
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  M O S H I A C H

Adam Kadmon: The Primordial Human Template

Adam Kadmon (אדם קדמון), literally "Primordial Man," represents one of the most profound and abstract concepts

in Kabbalistic cosmology. This concept serves as a critical bridge between the infinite Ein Sof (God's limitless

essence) and the finite created worlds.

The Cosmic Position of Adam Kadmon

In the Kabbalistic understanding of creation, particularly as developed in Lurianic Kabbalah, Adam Kadmon

emerges immediately after the initial tzimtzum (divine contraction). When the Ein Sof contracted itself to create a

conceptual "space" for creation, the first entity to emerge within this void was Adam Kadmon. Adam Kadmon

occupies a unique position in the chain of creation:

1. It is the first and highest of all worlds

2. It exists directly "beneath" the Ein Sof itself

3. It precedes even the world of Atzilut (Emanation), which is the highest of the four spiritual worlds

The Arizal (Rabbi Isaac Luria) described Adam Kadmon as "the first ray of divine light that entered into the empty

space" after the tzimtzum. This positions Adam Kadmon as neither fully infinite (like the Ein Sof) nor truly finite (like

the lower worlds), but as the primordial intermediary between them.

The Anthropomorphic Metaphor

The name "Adam Kadmon" employs human imagery deliberately. In Kabbalah, the human form serves as the

primary metaphor for understanding divine structures. This is based on the Torah's statement that humanity was

created "in the image of God" (Genesis 1:27). However, Adam Kadmon is not a physical or even spiritual

"person" in any conventional sense. Rather, it represents the divine "blueprint" or conceptual template for all

existence. The anthropomorphic language provides a conceptual framework for understanding how divine
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energies are organized and channeled into creation. As Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto explains in Derech Hashem

(The Way of God), Adam Kadmon represents "the sum total of all the laws of creation as they exist in their root

form before manifestation."

The Structure of Adam Kadmon

Adam Kadmon is often described as having a "body" with various parts corresponding to different aspects of

divine influence:

1. Head - Contains the highest conceptual roots of divine wisdom

2. Eyes, Ears, Nose, Mouth - Represent different modes of divine revelation and interaction with creation

3. Arms - Symbolize the extension of divine chesed (kindness) and gevurah (judgment)

4. Torso - Represents the divine attributes in their balanced state

5. Legs and Feet - Symbolize the divine attributes as they descend to enliven even the lowest aspects of creation

From these different "parts" of Adam Kadmon emerge the various lights (orot) that eventually structure the lower

worlds. The most significant of these emanations are:

Or Pnimi (Inner Light) - Light that remains contained within vessels

Or Makif (Encompassing Light) - Light too powerful to be contained in vessels

Or Yashar (Direct Light) - Light that flows downward through the worlds

Or Chozer (Returning Light) - Light that rebounds upward

The Five Partzufim Within Adam Kadmon

Within Adam Kadmon itself, Kabbalah identifies five primary configurations of divine energy called partzufim

(divine "countenances" or personalities). These represent how the ten sefirot (divine attributes) are reorganized

into more complex, interactive structures:

1. Atik Yomin (Ancient of Days) - The innermost aspect, connected to divine pleasure

2. Arich Anpin (Long Face) - Representing divine will

3. Abba (Father) - Corresponding to divine wisdom (chochmah)

4. Imma (Mother) - Corresponding to divine understanding (binah)

5. Zeir Anpin (Small Face) - The six emotional attributes

6. Nukvah (Female) - Representing divine receptivity and manifestation

These partzufim within Adam Kadmon serve as the template for the same structures that will later appear in the

world of Atzilut and beyond.
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Adam Kadmon and Human Purpose

The concept of Adam Kadmon has profound implications for understanding human purpose. Since Adam Kadmon

represents the primordial human template at the cosmic level, each individual human being is, in a sense, a

microcosmic expression of Adam Kadmon. The Baal Shem Tov taught that when a person aligns their thoughts,

speech, and actions with divine will, they become a channel for the light of Adam Kadmon to flow into the lower

worlds. This explains why human ethical and spiritual development has cosmic significance in Jewish mystical

thought. Furthermore, the ultimate purpose of creation—to create a "dwelling place for God in the lower

worlds"—can be understood as the process of revealing the hidden light of Adam Kadmon within physical reality.

Adam Kadmon and Moshiach

There is a profound connection between Adam Kadmon and the soul of Moshiach. According to Chassidic

teachings, Moshiach's soul is rooted in the highest levels of Adam Kadmon. This is why Moshiach possesses the

unique ability to reveal the unity underlying all of creation. The Lubavitcher Rebbe explained that in the messianic

era, the light of Adam Kadmon will begin to be revealed within physical reality itself. This will allow for a direct

perception of the divine purpose underlying all existence, transforming our experience of the world from

fragmentation to unity.

Contemplating Adam Kadmon

The concept of Adam Kadmon is not merely theoretical but serves as a focus for deep mystical contemplation. The

Kabbalists taught that by meditating on the structure of Adam Kadmon, one could attune their consciousness to

higher spiritual realities. However, they also cautioned that this level of contemplation requires proper preparation

and guidance. The abstract nature of Adam Kadmon means it can only be approached through metaphor and

analogy, never grasped directly by the finite human mind. As the Zohar states, "No thought can grasp Him at all,"

referring to the Ein Sof. Adam Kadmon, as the first manifestation after the tzimtzum, retains much of this

incomprehensible quality while beginning to translate infinite divine light into forms that can eventually be received

by created beings.
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