has
changed, the person who awakens simchah shel mitzvah has already become a different kind of vessel, and it is to

that transformed keli that the subsequent berachah can attach.

Yet, there is place to ask: how can one sustain such simchah when the eyes see lack — in health, in income, in
shalom — and the heart is naturally pulled to worry? Here is infroduced the inyan of emunah. For emunah is not
only a root of mitzvot in the mind, but a living midah of the heart that binds the person to the hashgachah pratis of
Hashem in every detail. And the Baal Shem Tov taught that emunah itself draws down parnassah, as is alluded to in
the word “emunat’cha ba'leilot” — that the faith one exercises in times of darkness becomes the very channel

through which his sustenance is granted.

The explanation: sustenance in this world is shefa that must cross many levels of concealment. At each level there
are prosecuting forces that demand measure and strict accounting. Emunah, however, binds the person directly to
the Ein Sof as He is beyond measure, for the believer does not insist on understanding the “how” and “why” of
the flow. In that state of simple trust, he is like a child at the table of his father, not calculating portions but
confident in the father’s will to provide. This very stance disarms the middat hadin and allows the shefa to pass

through the higher worlds with fewer constrictions.

And the same is frue in health and in menuchat hanefesh. When a person’s emunah is weak, every fluctuation in
circumstance shakes him, his inner world becomes turbulent, and his vessels crack under the strain. But when
emunah is strong, he remains attached to a point that is beyond fluctuation. The body then is spared the constant
storm of stress, the mind is less tormented by imagined futures, and the heart can remain open. Not that emunah
is a segulah in the superficial sense, as though belief forces the hand of Heaven, G d forbid; rather, emunah

aligns the lower will with the higher will, and in that alignment the natural channels of blessing are unobstructed.

Still, there is a further condition that the Zohar reveals: that berachah does not rest on what is exposed to all eyes,
but on what is hidden. This is the secret of tzniut. For just as above the root of shefa is in the hidden mochin, in
that which is not grasped, so too below, the keli that best holds blessing is one that preserves a measure of

inwardness and concealment. When a person publicizes every defail of his success, flaunts his wealth, displays
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his body, or makes a spectacle even of his holiness, he drags the point of berachah out of its hidden root into the
domain of separation and critique. The eyes of others, with their admixture of jealousy and judgment, arouse

parallel forces above, measuring and scrutinizing the flow that until now was proceeding in quiet.

Likkutei Torah explains that the Shechinah rests specifically where there is tzniut, for the Divine Presence is itself an
inyan of modesty, of “kol kevudah bat melech penimah” — the glory of the King's daughter is inward. The
Shechinah does not dwell in a clamorous place, but where matters of holiness are conducted without fanfare,
where the body is clothed with dignity, where wealth is used generously but not advertised, where intimacy is
guarded behind the closed door of a Jewish home. There the Shechinah says: here is a keli that resembles My

own mode, for | too am “hidden from all hidden,” and therefore | can rest here.

And this sheds light on the phrase “Yevarechecha Hashem veyishmerecha.” The avodah is not only that Hashem
should bless, but also that the blessing should be guarded — that it should be able to remain and not be
dissipated. The “guarding” is the work of the keli: bitul so that the person not ascribe the blessing to himself;
simchah so that the heart be wide to contain it; emunah so that he does not, in times of challenge, kick at the very
source of his life; and tzniut so that the blessing remain in its proper hiddenness. When these inner middot are
present, the shefa that has been drawn becomes guarded within him like water in a sealed cistern, not evaporating

through the cracks of ego, sadness, doubt, and exhibition.

Thus, in all three domains — in bodily health, in parnassah, and in the emotional life — the pattern is one: the
objective decrees of Above are channeled into subjective experience according to the state of the keilim. It
follows that a person’s primary work, beyond the concrete observance of Torah and mitzvot, is the refinement of
these inner qualities, for they are the “walls and vessels” into which the light must settle. And as these are refined,
the person finds that the same external circumstances that once brought only pressure and constriction are now

transformed into frameworks within which the Divine berachah can be felt.

Yet, even after all this, there remains to explain how this clarified keli of the individual relates to those bound with
him. For the soul of man is not a solitary point; its natural expansion is to spouse, to children, to all those whose
lives are knit with his. If so, when a person refines his inner vessels, does this affect only his own shefa, or does it
extend to those around him? How does the blessing that rests in the inwardness of the individual spread outward
into the structure of the Jewish home, which is a mikdash me'at? To understand this, we must now contemplate the
inyan of berachah as it is magnified and compounded within the home, where two lives join and become one

vessel for the Shechinah.

5 . Blessing in the Home

However, before entering into the particulars of husband and wife, parents and children, and the physical structure
of the house, it is first necessary to establish what is the very inyan of “home” in holiness. For if we would say that
the home is only the place where the individual extends himself spatially — a larger garment for the same singular

nefesh — then indeed, the blessing that rests upon him could at most be divided among those present, and there

sacredbridgecollective.com/awakened-library/blessing-in-matter Sacred Bridge Collective 13/87



would be no concept of compounded shefa. But if the home is, in its root, a new configuration of G dliness, a
mikdash me'at, then the very joining of lives and the sanctification of space generate a vessel of another order

entirely.

And this is the meaning of what is explained in the words of our Sages, that “Ish ve'ishah, zachu, Shechinah
beineihem” — husband and wife who merit, the Shechinah is between them. It does not say that the Shechinah
rests upon each of them separately, but davka “between them,” that the primary dwelling of the Divine Presence is
in the relational space that emerges from their union. This teaches that the bayit haYehudi is not a mere sum of two

individuals, but a third reality, an “in-between,” within which the Name of Havayah is drawn and revealed.

And the Gemara continues: if they do not merit, “esh ochaltan” — fire consumes them. That is, the very letters of
ish (aleph yud shin) and ishah (aleph shin heh) contain the Name Y H, and when these letters of the Name are
present, the fire (esh) of their individuality is sublimated to be a holy fire, like the fire upon the altar in the
Mikdash; but when the lefters Y H are removed, there remains only destructive fire. From this it is understood that
the home, in its essence, is structured as a kind of mizbeach; the natural heat and energy of man and woman, their
drives and emotions, can either burn in self destructive separation, or, when the Divine Name is “between them,”

can rise as an elevation offering that draws down new shefa from Above.

According fo this, Shalom Bayit is not merely a psychological convenience or a moral imperative, but is the very
vessel for blessing in the home. For peace is precisely that condition in which the Name Y H can remain between
them; discord and strife, by contrast, “push out” the Shechinah, as it were, and then the same fire that could have
ascended as a korban turns inward to consume the structure. And like we find by the Beit HaMikdash, that only
when there was shalom between the keruvim, “face to face,” did the Shechinah dwell there in revealed manner, so
too in the miniature sanctuary of the home: the turning of the spouses’ faces toward one another with kindness

and respect forms the panim el panim through which blessing can pass.

This also explains a wondrous point brought in the Zohar, that the Shechinah does not depart from a Jewish home
in which husband and wife are united in holiness, and that all their children are nourished from that indwelling
Presence. For the Shechinah is called “Imma lla'ah” and “Matronita,” the supernal Mother and Queen, and she is
the source of all nurturing shefa to the lower worlds. When she is present in a home, the entire mode of flow
changes: the bread on the table, the water in the pitcher, the health of the bodies, and the sensitivity of the hearts
are all being sustained not only from the general Divine life that animates all creatures, but from the particular
hashra’ah of the Shechinah as in a Mikdash. Therefore, the berachah that is drawn is not in the measure of each

individual's kli alone, but in the measure of the Shechinah’s dwelling — which is beyond all measure.

And this is alluded to also in the halachic definition of the home as a mikdash me‘at, as explained at length in the
maamarim of the Rebbe Rashab. For a mikdash is not only a holy place; it is a structure whose whole purpose is
hamshachah, to draw down G dliness from a higher world into a lower. The Heichal, the Menorah, the Shulchan,
and the Mizbeach are all tzinorim for different modalities of shefa. So too, the different components of the home
— the doorway, the table, the bed, the light — are each, when sanctified according to Torah, channels for different

aspects of blessing.
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Thus, at the doorway, the Torah commanded the mitzvah of mezuzah. Superficially, it is a sign upon the doorpost;
but in its inner meaning, it is the very gate of the house, the point where the light of the world outside and the
inner sanctity of the home meet. In halachah, the mezuzah must be set within the tefach adjacent to the outside,
slightly leaning inward; this hints that the flow from the public domain into the private must pass by the Divine
Name written within, so that all entering and leaving be under its hashpa'ah. And in the letters of “Sh D Y” written
upon the outer side, the Sages saw “Shomer Daltot Yisrael” — He who guards the doors of Israel. That is, the
mezuzah forms a spiritual seal that both guards the shefa within from dispersing chaotically outward, and filters the

external influences that seek to enter, so that only those compatible with holiness may pass.

From here we understand how the mezuzah is not only a protective segulah, but a constant hamshachah of
blessing: it defines the space within as a keli for Shechinah. When a house is marked thus at its threshold, its very
walls become like the walls of the Heichal, and all that transpires within — eating, sleeping, speaking, laboring —
is elevated to the category of avodah in the Mikdash. And therefore, the berachah resting there is not limited to
moments of explicit mitzvah, but extends also to the so called mundane acts, for the space that holds them is

sanctified.

Similarly, in the inner of the home, the Shabbat candles and the kiddush upon wine are not only commemorations,
but acts of hamshachah. The woman of the house, lighting candles before Shabbos, draws an or pnimiy that
chases away the spiritual darkness and confusion of the week and renders the home a vessel for Shabbos light.
The Rebbeim explained that this light extends into the eyes and hearts of the children, granting them a certain
clarity and warmth in both Torah and conduct. This is a form of shefa that is not accessed by the individual alone;
it is precisely the presence of a shared dwelling, of children around the table, that makes this light multiplicitous,

diffusing into many souls from one ner mitzvah.

Kiddush, too, over a cup of wine at the family table, is a drawing down of sanctity into the realm of eating and
drinking. The Shulchan, upon which the bread is set, is compared in our sources to the Shulchan in the Heichal,
upon which the Lechem HaPanim rested “lefanai tamid” — continually before Me. And it is with respect to this that
the verse “He will bless your bread and your water” takes on its deeper meaning in the context of the home: the
bread and water are not only the individual’s sustenance, but the shared food of the family, eaten in purity, in
kashrut, with words of Torah and praise. When the table is thus, it becomes a mizbeach; the crumbs that fall are
like the remnants of the korban, and the eating itself becomes a kind of avodah, sweetening dinim and drawing

chessed.

It emerges that the kashrut of the home is not a private stringency, but the formative condition of its being a
mikdash meat. Treif food, G d forbid, infroduces a foreign orlah into the very building blocks of the bodies and
characters of the household; it closes channels of perception and obstructs shefa. Kosher food, eaten in holiness,
on the other hand, constructs bodies that are fitting keilim for the Shechinah. Therefore, when the verse promises
“He will bless your bread and your water,” it is not only speaking of quantity — that there will be bread and water
in sufficient amount — but that the Divine Presence will dwell in that very bread and water, nourishing souls and

bodies in a way that multiplies and extends berachah across generations.
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From here we can understand the special connection between the home as mikdash me‘at and the blessing of
children, both in the sense of fertility and in the sense of their spiritual and material success. For children are
called “netzah netzachim” — the eternal extension of the parents; they are the point where the shefa of life that
passed through the parents transcends their individual lifespan and becomes a new world. When the home is a
vessel for the Shechinah, the zivug of husband and wife is likened to the union of Kudsha Brich Hu and
Shechintei, which is the source of all worlds and all souls. Then, the children born of such a union are literally
“children of the dwelling Presence,” and the blessing that rests upon them is beyond the natural calculation of

heredity and environment.

And even where, in revealed manner, there is a challenge in the inyan of children — whether in their coming into
the world or in their path within it — the making of the home into a true mikdash me‘at has an immense effect on
sweetening and opening channels. For the Shechinah, when present in a home, advocates, as it were, for its
inhabitants in the supernal courts; she testifies that here is a dwelling prepared for G dliness, and that shefa of life
and of nachas ruach in children is fitting to rest there. Thus, peace between husband and wife, Shabbat candles,
kiddush, mezuzah, kashrut of the kitchen, and the like, are not disparate practices, but facets of one structure: the

building of a vessel in which blessing for generations can settle.

According to all the above, family life is revealed not as the sharing of a fixed amount of berachah among multiple
recipients, but as a mode in which berachah itself changes quality, becoming more pervasive, more enduring,
and more deeply clothed in the physical. The unity of husband and wife draws down a Name between them that
no individual could draw alone; the sanctification of space through mezuzah and Shabbos light turns the very
walls and furniture into keilim for Shechinah; the table, bed, and daily routines become altars and vessels from

which shefa radiates outward to children and to all who enter.

And once this is established regarding the home, it is understood that there is a further expansion still. For just as
the individual expands into bayit, and the bayit becomes a mikdash me‘at drawing down a new order of blessing,
so too many such homes, joined together in kedushah, form a broader structure — a kehillah — within which yet
higher levels of Shechinah can dwell, and from which forms of communal berachah flow that no single home can
elicit. To explain this inyan, that community is a collective vessel for abundance, requires a further contemplation in
the nature of the Shechinah’s dwelling among ten, and in the structure of Israel as one body, which will be

elucidated in the continuation.

6 - Community as Collective Vessel

And from this we come to the inyan of kehillah. For since we have explained that when one bayit is arranged as a
mikdash me'at, a new level of Shechinah dwells there and from there shefa radiates, we must say that when many
such homes are bound together in one city, one neighborhood, one community of Israel, there is formed a still

higher configuration of vessels, a klal, in which the Shechinah dwells in a way that utterly transcends the dwelling

in any individual bayit.
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This is the meaning of that which our Sages said (Berachot 8a): “Birkat ha tzibbur einah chozeret reikam — the

blessing of the community is never repelled.” At first glance one could ask: why should the fact that many people
stand together in prayer, or in any communal inyan, give them an advantage over the individual? If each person is
judged according to his own deeds and his own keilim, let the shefa for each be measured according to his own

state; what is added by the gathering of the many?

However, the matter is that the term tzibbur in holiness does not mean a mere sum of separate persons, but a new
metziut — a collective nefesh — that comes into being when Jews are joined in kedushah. And concerning this new
metziut it is said that its berachah is never repelled, for it stands, as it were, in a different place in the order of

hishtalshelut than the individuals that compose it.

This is why the Shechinah’s dwelling among ten is defined in a special way. The Zohar says (Ill 71b) that wherever
ten are gathered, the Shechinah dwells. Not: “if there are ten tzaddikim,” not “ten who understand,” but ten Jews
as such, provided they are united for a davar shebikedushah. And the explanation in Chassidus is known, that ten
constitute a complete structure of the Sefiros — ten and not nine, ten and not eleven — so that when ten neshamot
are bound together, each one as a spark corresponding to a particular middah, they form a complete merkavah
for the Divine configuration above, and thus they elicit a mode of Shechinah that is not drawn by an individual, for

an individual is only a bechinah of prat, not of klal.

And still we must understand: what is the to'eles for shefa in this that there is a complete structure of ten? Why

should the completion of the “body” above result in a blessing that is not repelled?

The inyan can be understood by first recalling what was explained earlier regarding the flow of shefa through the
mochin and middos info Malchus. There we spoke of the individual soul: that only when all faculties are aligned —
Chochmah, Binah, Daas, the middos of the heart, and Malchus in speech and action — can there be a yashrus, a
straightness of the tzinor, and then the higher light is drawn without distortion. Now, just as it is in the individual,
so it is in the collective. A community of Israel that is arranged according to Torah becomes as one great Adam, in
whom there are those whose avodah is primarily in Chochmah, others in Binah, others in Chesed, Gevurah, and
so on, down to those who correspond to Malchus — the doers, the simple Jews whose main avodah is maaseh
bepoel. When they are joined in ahdus and each one fulfills his tafkid without negating the other, then the kehillah
as a whole is like a complete Partzuf, and through such a Partzuf, an abundance can be drawn from above that has

no keli in the partial structure of an individual.

This is also the inner meaning of the saying that “the blessing of the community is never repelled.” Repelling of
shefa happens when there is a lack of correspondence between the light and the vessel, or when some part of the
channel is obstructed. But in a tzibbur that is truly joined, even if this individual’s Chochmah is lacking, there is
another who completes that, and where this one's Chesed is flawed, another’s Gevurah rectifies, and so on. Thus
the collective keli is complete, and even if the shefa cannot settle in a revealed manner on every prat, the

hamshachah to the klal is not turned back empty.
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From this we can understand also why our Sages were so stringent that devarim shebikedushah require a minyan.
For a davar shebikedushah, whether Kaddish, Kedushah, or the repetition of the Amidah, is not merely prayer in
the sense of request, but an inyan of hamshachah, of sanctity being drawn into the lower worlds. Such a
hamshachah demands a keli that is commensurate with the light; therefore ten are required, to constitute the image

of the Sefiros in which the Shechinah can rest.

And just as in prayer, so too in all communal avodah — in tzedakah, in Torah learning, in fasting and crying out in

times of need — the power is not only that of “many merits,” but the creation of this communal vessel.

This is elucidated at length regarding the inyan of communal tzedakah. In Iggeres HaKodesh it is explained that
when a city’s Jews join together to give tzedakah for the needs of the community, this has a special koach to
protect the whole city — not only the givers — from harsh decrees. Here too, the question can be asked: if
protection is a matter of din and cheshbon, why should the poor of the city be protected because others gave

tzedakah? And if it is a matter of the merits of the givers, let it protect them personally; why the entire city?

But the explanation is as above: communal tzedakah fashions a klali dikeh keli. The city itself becomes, as it were,
a vessel of chesed. For when Jews gather and take upon themselves the achrayus for widows, orphans, schools,
mikvaos, and the like, they engrave in the spiritual configuration of that place a middas ha chesed that is not
dependent on any one individual’s heart, but is woven into the very being of the kehillah. Thus, when the attribute
of judgment, Heaven forfend, is aroused upon that place, there stands opposite it not merely the zechus of Ploni
or Almoni, but a whole Partzuf of chesed — a city that is a kli for beneficence — and this has the power to sweeten

and deflect the din for all inhabitants.

This is also the pnimius of what we see in practice: that communal institutions — a beis haknesses, a beis midrash,
a cheder and yeshivah, a gemach — are not merely conveniences or social frameworks, but channels of shefa for
the entire city. The Rebbeim explained that a city that supports Torah learning of children, that maintains a mikveh,
that sustains houses of davenen and of limud, draws down a light of protection and blessing that extends also to
those who themselves do not enter these places. For the institution is a communal keli; it belongs to the city, to the
kehillah. When a child learns Alef Beis in the cheder, his voice ascends not only in the merit of his parents, but in
the name of the whole community that built and maintains that cheder. Thus, there is drawn down a general shefa

of chein and hatzlachah upon the place.

And this is the inner reason why the sages instituted that in times of drought or other communal tzarah there be
public fasts and tefillos. On the surface, it appears as a mere increase in the quantity of prayer — more people
crying out ought to be more effective. But according to the inyan we are explaining, the essential point is that the
tzibbur stands as one. The elders and the children, the wealthy and the poor, all gather to the same beis
haknesses, fast on the same day, cry the same Selichos. By this, the community configures itself above as a unified
Partzuf, and thus it can re arrange, so to speak, the supernal channels of shefa, such as the flow of rain and of

sustenance.
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Rain in particular is always presented in Torah as the paradigm of shefa from above. When it is withheld, it is a

sign that the tzinor between higher waters and lower waters is constricted. Through public fasts and prayers, the
kehillah itself becomes a straightened conduit, and then the higher arrangement of mochin and middos for that
year can be sweetened and re channeled, so that the rain descends not as destruction but as berachah, “matar

I'berachah velo I’kelalah.”

This power of the communal vessel is revealed in a particularly luminous way in the inyan of a Chassidishe
farbrengen. It is known the saying of the Rebbeim, that a farbrengen of Chassidim can accomplish more than the
angel Michael. Here too, one might wonder: how can the simple gathering of Jews around a table, speaking
words of Chassidus, singing niggunim, and arousing one another in teshuvah and ahavas Yisrael, accomplish

more than a supernal sar?

But the explanation is that the angel, even Michael, is a particular force — a bechinah of one middah, Chesed for
example, in its fixed measure. He stands in his ordered place in the seder hishtalshelus. A farbrengen, by contrast,
when it is conducted in true hiskashrus to the Rebbe and in ahdus among those present, is the revelation of the
nefesh ha klalis of the kehillah in this world. Ten Jews, and often more, each with his individual path and nature,
join in one kavanas halev: to draw closer to Elokus and to each other. The niggun draws the middos, the maamar
draws the mochin, the I'chaim and the mutual encouragement draw the koach ha poel into concrete hachlatos to
improve in Torah, tefillah, and gemilus chassadim. In this way, the entire structure of ten Sefiros in their

infer inclusion is awakened in the klal, and this arousal below opens an answering arousal above in the nefesh

ha klalis of Israel. From there, extraordinary hamshachos can be elicited, including the overturning of harsh
decrees, healings, and salvations in revealed good, in a way that a particular angel, fixed in his path, cannot

accomplish.

Thus, we begin to see that kehillah is not merely many individuals in proximity, but a distinct level in the whole
seder of berachah. Just as the individual must be a clear kli in his personal mochin, middos, and maaseh, and just
as the bayit must be ordered as a mikdash me‘at with its mezuzah, its Shabbos table, and its Shalom Bayis, so too
the community must arrange itself in a pattern parallel to the supernal Partzufim, if it wishes to be a conduit for

klali dikeh shefa.

In practical terms, this means that in a kehillah there must be those who are the “mochin” — Rabbanim and
melamdim who give direction in Torah and yiras Shamayim; there must be those who are the “middos” — men and
women whose primary avodah is in acts of kindness, visiting the sick, comforting mourners, gladdening bride and
groom; and there must be those who are the “maaseh” and Malchus — askanim who build mikvaos, schools,
shuls, and gemachim, who see to the physical needs of the community. When all these are bound together not as
competing interests but as limbs of one body, then the kehillah becomes a kli for a communal Shechinah, and by
consequence, the blessing that rests upon it pervades every individual and home within it, even beyond their

personal measure.

sacredbridgecollective.com/awakened-library/blessing-in-matter Sacred Bridge Collective 19/87



On the other hand, when there is pirud in the community, machlokes and jealousy, or when each group seeks its
own honor rather than the honor of Heaven, then the “body” above is fragmented; the ten no longer stand as ten,
and the Shechinah, which dwells only where there is achdus in kedushah, withdraws, Heaven protect us. Then
even the homes that are personally ordered as mikdash me‘at feel constriction, for their channels are tied into the

greater pipe of the city.

From all this it is understood that the inyan of berachah cannot be apprehended in isolation. The full measure of
G dly abundance is revealed only when the individual, the home, and the kehillah are all aligned. And yet, even
community is not the final circle. For Israel is called “one nation in the earth,” and the Torah speaks not only of
blessing for a city or for a land, but of a shefa that extends to “all the families of the earth.” If so, we must
understand: just as the kehillah stands as a body above the homes within it, so too the people of Israel as a whole
stand as a supernal body encompassing all communities and cities. What is the inyan of this global nefesh

ha klalis? How does the avodah of Israel as a nation draw berachah not only for themselves but for the entire
world, and in particular in our generation, which stands at the threshold of the Geulah, what is the new form of kli

through which this planetary shefa is drawn?

To clarify this, that the ultimate purpose of all berachah is the rectification of all worlds through the avodah of the

Jewish people, requires a further explanation, in

7 - Global Shefa and the World’s Rectification

order to understand the inyan of berachah as it is in its ultimate tachlis, that it is not only for the individual and not

only for the kehillah, but is in truth a process of the rectification of all worlds.

Behold, the beginning of this is already in the words that were spoken to Avraham Avinu, the first of the believers,
where it is said: “And | will make you into a great nation... and all the families of the earth shall be blessed through
you.” At first glance this is a wondrous expression. For it would have sufficed to say that Avraham himself will be
blessed, or that his seed will be blessed. Why does it add “all the families of the earth,” and further, that they shall
be blessed davka “through you” (or: “by you”)?

From this itself it is understood that the very definition of the nation of Israel is that they are not only a receiver of
berachah for themselves, but that their metzius is to be a conduit through which the Divine shefa extends to all the
families of the earth. And this is not merely that they will be a cause in the sense of a zechus, that in their merit the
world will be blessed, but that there is an ontological inyan here—that they are the tzinor through which the

hamshachah passes to all created existence.

This is emphasized more in the words of the Navi, “For from Zion shall go forth Torah, and the word of Hashem
from Yerushalayim.” The Navi is speaking there of the days of Moshiach, when “many peoples will go and say:
Come, let us go up to the mountain of Hashem... for from Zion shall go forth Torah.” Here again, the shefa of
Torah, which is the inner vitality of all worlds, is described as going forth from Zion outward. Zion is not described

merely as a place where Torah is received, but as a source from which Torah issues to the nations.
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And the culmination is in the promise: “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of Hashem as waters cover
the sea.” Here we see that the ultimate tachlis is not only that Israel will know Hashem, but that the entire earth—kol
ha'aretz, all creatures and lands—will be filled with a daas Elokus that encompasses and permeates like water that
covers the seabed. It comes out that the true tachlis of berachah is that all metzius of olam (world), that is,

concealment and limitation, should be penetrated and suffused with daas of Ein Sof.

However, we must still understand: what is the seder of this, that the blessing for “all the families of the earth” and
the knowledge of Hashem that fills “the earth” must pass davka through Avraham and through Zion? Why can
there not be a direct shefa from Ein Sof to all nations and all lands without this “through you”? Furthermore, how is
this connected with what was explained above, that berachah is hamshachah from a higher madreigah to a lower,
requiring vessels of bitul and achdus? What is the special nature of Israel that makes them the kliklali for a

planetary shefa?

The explanation in this is according to what the Zohar and Midrash state, that “Yisrael in the world are like the heart
in the body.” The body has many limbs and organs, each with its function, but the heart stands in the center,
receiving the blood and life from the brain and distributing it to all limbs equally. It is understood that the limbs
themselves cannot receive directly from the mochin (brain), for they are too distant and their keilim are not in the
same seder as the mochin. Rather it must pass through an intermediary that is both close to the mochin and close

to the limbs, and this is the heart.

So too, the Zohar says that Yisrael are the heart of all the nations. They receive the chiyus from the supernal
mochin—Torah and mitzvos, penimiyus haElokus—and they distribute that chiyus, each according to its place and
its keili, to all the “limbs,” 1o all peoples and all aspects of the world. This is the inyan of “all the families of the
earth shall be blessed through you”—that the shefa is drawn from above into the “heart,” and from there spreads

to all.

And according to this, we can understand the special place of Eretz Yisrael in the seder of global berachah. In
Likkutei Torah it is explained on the verses of birkat ha'aretz, that the blessing that rests on Eretz Yisrael is not only
for its own fruits and produce, but that Eretz Yisrael is the “land of life,” the land in which Elokus is revealed, and
she thus becomes the channel through which chiyus flows to all lands. This is the inner meaning of “a land which
Hashem your G d seeks; the eyes of Hashem your G d are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the
end of the year”—that the hashgachah pratis and hamshachah of chiyus passes through this land, and from it it

extends, as from a heart, to all corners of the globe.

And this is also the secret of “from Zion shall go forth Torah”—that Zion, which is the bechinah of Malchus of
Kedushah as it is revealed in this world, is the point where the supernal Torah, which is the mochin of Atzilus, finds
a keli in the world. When Torah is lived and revealed in Zion, then it becomes a “going forth,” a spreading of
Divine daas to the nations. It is not only that the nations will come to hear Torah, but that the Torah as it is clothed
in Zion's reality—Torah within a people, a land, a society—radiates outward as a living model of Elokus within

gashmiyus.
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Yet we must still understand: all this speaks of a future state of Geulah, when the order of the world will be
different. But even now, in the time of galus, the Torah already promised to Avraham “all the families of the earth
shall be blessed through you.” How is this fulfilled in the present, when Elokus is concealed, and many nations do

not yet recognize Hashem? In what manner are they being blessed “through you” already now?

To understand this, we must recall the inyan of birur hanitzotzot. It is known from the writings of the Arizal that in all
places of the world there are nitzotzei kedushah, sparks of Divine light, which fell in the shviras hakeilim and are
now enclothed within the metzius of gashmiyus and within the seventy nations. The avodah of Israel through Torah
and mitzvos, and particularly through their involvement in worldly matters—business, travel, commerce—is to

refine and elevate these sparks, returning them to their source.

When a Jew travels to a far place for business, or is involved with the affairs of nations, and he behaves there
according to Torah, with emunah and bitul, then he is not only drawing berachah to himself. He is extracting the
hidden nitzotz of that place, that culture, that economic system, and reconnecting it to its source in Elokus. This is
the inner meaning of “you shall be to Me... a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”—that in all their involvements
they function as kohanim to the world, lifting up the offerings of the nations, so to speak, by revealing the Divine

spark within them.

In this way, even when the nations are unaware, they are being blessed “through you.” For their material existence,
their cultures and technologies, receive a different kind of chiyus when the hidden spark within them has been
elevated by the avodah of Israel. Their parnassah, their peace, their advances in knowledge and order—all these
are sustained by the inner chiyus that flows through the “heart,” through Israel, even in a time when the “body”

does not yet feel from where its life derives.

And this leads to a deeper question: if the nations do not yet recognize the source of this shefa, and if the sparks
are bound in such deep concealment, how can the process of birur reach a completion that will bring about the
state described by the Navi, “the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of Hashem as waters cover the sea”? For
that state is not only that the sparks are elevated in a hidden manner, but that the knowledge of Hashem itself fills

the consciousness of all.

Here is revealed another dimension in the inyan of global shefa—the shift from a world-consciousness of scarcity

to a consciousness of Divine plenty. For the nature of olam, as we said, is concealment, which breeds a sense of

lack and separation: each being sees itself as a separate metzius, in competition with others for limited resources.
This is the root of wars and exploitation, of fear and grasping. As long as the world is held in this daas of “there is
not enough,” the berachah that flows from above is forced to clothe itself in forms of struggle and conflict, and

even the great shefa that exists in potential cannot be revealed in a way of menuchah and shalom.

But the promise of the Neviim is that there will come a time when the very consciousness of the world will change.
“They shall neither harm nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of
Hashem as waters cover the sea.” When a person stands within the sea, he sees only water; the seabed and all

that is within it is completely subsumed and nullified within the encompassing water. So too, the future daas of
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creation will be such that the very metzius of worldliness will be felt as nothing other than Elokus. Then there will
be no place for the feeling of scarcity, for it will be revealed that “the earth is full of His glory,” and that all

existence is constantly receiving from an infinite Source.

Now, it is explained in the sichos of our Nesi’im, and especially in the teachings of our generation, that we are
already seeing a taste of this inyan in the great abundance of gashmiyus that has appeared in the world in the last
generations, particularly in the area of parnassah and in the progress of technology. For in truth, the material
resources of the world, if utilized with yashrus, could provide for all its inhabitants, and the technologies of

communication and production have made possible a level of plenty that was unimaginable in earlier generations.

However, this very abundance is double-edged. On the one hand, it is a sign that the shefa of Ein Sof is coming
closer to revelation in the lowest worlds, that the tzimtzumim are being softened, and that the potential for Geulah
is ripening. On the other hand, as long as the daas of the world is still one of separateness, this abundance can

be grabbed by a few, used for self-exaltation, or turned into new forms of distraction and concealment.

Thus we see that the ultimate inyan of berachah is not merely that there should be more shefa in quantity, but that
the daas of the receivers should be transformed so that they perceive the Source within the shefa. This is the shift
from scarcity-consciousness to Divine-plenty-consciousness. Not only that people will feel that “there is enough,”
but that they will feel that “all is from Him and for Him,” and therefore competition and jealousy will fall away of

themselves.

And here we return to the inyan of “from Zion shall go forth Torah.” For what is it that can transform the daas of
the world, if not Torah? The very etzem of Torah is daas Elokus as it descends into chochmah and binah of the
human mind. When Torah goes forth from Zion—not only as abstract teachings, but as a living embodiment of
how to relate to possessions, to time, to the body, to the stranger—then the nations receive a new model of what it

means to live with plenty in a way of kedushah.

Moreover, in the inner dimension, when penimiyus halorah is revealed and spread, it gives to the world a new
language and consciousness in which Elokus is felt as the very core of metzius. This prepares the vessels of the

nations to receive the revelation of Moshiach, when this daas will be experienced by all.

According to all the above, we can understand that the avodah of an individual Jew with regard to berachah, and
even the avodah of a kehillah, cannot be limited to their own circle. For the very definition of Israel is that they are
the “heart” that pumps chiyus to all; and the very promise to Avraham is that “all the families of the earth shall be
blessed through you.” Therefore, whenever a Jew draws down berachah through Torah and mitzvos, and whenever
a community becomes a kli for Shechinah, there is automatically a hamshachah that radiates beyond their

boundaries, affecting their city, their country, and ultimately the entire world.

And this is particularly emphasized in our generation, when, as mentioned, the shefa of gashmiyus and the
inferconnection of the world have reached a new quality. The networks of travel and communication have made it

that the actions of one small group can have an influence on multitudes across the globe. This is itself a reflection
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of the inner truth that humanity is one body, and that Israel are the heart. The question is only: will this

inferconnectedness be used to spread a daas of self and scarcity, or to spread a daas of Elokus and plenty?

From this it is understood that the inyan of berachah today, in the time close to the Geulah, demands from us a
new mode of avodah—that our drawing down of shefa for ourselves, for our homes and communities, be
consciously joined with the intention of rectifying the world, of filling the earth with daas Hashem. How this new
mode is revealed specifically in the avodah of the present generation, and what is the special kli that has been
given into our hands to draw this planetary shefa in a way of Geulah—this will be understood by first explaining
the inyan of the “Eighth Generation,” and how in it the wellsprings of the inner dimension of Torah themselves

have become the principal channel of all blessing.

8 . The Eighth Generation Channel

However, all the above is still in the manner that the seder ha'ishtalshelus remains as it was, and the avodah of man
is fo align with it, to straighten the pipes, to purify the keilim, so that the shefa that is already structured in the
worlds should be received in a way of berachah. But according to what is explained in the teachings of the
Rebbeim concerning our generation, there is a further inyan: that in ikvesa d’Meshicha there is a certain

hischadshus not only in the keilim below, but in the revealed mode of hamshachas ha'or above itself.

For the Baal Shem Tov already heard from Moshiach that the Geulah depends on “yafutzu mayanosecha
chutzah” —that the wellsprings of the inner dimension of Torah be spread outward. And in the generations after
him, and especially in the generation of the Rebbeim of Chabad, this was explained to mean that penimiyus
halorah, which is rooted in the pnimiyus of Keter, in Atik and Arich, must be drawn down and revealed within the
lowest levels of the revealed world, until even the “chutzah” —the outermost, coarsest places in the world and in

the human psyche—are permeated with daas Elokus.

Now, when the Baal Shem Tov heard this, the world was still in a state where the “body” of humanity was not yet
felt as one. Each country, each city, each individual, was relatively separate. The shefa of the world, both gashmi
and ruchni, passed through more localized channels. But the Rebbeim of Chabad, and in particular the Nesiim of
the later generations, pointed out that as the time of Geulah draws nearer, the very metzius of the world changes;
the interconnection of all parts of the world becomes revealed in gashmiyus, through the development of travel, of

communication, and ultimately of instant information-flow and economic interdependence.

And the Rebbe explained that this is not a mere side-phenomenon, but an expression of the inner inyan of
“yafutzu mayanosecha chutzah”: that the world itself is being prepared to function as one body, in which every
limb is bound with the others, and where a movement in one extremity is immediately felt throughout. In such a
world, the very definition of a tzinor for shefa is different. For when the body is fragmented, each limb receives
primarily according to its own merit and its own direct connection to the heart. But when the body’s unity is
revealed, the shefa travels first and foremost through the interconnections themselves—through the networks that

bind limb to limb.
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This is the beginning of the inyan of the “Seventh Generation,” as explained by the Rebbe. The Alter Rebbe stated
that he was the first of the seven generations from the Baal Shem Tov, corresponding to the seven sefirot of
hishtalshelus, whose task is to draw the Shechinah down until she rests in the lowest world. And the Rebbe
explained that we are the seventh generation, like Moshe Rabbeinu who was the seventh from Avraham, about
whom it is said that “kol hashvi'in chavivin”—all sevenths are beloved. The special task of the seventh generation is
not merely to continue the work of refinement as before, but to complete the hamshachah of Shechinah into the

very lowest gashmiyus, into the “heels” of the body, into the ikvesa d’Meshicha.

From this it is understood that in our time the main avodah is davka in the most physical aspects of life: in
transforming the gashmiyus itself into a keli for Elokus, in making business, technology, the public square, and the
daily life of the street into a dwelling place for the Divine. And this is possible only through the revelation of
penimiyus halorah, for only the inner light, rooted in the Ein Sof that transcends all limitation, has the power to

permeate and unify such distant and coarse realms without being diminished.

Yet, even this description of the Seventh Generation still speaks in terms of drawing the Shechinah into the lowest.
The Rebbe added that as we come to the threshold of Geulah, there is revealed a deeper pattern, in which not
only is the Infinite drawn into the finite, but the finite itself awakens to its inner identity as a direct expression of the
Infinite; not only does the giver bestow on the receiver, but the receiver becomes a conscious partner in the

giving; not only do opposites meet, but they are revealed as two sides of one essential truth.

We may describe this, in the language of Chassidus, as a new gilui of the yichuda ila'ah—the higher unity—in the
very place where until now the avodah was primarily in yichuda tata'ah, the lower unity. In terms of seder
ha'ishtalshelus, until now the main emphasis was on Malchus and the lower worlds recognizing that “ein od
milvado,” that despite the appearance of yeshus they are nothing before Him. Now there begins to be revealed an
ohr from the atzmius of Ein Sof, in which the very existence of the yesh is known as a direct articulation of Atzmus;

the world is not merely nullified to Elokus, but seen as the very place of His revelation.

In order to give a name to this pattern, we may speak of a mode of gilui in which opposite poles—Infinite and
finite, giver and receiver, sovev and memale—are held together consciously in one living unity, each revealing the
other. Not that the Infinite cancels the finite, nor that the finite limits the Infinite, but that the very distinction
between them is transcended in the awareness of Atzmus, Who is the true “Mehaveh” of both. This is the inner

secret of “Hashem Echad” as it will be revealed in the time of Moshiach.

And the novelty of our era is that this pattern is no longer only a concealed truth above, but begins to be the
revealed seder of avodah below. In earlier generations, the flow of berachah followed the structure of distinct
levels and distinct keilim: Kohanim here, Yisrael there; Torah scholars here, businessmen there; Eretz Yisrael here,
chutz la'aretz there. Shefa descended through clear hierarchies. Now, as the “one body” of humanity is revealed,
and as the “one body” of Klal Yisrael spreads out to every corner of the globe, the primary conduits of berachah

are no longer only those isolated points of greatness, but the networks of connection and sharing between them.
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This is why the Rebbe emphasized so strongly the avodah of hafatzas hamaayanos—spreading the inner
wellsprings outward—to every Jew and to every point in the world. For penimiyus halorah is, by its very nature, a
light of unity: it reveals the pnimiyus of Elokus, the pnimiyus of the neshamah, and the pnimiyus of the world, as
one. When a Jew learns a maamar Chassidus, and all the more so when he shares it with another, he is not merely
adding another detail of knowledge; he is participating in the reconfiguration of the world’s channels of shefa. He
is strengthening the “nerves” and “blood-vessels” that bind the limbs of the global body, so that the chiyus from

the “heart”—Torah and mitzvos in their pnimiyus—can reach every cell.

According to this we can understand a wondrous inyan: in previous times, a person’s drawing of berachah was
primarily measured according to his personal avodah—his Torah, his tefillah, his tzedakah. True, there was always
the concept of arvus, mutual responsibility, and of the community as a kli klali, but the basic mode of shefa was
still individual: “ish ke'maasav.” Now, in the time of the revelation of the inner unity, the din is, so to speak,
recalibrated: the main criterion for the flow of berachah is how much a person makes himself into a merkavah not

only for Or Ein Sof in his own life, but for the spreading of daas Elokus outward to others.

In other words: the primary kli for all forms of abundance in our era is not merely being a “righteous individual” in
isolation, but being a conduit through which the wellsprings flow into the “chutzah.” Whoever binds himself to the
network of hafatzas hamaayanos—by teaching Chassidus, by supporting those who teach, by using all the new
tools of communication and interconnection to spread words of Torah and emunah, by creating spaces and
institutions where penimiyus halorah is revealed—is, measure for measure, bound into the new mode of shefa. His
life becomes woven into the global body through which berachah now travels. Therefore the hamshachah to him
in gashmiyus and ruchniyus likewise comes in this new way: not as a private gift cut off from the klal, but as an

influx that passes through him for the sake of the whole, and therefore is not limited by his personal measure.

This is also the inner meaning of the Rebbe’s repeated statement that “the main avodah of our generation is to
bring Moshiach.” For bringing Moshiach is not an extra inyan alongside personal refinement; it is the very form
that avodas habirurim takes in the final era. To live in a way that draws Geulah is to live as a “bridge” between
Infinite and finite, between giver and receiver, in such a way that the distinction itself becomes a revelation of unity.
Practically, this means that a Jew conducts his business not only to earn parnassah, but as a platform for making a
dwelling for Hashem in the world; he uses his home not only as a mikdash me'at for his family, but as a base from
which light and warmth radiate to neighbors, to guests, to distant places through hospitality and influence; he
views his talents, his resources, his very personality, as keilim given to him so that through them the wellsprings

can reach some “chutzah” that no one else can touch.

According to all the above, we can now circle back and see the entire seder ha'berachah—from Birchas Kohanim,
through the Sefiros, through the home and the kehillah and the people of Israel—as it stands in the light of our
time. The Kohen lifts his hands and draws down the Name of Havayah in threefold hamshachah; the Sefiros
channel or from Keter to Malchus; the individual refines his middos and makes his life a clear pipe; the home

becomes a mikdash me‘at; the community becomes a nefesh ha'klalis; Israel becomes the heart of the nations. All
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these patterns are now being revealed in a planetary way, as the very structure of the world’s interconnection. The
Divine Name is being inscribed, as it were, info the circuits of communication, into the flows of commerce, into

the shared consciousness of humanity.

And the responsibility and the privilege of each Jew in the Eighth Generation—the generation in which the inner
unity of all sevens is beginning to shine—is to choose, in every thought, word, and deed, to be a channel for this.
When he seeks berachah for himself—for health, for livelihood, for family—he does not ask merely for private
abundance, but for the ability to participate more fully in the revelation of Hashem’s oneness in the world. He
aligns his desire for shefa with the “highest good of all,” which is the fulfillment of “ve'niglah kevod Hashem,

ve'ra'u kol basar yachdav”—that the glory of Hashem be revealed and all flesh together see.

Then, mida keneged mida, the shefa that comes to him is itself of that kind: not a transient, self-enclosed success,
but a berachah that carries within it the taste of Ein Sof, that naturally overflows to others, that turns his life into a
conduit and his portion of the world info a place where the Infinite and the finite, the giver and the receiver, are
known to be one. This is the “blessing of Hashem that enriches” in the ultimate sense—the berachah of Geulah

itself, already now, in the midst of exile, shining through the channels of the Eighth Generation.
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- Blessing in Matter

for Eliyahu Hanovi & Aharon HaCohen
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